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GROTON

A graduation 
like no other

The road to the 2020 graduation 
ceremony for Groton High School 

has been “all over 
the map” since GCS 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t 
Margo Martin and 
GHS Associate 
Principal Jake Roe 
first digested the 
reality that the 
indoor ceremonies 
with no limits on 
guests we have all 
been accustomed to 
for years would not 
be possible this year 

due to COVID-19 restrictions.
It was not too far into the 

process when the decision was 
made to hold the 2020 graduation 
outdoors at Ross Field, but it 
seemed that every time Martin 
and Roe would devise a plan 
based upon the latest set of rules 
and regulations they received 
from the governor’s office, those 
rules would change and they 
would have to “change lanes” 
on that road and come up with 
another plan.

Traditionally, GHS has held 
a separate awards night where 
the seniors would receive any 
scholarships and awards they 
had won.

“It has just been so frustrating,” 
Roe said. “We first planned to 
have the awards night and the 
graduation. Then, we realized 
we couldn’t have two separate 
events, so we had to modify that 
plan. Finally, we had everything 
planned out for families to be 
able to sit together on the field 
and had sent everything out to 
the parents. Two days later, we 
were told people had to be in cars, 
so we had to modify everything 
all over again. I can only imagine 
how frustrating this has been for 
the families.”

Also included in the planning 
process were the senior class 
advisors, Travis Williams and 
Tracy Cooper, and the senior 
class officers, Averie Roberts, 
president, Abby Corcoran, vice 
president, Lilly McCormick, 
secretary, and Lauren Reeves, 
treasurer.

“As class president, I am 
incredibly proud of the effort 
our school and community has 
put forth to make this year 
good for us despite everything 
going on,” Roberts said. “The 
circumstances this year are 
obviously very unique, but it’s 
clear that the Groton staff is still 
working hard to make sure we 

GROTON  
ON THE 
INSIDE
By Linda 
Competillo

COUNTY

Businesses cautiously 
optimistic during phase 3 

Local leaders 
encouraged by low cases, 
concerned for future

By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY

Rachel Hogancamp has lived 
in Ithaca for over 30 years and 
has owned her business, Rasa 
Spa, for nearly 15. While she’s 
seen Rasa grow significantly in 
that time - providing services in 
Ithaca, Watkins Glen, Aurora and 
elsewhere - everything changed 
when COVID-19 hit, shutting down 
the spa in mid-March.

“The only thing that we had to 
generate any revenue were if people 
purchased a gift card or if somebody 
wanted to buy something on our 
online boutique,” Hogancamp said. 
“We kept both of those things going 
the entire time, but ... we were 
doing less than 10% of our normal 
revenue.”

After a long three months of staff 
cuts and financial uncertainty, 
Hogancamp was finally able to 
reopen her business mid-June, 
when Tompkins County and the 

rest of the Southern Tier began 
phase three of the state’s New York 
Forward reopening plan. 

On Friday, June 12, many area 
businesses breathed a similar sigh of 
relief, as restaurants, food services 
and personal care businesses joined 
the list of businesses allowed to 
reopen since initial shutdowns. 

Just like when reopening began 
back in May, businesses who’ve 
reopened or expanded services 
thanks to phase three face a host 
of challenges navigating the “new 
normal,” but sources expressed that 
they’re hopeful for what’s to come.

Background
Thanks to phases two and three 

of the state’s reopening plan, retail 
businesses, restaurants, salons, 
spas and others have been able 
to reopen or expand for the first 
time since March shutdowns. 
Restaurants specifically got a big 
boost on June 4, when the state 
allowed outdoor seating. And phase 
three has allowed gatherings of up 
to 25 people.

Just as in phase one, phase two 
and three businesses have to adhere 
to certain public safety guidelines 
to reduce the risk of contracting 
and spreading COVID-19. To 

reopen, businesses have to study 
those guidelines and submit an 
affirmation to the state saying they 
plan to follow those guidelines. In 
addition, they have to create a safety 
plan and keep it on file.

Earlier this month, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo issued an executive order 
strengthening state enforcement 
during reopening, so businesses 
that violate these guidelines can 
face an immediate loss of their 
liquor license, where applicable, or 
shutdown.

Business reopening guidelines 
are available at forward.ny.gov. 
Additional local resources, like 
the Tompkins County Chamber 
of Commerce (tompkinschamber.
org), Downtown Ithaca Alliance 
(DIA, downtownithaca.com) and 
the Tompkins County Public Health 
Department (tompkinscountyny.
gov/health), walk businesses 
through these guidelines and help 
residents know what to expect 
when frequenting their favorite 
businesses. 

Reality of reopening
Sources for this story reported 

that phase three has mostly meant 

Photo provided
Rachel Hogancamp, co-founder and owner of Rasa Spa in Ithaca, was glad for the arrival of phase three of the governor’s New 
York Forward reopening plan earlier this month, allowing her to reopen her spa for the first time since mid-March. Like many 
others, she’s had to change how she does business to comply with health and safety guidelines.

See PHASE 3, on page 10
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Transform your
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NET ZERO
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to renewables

Snug Planet
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cool & dry this summer
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Grants & low interest loans

★ Pay for the improvements over
time using energy savings

★ 0% financing available

★ Affordable monthly payments

★ Grants & low interest loans

Call 607.277.7684
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Cayuga Health, GiveGab partner for 24-hour fundraiser
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY

Earlier this month, Cayuga Health 
announced that it is partnering 
with Ithaca-based GiveGab to 
hold a 24-hour fundraiser to help 
replenish financial resources that 
have taken a significant hit due to 
the coronavirus. 

The event, known as 
#CayugaGivingDay, will begin June 
30 at midnight at cayugagivingday.
org. The giving campaign will raise 
money for Cayuga Medical Center 
in Ithaca and Schuyler Hospital 
and Seneca View Skilled Nursing 
Facility in Montour Falls. The 
fundraiser was created in direct 
response to economic difficulties 
facing Cayuga Health facilities 
since COVID-19 canceled many 
sources of revenue, including 
elective surgeries and in-person 
galas.

“The main focus is supporting 
our COVID-19 Response Funds, 
which were established to really 
help both hospitals meet the needs 
of the community during the 
COVID-19 crisis,” explained Steve 
Savage, executive director of the 
Cayuga Medical Center Foundation. 
“In addition to that, there are 
opportunities for people to support 
the CMC Foundation Cancer Fund, 
because cancer never stops. … The 
main focus is ensuring that we 
have resources to be as prepared as 
possible for whatever may happen 
with the COVID-19 crisis.”

As GiveGab co-founder and CEO 
Charlie Mulligan explained, the 
nonprofit giving platform reached 
out to Cayuga Health to offer 
its services for free during the 
pandemic about two months ago. 

“I used to be on the board of a 
hospital a long time ago, so I had a 
general idea of what makes money 
for hospitals,” Mulligan said. “It 

seemed relatively obvious to me 
that hospitals are going to be not 
doing well because the ways that 
they keep their doors open are not 
things that people are doing right 
now during the pandemic. And 
so, we also had a discussion at our 
board about ways we could help 
local groups, and one of our board 
members brought up specifically 
Cayuga Health.”

Savage said he was happy for the 
offer, as it came at just the right 
time.

“About the time we were contacted 
by GiveGab, we had made the 
difficult decision to cancel both the 
Cayuga Medical Center Foundation 
Gala, which is our marquee event 
of the year, and the Schuyler 
Health Foundation had canceled its 
November Splendor, which is their 
marquee event,” Savage said. “Both 
of those are significant sources of 

revenue for the foundations. And so, 
we needed to find an alternative.” 

#CayugaGivingDay presents a 
new opportunity for GiveGab to 
venture into the healthcare sector 
for one of its many Giving Days, 
which are held for organizations 
throughout the world. Mulligan 
said while the format of the Giving 
Day is similar to many others before 
it, Cayuga Health’s had to be put 
together on a much tighter schedule 
than the usual four to six months. 

“The one challenge that we face 
is time because I think we know 
that this is something that they 
need now and they don’t really 
have time to plan it for next spring 
or something like a normal Giving 
Day,” Mulligan said.

Despite that challenge, the 
Cayuga Health team was quickly on 
board and worked with GiveGab to 
make the day a reality.

“It’s exciting to have a team like 
them that has the immediate need 
and has jumped on it right away 
because Giving Days take a lot of 
work,” Mulligan said. “There’s 
a lot of planning and other stuff, 
and they’ve done such a great job 
of doing it really quickly, really 
professionally.”

Savage said that since the Giving 
Day was announced, he’s received a 
lot of support from the community, 
which is making him optimistic for 
the day’s success.

“People are excited. Yes, Giving 
Day is about raising money and 
supporting the hospital that way, 
but it’s also an opportunity to 
celebrate the work that we have 
done and we will continue to do both 
at Schuyler Hospital and Cayuga 
Medical Center,” he said. “And so, I 

Photo provided by Cayuga Medical Center
Cayuga Medical Center’s Mandy Ferron (left) and Mikayla Smith sit together inside the hospital. Cayuga Health, together 
with GiveGab, is holding a 24-hour fundraiser on June 30 to raise money for CMC, Schuyler Hospital and Seneca View Skilled 
Nursing Facility.

See GIVING, on page 9
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Sponsored by:LANSING

Class of 2020 elects to sit together for graduation
New York state said that 

pandemic precautions limit 
attendance at Lansing 
High School’s 2020 
graduation ceremony 
to 150 people. 

Required attendees - 
the 74 seniors, Principal 
Pat Hornbrook and 
Superintendent Chris 
Pettograsso - make up 
half of that allowance.

The seniors could 
have done a “drive-

through” ceremony in front of the 
high school, or they could have 
split the ceremony, with seniors 
with last names beginning with 
A through L and their guests 
graduating and then exiting to 
make way for seniors M through Z 
and their guests.

Or they could have elected 
to sit together through two 
full ceremonies, with guests of 
students A through L attending 
the first iteration and guests 
of students M through Z at the 
second. 

Hornbrook polled the students 
and their parents and, in the end, 
they decided to stick together.

And so, the seniors will 
parade twice, listen to two sets 
of graduation speakers and rise 
twice to receive their diplomas 
on June 26 on Sobus Field rather 

than split their class into two (or 
more) parts. 

It may be the only part of their 
senior year that they want to 
repeat.

“These 74 graduates have 
certainly had a tumultuous year, 
stripped of nearly their entire 
senior spring semester and all 
of their academic, athletic and 

extracurricular activities as well 
as the beloved customary end-of-
year rituals like prom and other 
award ceremonies,” Hornbrook 
said. “While this is all beyond 
unfortunate, this senior class has 
persevered in so many ways.”

Hornbrook said the Class of 2020 
is particularly resilient.

“One could say they were born 
to be resilient,” he said. “All of 
these seniors were born either 
right before or soon after 9/11 
and the subsequent wars that 
happened after. After 18 years, 
they are graduating in the 
middle of a global pandemic. It’s 
no wonder they are equipped to 
preserve through these last 15 
weeks of school.”

The Class of 2020 fortuitously 
chose two teachers to dedicate 
their yearbook to and hear from 
at graduation – French teacher 
Amanda Zerilli and Spanish 
teacher Abigail Cleary. The 
duo will refrain from repeating 
themselves by working together 
on a two-part speech. Likewise, 
student speakers Ethan Burt and 
Catherine Eisenhut wrote their 
talks as one message.

Academic awards were done 
in a “green screen” ceremony 
published online last week – a 

move even more necessary since 
all 74 graduating students earned 
an award or scholarship for their 
work. Senior scholarships will 
be awarded at the graduation 
ceremonies.

“Prior to our school closure, our 
seniors led the way in creating 
the ‘Bobcat Team,’ a group of 
students dedicated to athletic 
and extracurricular activities,” 
Hornbrook said. “They attended, 
in force, as many events as they 
could and were heard in the 
bleachers and crowds supporting 
their classmates. The Bobcat team 
was in attendance at every senior 
night for every sport this year as 
well, a tribute to their dedication 
to their fellow seniors.”

During the school closure, 
students maintained friendships 
by organizing the “new normal 
COVID Driveby Birthday,” 
according to Hornbrook.

“The seniors got together and 
drove by other seniors’ houses with 
signs, music and horns blazing 
for one another even though they 
weren’t able to celebrate in person 
with one another,” he said. “They 
were even so kind as to give me 
a drive-by birthday earlier this 
month when I was leaving work.”

Hornbrook ref lected on the 
past semester and praised the 
graduating seniors.

“We are extremely proud of 
all of their accomplishments 
leading up to graduation and 
are looking forward to their 
continued achievements in life 
and in school,” he said. “Here 
in Lansing, we are committed 
to giving our senior class a 
graduation ceremony they have 
earned and are well deserving 
of. Their graduation ceremony 
may be limited. However, we are 
making every effort to hold our 
ceremony in a manner as close 
to our annual graduation as 
possible. It was a nice first year 
as principal.”

Hornbrook, Pettograsso and 
their fellow teachers and 
administrators met early this 
week to begin planning “re-
entry” for the 2020-21 school year. 

“We have limited information 
and a lot of guesswork,” 
Hornbrook said.

LANSING  
AT LARGE
By Matt 
Montague

Photo provided
The 74 members of Lansing High School’s Class of 2020 chose to sit through two 
June 26 graduation ceremonies rather than split their class up. The annual rite is 
complicated by limits on attendance and academic awards and scholarships.
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Bellwether Hard Cider shares challenges during reopening
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY

After having to shut down and 
switch to delivery and curbside 
mid-March, Bellwether Hard Cider 
has finally been able to return to 
some kind of normalcy thanks 
to phase three of the county 
reopening. But it hasn’t been an 
easy few months for the cidery, and 
co-owner Bill Barton said he’s still 
facing a lot of challenges. 

Barton started the business 
with his wife, Cheryl, in 1999 and 
has since found his place in the 
Trumansburg community. As Bill 
explained, the passion came out 
of a trip he and his wife took to 
Europe.

“My wife and I had traveled in 
France and England in the early 
’80s and had been amazed at the 
amount of really great cider that 
was commonly available and had 
always wondered why there was 
not cider in the U.S.,” Bill said. 
“Most of our questioning was due 
to ignorance of the history of cider 
in this country. But … that’s the 
questions we were asking, [and we] 
thought that someone ought to do it 
as a commercial product.”

Getting into the cider business 
was a new journey for Bill, who 
had previously worked in software 
and oil. And as he was learning 
how to make great-tasting cider, 
the community was learning as 
well. 

“I’ve seen it grow very slowly, 
for a number of years, because 
nobody really knew what cider 
was,” he said. “And then, we did 
branch off a bit and added grape 
wine, which was a little bit more 
in keeping with what other people 
were doing in this region. But we 
also were trying to focus more, 
in terms of cider, on drier ciders, 
which was almost like starting 
over again because the market 
that had developed for cider really 
was tilted towards much sweeter 
things than we cared to make.”

Even though Bill’s business is 
located on the Cayuga Lake Wine 
Trail just outside the village, 
he said Trumansburg has been 
very welcoming since moving 
his business from an old Babcock 
chicken hatchery building on 
Route 96 in Ithaca to a new building 

on Route 89 in 2003.
“We feel like we’ve been a part 

of the Trumansburg community 
since we moved here,” Bill said. 
“Trumansburg is the closest thing 
for us, and we feel like we’re part 
of that community and we pay 
school taxes here and all that 
other good stuff. So, we like to 
think of ourselves as part of this 
community.”

Being on the Wine Trail has 
helped Bill to grow his customer 
base, with most who come in being 
tourists. This would create a lot 
of busy summers for the cidery, 
but COVID-19 has ensured this 
year will unfortunately be very 
different.

As Bill described, when 
COVID-19 first hit the county 
back in March, Bellwether was in 
its slow season. As a result, when 
the coronavirus initially affected 
the county, Bellwether was mostly 
unaffected.

“Business wise, we were 
considered an essential business,” 
Bills aid. “So, we were allowed to 
stay open. But there was virtually 
no one coming in. We couldn’t give 
tastings, so it really didn’t dawn on 
us until April that things weren’t 
going to get better.”

Bill’s challenges mirror what a 
lot of other business owners faced 
because of COVID-19, including 
financial losses and mental strain.

“I really couldn’t afford any 
staff,” he said. “I did get one of 
those PPP loans but just a very 
small amount. And so basically, 
I was here most of the time alone. 
It wasn’t like I was being overrun 
with customers, but you basically 
have to do everything as one 
person. It just kind of got tough.”

And indeed, Bill saw very few 
customers come into the store 
during those first few months of 
the shutdown. 

“I’d say probably up until we 
entered phase three, I had only 
seen maybe 50 people come in the 
front door, and that includes the 
UPS man and a few other people 
who weren’t here as customers,” he 
said. “So, it was pretty dismal.”

Thankfully, Bellwether saw a 
little boost with increased internet 
sales, but it was nowhere near what 
Bill was used to. 

With phase three of Gov. Andrew 

Cuomo’s New York Forward plans 
taking effect in the county earlier 
this month, Bill was finally able to 
reopen his business for tastings, 
and other retail businesses 
reopening meant that people were 
getting out more. But Bill still 
hasn’t seen much of a difference.

“We have seen a few more 
people come in, but we’ve noticed 
that the people that did come in 
before phase three were basically 
sheltering in place and they tended 
to be really stocking up and buying 
more quantity,” he said. “And now, 
with the phase three, the people 
coming in are back to what I would 
call more typical Wine Trail-type 
customers, and they want to do a 
tasting and they may buy a bottle 
here and there, but the buying is 
not nearly as good as it was.”

Bill said that COVID-19 has had 
an undeniable detrimental effect 
on the business, and he doesn’t 
have high hopes for the rest of the 
year.

“I’m pretty much guessing 
that this whole season is going 
to be a write-off in the sense that 
we’ll never get back to the level 
of visitation in the area that was 
typical to the average summer,” 
he said. “It may pick up a bit in the 
fall, but given the way things are 
going, I’m still not too confident 
that that’s going to happen.”

As a result, Bill is in “survival 

mode,” he said, and is largely 
focusing on increasing his internet 
sales.

“I’m hoping we can just hunker 
down and survive through the fall 
and then hope that next year will 
be a better year,” he said. “There’s 
not much I feel I can do locally. 
Maybe [I can] try to hope that the 
restaurant business comes back 
and pick up a few more retail 
accounts, but I’m not real hopeful 
that they’re going to bounce as 
quickly as they would like.”

Bill said that Bellwether doesn’t 
typically get a lot of local traffic, 
with most of its customers being 
tourists, but he’s hoping that locals 
will view the cidery differently 
since COVID hit.

“I’d hope that the local 
communities would look at us a 
little bit more like going out to 
a restaurant or something like 
that,” he said. “It’s an outing and 
they can come out and either learn 
a little bit about our products or 
sit out [and] enjoy our patio with a 
glass of cider or wine.”

Bellwether Hard Cider is located 
at 9070 Route 89 and offers around 
10 varieties of hard ciders, ranging 
from semi-sweet to very dry and 
both sparkling and still. Visit the 
website at cidery.com for more 
information.

See CIDER, on page 9
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DRYDEN

High school to hold July graduation for Class of 2020
By Ari Dubow

Dryden High School will hold a 
delayed graduation ceremony on 
July 31 in the hopes that easing 
COVID-19 restrictions will allow 
for a somewhat normal celebration 
of the schools’ graduating seniors.

Dryden High School graduation 
was originally scheduled for June 
26. But in May, when Dryden High 
School principal Kyle Colunio 
and his team were discussing 
whether to postpone graduation, 
administrators were worried that 
COVID-19 restrictions in late June 
would remain too strict to allow for 
a group gathering.

“It’s what the students want,” 
Colunio said, citing conversations 
with some of the 100 students in 
the graduating senior class. “They 
want to be together. They want it 
normal. They’ve gone to school for 
13 years together.”

Colunio recognized that much 
uncertainty remains about 
the restrictions on large group 
gatherings still in place by late July, 
saying that their goal is to have 
“the least restrictive graduation 
possible.” 

Colunio has considered a variety 
of back-up plans, including multiple, 
smaller graduations, a drive-
through ceremony or a ceremony 
for students only in which adults 
could watch at a distance from cars. 

Currently, Dryden, along with most 
of upstate New York, is in phase 
three of New York state’s reopening 
plan, which still prohibits large 
gatherings. 

Even with health precautions 
subject to change, Colunio is staying 
optimistic. 

“We like our chances,” he said, 
adding that a final plan will be 
determined by him and his team on 
July 10.

The administrators in charge 
of the ceremony planning are 
Colunio and his team, including 
the high school athletic director, 
Todd Kwiatkowski, and several 
counselors. According to Colunio, 
those involved in the planning 
typically work several days over 
the summer anyway, so there are 
no complications in the added 
planning work that will take place 
through July.

Dryden High School is undergoing 
capital improvement projects, 
which involve tearing up several 
buildings and fields. As a result, 
graduation will be held at Tompkins 
Cortland Community College. The 
ceremony will take place either in 
the gym or a parking lot, depending 
on the restrictions on large group 
gatherings.

Overall, the delayed graduation 
presented few logistical difficulties 
for students, owing in part to the 
fact that many students’ summer 

plans were canceled as a result of 
the pandemic, according to Colunio. 
But one student, who is going into 
the armed services, will be unable 
to attend the ceremony. Colunio said 
that administrators are committed 
to finding a way to include the 
senior in the celebration.

The turbulent graduation plans 
haven’t just affected the students; 
some area businesses are affected 
as well.

For some, high school graduation 
is not a large source for an uptick 
in business, as is the case for Pizza 
and Bones. The employees there 
are more concerned about ongoing 
restrictions on seating than any 
business they might get from a 
large event, according to General 
Manager Corey Bassett.

But the postponed graduation will 
affect event-centered businesses, 
like Arnold’s Flower Shop, which 
every year counts on sales from 
this event. According to Anastacia 
Mosher-Arnold, one of the two 
owners of the store, Arnold’s 
Flower Shop typically provides the 
flower arrangements that are on 
the stage during the ceremony and 
also receives business from parents 
buying bouquets for students.

Arnold’s Flower Shop also 
lost business as a result of the 
cancellation of Dryden High 
School’s prom. But the delay in 
sales caused by the July graduation 

is not of any serious detriment 
to the business, which has been 
able to remain open for the last 
several weeks, according to 
Mosher-Arnold.

Though the town board does not 
have jurisdiction over the Dryden 
school district, town supervisor 
Jason Leifer was excited that 
Colunio and his team were so 
committed to figuring out a safe 
way to hold an in person ceremony. 

Lefier said that though high school 
graduation is always an important 
milestone, the circumstances of 
COVID-19 make celebrating this 
year’s seniors even more important.

“If they can tackle this [pandemic], 
they can tackle anything,” Leifer 
said. 

Lefier said that given the turmoil 
of COVID-19, many students are 
likely feeling even more worried 
than usual about the status of any 
post-graduation plans they might 
have had, such as jobs or college.

Because Leifer is not directly 
involved with the school district, he 
will only attend if invited to account 
for a cap on attendance at the event. 
But, if asked by anyone from the 
school district, town officials would 
readily assist in planning the event.

Leifer said that no other class in 
recent decades has graduated high 
school in such confusing times. 

“They’ll remember this event 
forever,” Leifer said.
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Street 
Beat

BY JESSICA WICKHAM

How have you been spending 
phase 3?

Our question, 
your answers

INHS Home Improvement 
Programs

Call (607) 277-4500 • ithacanhs.org

Minor Repair Program - free labor & materials!
• Must be a homeowner in Tompkins County, 60 

years or older, have a disability, or be a single head 
of household with dependent(s).

• Repairs include: fixing/replacing steps, adding grab 
bars, wheelchair ramp installation, & much more.

Major Home Repair Financial Assistance:
• Must be a recent homeowner in Tompkins County

• Repairs include: Deferred maintenance, structural defects, energy 
upgrades, well and septic systems, roofs, siding, accessibility 

modifications
This program is made possible by AHC grant funds.

INHS

Durand
Van Doren

Artist-Blacksmith

announces the
closing

Studio
of his

and will sell

fine work
as well as

pieces &
elements

from over 40 years’ work

Thu-SAT
July 2, 3, 4
11 — 5pm

6340 Carman Rd.
Trumansburg  14886

PLEASE ADHERE to
HEALTH GUIDELINES!

Proper face coverings, 
appropriate social distances!

EXCELLENT PRICES

Sale does NOT include tools
or shop equipment

“Getting a new container for my 
potted plant.” 
Trevor, Ithaca

“Getting my favorite coffee.” 
Emmy, Ithaca

“Getting my hair cut.” 
Valorie, Ithaca

“Leaving the house, going clothes 
shopping.”
Peter, Ithaca

Rent forgiveness program harms landlords
The city of Ithaca is asking the 

state to allow it to change city 
code, giving the mayor the power 
to cancel rent for tenants, negating 
leases tenants have with landlords. 
The Common Council talked 

about payments to 
landlords to make up 
that rent, but there 
was no provision for 
any such payments. 

This is an 
interference in a 
contract and makes 
me wonder what 
other contracts 
the city will now 
decide to interfere 
with. Will it now be 
attempting to void 

contracts between banks and car 
buyers? 

Student loans weigh on many of 
our residents. Will the city now 
attempt to void those contracts 
between the schools, federal 
government and students? The 
Common Council said Cornell and 
students paying rent for dormitory 
rooms will also be covered if this 
change in city code comes to pass. 
I’m guessing that’s a different kind 
of contract, but again, one the city 
is asking for jurisdiction over. 

This vote has already harmed 
the tenant/landlord relationship. 
The tenant group that pushed this 
resolution was leading tenants to 

believe their rent will be forgiven 
with no consequence even before 
the vote. 

It’s forced me as a county 
legislator to see if there’s any 
power the county has to stop this 
attempted voiding of contracts. 
Some damage from this vote has 
already been done. Landlords can 
now claim, justifiably, they’ve 
been harmed by this vote if even 
one tenant points to this vote as a 
reason they won’t be paying rent. 

The one thing I can do now is 
immediately call for a suspension 
of foreclosures by the county for 
non-payment of taxes in the city of 
Ithaca for 2020, and I plan to do so. 

If the mayor is given this power, 
he is not taking money from 
a broad tax base to fulfill the 
obligations of the lease the tenant 
has with the landlord, as is done 
with a voucher program. He would 
be taking money from one group, 
landlords, their labor, and giving it 
to another group, tenants, deemed 
more worthy. 

It’s hard to see this as anything 
other than what’s called in legal 
circles a takings. Yes, that’s illegal. 
This will be explained as just a 
question to the state government to 
see if it can be done. It is not. It’s 
been taken as a message to tenants 
that rent forgiveness is on the way 
and puts a wedge in the landlord/
tenant relationship. It’s also wrong. 

Right now, there’s a moratorium 
on evictions into August for those 
affected by COVID-19. Some 
landlords are working with tenants 
to get as much of the rent paid as 
possible. In some cases, this was a 
delay of payment without penalty 
as the unemployment system was 
backlogged. 

Sometimes, there are multiple 
roommates and while one can 
pay, others in the apartment can’t. 
Until recently, it was hard to even 
show an apartment, and with the 
NY PAUSE still going, is it really a 
good time to look for a new tenant? 
Better to have half the rent than 
zero. 

It was suggested at Common 
Council that members would be 
open to freezing rent extensions 
at the current rent. The answer to 
that is a simple question. Will the 
Common Council be freezing city 
taxes at the current rate? Again, 
does a landlord want to lose a good 
tenant while still under the PAUSE 
for a $50 hike in rent?

To be clear, this is not a rent 
forgiveness. This is the government 
taking from the family who bought 
a duplex, rents out the one side and 
lives in the other and gives their 
labor to someone else. The city 
should not interfere in contracts 
it’s not a party to. 

THE
REPUBLICAN 
VIEW
By Mike 
Sigler

See REPUBLICAN, on page 9
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have a memorable graduation, and 
I’m very grateful for that.”

Roberts also said she is proud 
to be part of the Class of 2020 
because she thinks they will be 
remembered for their strength and 
diligence. 

“I don’t think anybody can 
disagree that our class graduation 
will be one of the most memorable,” 
she said.

Corcoran shared that sentiment.
“This graduation has been a 

roller coaster of emotions,” she 
said. “I always like to know what’s 
going on well in advance. However, 
with the pandemic, everything 
is constantly changing. These 
changes have certainly made it 
difficult to plan, yet the school has 
done their absolute best to give us 
the best graduation possible, and I 
could not be more thankful. June 
27 will definitely be memorable 
and exciting for the Class of 2020.”

McCormick expressed her 
gratitude to the school as well. 

“I am really thankful that the 
school has done so much to try 
to give us the celebration that we 
deserve,” she said. “At the same 
time, that comes with a lot of 
disappointment. I can’t even have 
all of my siblings at graduation, 
and the whole situation is kind of 

unfortunate.” 
She further acknowledged how 

difficult the past few months have 
been for administration.

“I’m still so thankful that the 
school never gave up on us, even if 
it was inconvenient or extra work 
for them,” McCormick said. “It’s 
really shown that they care about 
their students, and it makes me 
proud to have grown up here in 
Groton.”

The final plan is in place, and 
Roe has been hopping these last 
couple of weeks, as he and the GCS 
staff have been giving Ross Field a 
“makeover.”

All the outbuildings have been 
repainted in bright Groton red and 
white, and hours have been spent 

lining and dividing the field into 
“socially distant” squares for the 
guests to sit in.

“I’m just really happy we are 
able to have it at all,” Roe said. 
“We are very fortunate in Groton 
to be a small town so we can still 
allow each student to at least have 
four guests.”

At 10:45 a.m. Saturday, June 27, 
instead of the traditional walk 
up the aisle in the gym, the Class 
of 2020 will instead be marching 
from The Caboose on West South 
Street, proceeding down South 
Main Street and then into Ross 
Field, where they will all be seated 
under a tent at one end of the 
stadium.

The Groton Police Department 
will be closing South Main Street 
for the duration of the march, but 
onlookers are welcome to line the 
streets to watch the class walk by. 
The ceremony will begin at 11 a.m. 
for guests of the graduates only.

Groton resident, Joe Sirvent, 
will be providing a state-of-the-
art sound system for the event, 
and photographs of each graduate 
with their diploma will be taken 
by Adrian Mitchell of Old Stage 
Photography.

“We’re just trying our best to 
create something memorable for 
these kids because they’ve lost so 
much,” Roe said.

A recap of the ceremony will 
be published in this column next 
week, so please come back to read 
all about it.

Groton on the Inside appears 
weekly. Submit news ideas to Linda 
Competillo, lmc10@cornell.edu or 
607-227-4922.

IN BRIEF:

Kudos to food providers

Under the capable leadership 
of Kelly Neville, Groton Central 
School’s food service director, 
seven food service helpers, 13 
teacher aides, 11 bus drivers and 
transportation manager, Jim 
Sedorus, with the support of Margo 
Martin, superintendent, the other 
GCS administrators, custodians 
and maintenance workers, 73,346 
meals were delivered over the past 
63 days to Groton students. That’s a 
lot of food!

Books from the library
The Groton Public Library will 

reopen for contactless curbside 
pickup only beginning June 16. 
Hours are 1 to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Friday; 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Saturday.

Holds may be utilized by using 
the online catalog. If you need 
assistance, you may call the library, 
but as staff do not have regular 
hours yet, you may not reach 
anyone. If that happens, please do 
not leave a message; just call back 
again until someone picks up.

Planning for a pool?
The Town of Groton Code Official 

Rick Fritz reminds the community 
that a building permit is required 
for any pool capable of holding more 
than 24 inches of water. A fence may 
also be required per NYS Building 
Code.

For further info, contact the code 
official at 607-898-4428, or the Town 
Clerk’s Office at 607-898-5035.

GHS
Continued from page 1

Photo by Kelly Bishop
GHS Associate Principal Jake Roe after hanging a banner on the West South Street bridge in the village of Groton depicting 
the names of the Class of 2020 graduates.

 

304 South Cayuga St. 
607-272-8822 

www.pritchardautomotive.com  
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IN BRIEF:

Artist/blacksmith Durand Van 
Doren to close studio

Well-known artist-blacksmith 
Durand Van Doren announced the 
closing of his studio/workshop 

in Mecklenburg and will sell 
the accumulated ironwork 
and assorted iron pieces and 
elements made and collected over 
the course of 40 years as a metal 
worker in and around Tompkins 
County and central New York. 

The sale will be open 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Thursday through 
Saturday, July 2, 3 and 4, at 
Durand’s Forge, 6340 Carman 
Rd., Trumansburg.

On offer at the sale, at very 
good prices, will be more than 
two dozen of his finest pieces, as 

well as excellent works at even 
better prices from the scrap pile. 
The sale event does not include 
shop tools or equipment.

For many years, Durand was a 
prominent member of the Greater 
Ithaca Art Trail. His work can be 
seen in Trumansburg (notably 
on the outdoor seating area 
of Gimme! Coffee); at Cornell 
University (multiple sites at the 
Botanic Gardens, documented in 
this app-designed tour, https://
rb.gy/zdsqon; at the main 
entrance and interior of Willard 

Straight Hall; at the Law School); 
in and around Ithaca (Children’s 
Garden, figurative bicycle racks 
and more); and internationally at 
the Globe Theatre, as well as in 
many area private collections.

To call Durand’s Forge, please 
use 607-387-4493.

In line with prevailing health 
guidelines and public concerns, 
all visitors to Durand’s Forge 
are requested to please wear 
appropriate face coverings 
and be alert to practice social 
distancing.

That is for the two parties to work 
out; if they can’t, then the courts 

will step in, and it’s my experience 
Tompkins County courts are fair 
when it comes to tenants’ rights.

Thank you to Donna Fleming, 
George McGonigal, Cynthia Brock 
and Rob Gearhart for opposing 
this move to take property from a 
group of its citizens. I’m hopeful the 
governor will also see the problem 

this creates and will not grant this 
power to the mayor. 

It’s true that banks allowed 
mortgage holders to delay payment 
on their mortgages. Some added 
the three months to the end of 
the contract, but for many, those 
payments kick in this month and 
must be paid by the end of the year, 

just as the taxes will have to be paid 
this year.

 The costs have not gone away. I 
believe the Common Council has 
set itself up for a lawsuit if even 
one property owner is not paid on 
a contract because of this move. It’s 
unclear what the defense for this 
taking of property will be.

REPUBLICAN
Continued from page 7

think that message really resonates 
with people. And I think it’s going 
to be very successful for that very 
reason.”

Mulligan, too, said he’s hopeful 
for the help the day will provide 
for Cayuga Health, as well as the 

experience it provides for GiveGab.
“It’s going to be great for them 

because I do think they’re going to 
raise a lot of money,” he said. “And 
I think it’s going to be really good 
for us because we get to constantly 
learn and grow other things, but we 
also get to give back and in an area 
where most of our employees live.” 

Mulligan said that since COVID-19 
hit, Cayuga Health facilities have 
helped to support the community, 
efforts that Savage said have been 
acknowledged and appreciated time 

and again by their communities.
“The support and the outreach 

that we’ve received during this 
time as we’ve worked as hard as 
we could to be prepared to care for 
those who are the sickest has been 
overwhelming,” Savage said. “We 
really are grateful to the community 
members who have gone out of 
their way to provide PPE, provide 
food and really make sure that our 
healthcare heroes understand that 
they have their backs.”

Savage encouraged residents to 

visit the website, cayugagivingday.
org, on June 30 and sign up to 
be a champion, allowing them to 
engage with friends and family to 
encourage more participation.

“Make sure that they’re checking 
the website often because we are 
putting together a ton of engaging 
material videos from our providers, 
from community members, from 
grateful patients, as well as 
informational things to help the 
community understand what they 
can do to be prepared,” Savage said.

GIVING
Continued from page 3

CIDER
Continued from page 5
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an expansion of business all around 
the county, as many businesses 
had been able to operate in some 
capacity since last month.

“All businesses, whether they be 
retailers or restaurants, are coming 
back sort of at their own schedule,” 
DIA President Gary Ferguson 
said. “Some have taken their time 
and some have sort of staggered 
or transitioned back. But by far, 
most of our retail and food and 
beverage businesses are now back 
in business.”

Ports of New York Winery co-
owner Frédéric Bouché, for 
example, said phase three was a 
welcome break from only offering 
pickup services.

“Phase three is back to ‘normal’ 
in the sense that we get a lot more 
calls than usual from people before 
they come,” he said. “They want to 
know what the situation is. But so 
far, we’ve had the normal amount 
of customers we have. So, it took 
just one weekend, not even, then it’s 
back to normal.”

Ports of NY set up signs and 
markings throughout the store to 
help with social distancing, partially 
aided by a redesign of the interior 
during the initial shutdowns. 

Coltivare Director of Operations 
Jason Sidle has also been able 

to welcome people back into the 
business, implementing new 
practices to ensure the safety of 
everyone inside.

“Myself and our general manager 
are literally working every single 
night during dinner to be the people 
when you first walk in,” Sidle said. 
“We’re the ones that are greeting 
people, or the ones that will inform 
people of the rules and why we need 
to be followed.”

Sidle also expressed that having 

people back in the restaurant has 
created a new sense of optimism, a 
feeling shared by Nowhere Special 
Libations Parlor in Ithaca.

“It’s only been me here, so 
sitting in an empty bar for seven 
or eight hours a day only waiting 
for the phone to ring was a little 
disheartening,” owner James Dean 
said. “Just having now phase three 
where I can have someone sitting 
at the bar again and actually have 
a conversation with another human 

being face to face is just a complete 
change, which is nice.”

For businesses that haven’t 
been able to operate since March, 
the experience has been a little 
different. Cameron Ostmeier, 
general manager at La Tourelle 
Hotel & Spa, said that while the hotel 
was dubbed an essential business 
back in March, August Moon Spa 
inside La Tourelle had to shut down 
completely. Understandably, then, 
phase three meant a huge change 

PHASE 3
Continued from page 1

Photo provided
James Dean, owner of Nowhere Special Libations Parlor in Ithaca, stands in his “hole-in-the-wall” bar, which he said he’s had 
to make a lot less hidden to survive through the pandemic.
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for the business.
“Phase three has been an 

interesting phenomenon for us 
because the hotel thrives on 
offering amenities,” he said. “And 
once we were able to offer the bistro 
and the spa, we were able to promote 
ourselves as a luxury hotel with 
these amenities again, instead of 
just a hotel.”

August Moon Spa, like some 
others in the county, chose to 
reopen gradually, opting to wait 
until a week into the new phase to 
open to the public again so the staff 
could better adjust to the many 
safety guidelines for personal care 
businesses.

Hogancamp, like La Tourelle, 
took care to prepare Rasa for new 
operations. 

“It’s rare that we would have days 
on end that we could just get in here 
and clean and take things apart,” 
she said. “So, we took our time over 
these last couple of weeks leading 
up to us opening up to get into every 
nook and cranny and make sure we 
did everything we could.”

For the most part, business 
owners said that customers have 
been so glad to have the businesses 
reopened that they’re happy to 
comply with the new guidelines. 

“I was asking a lot of our guests, 
‘Would you be comfortable getting a 
massage while wearing a face mask 
the entire time?” Ostmeier said. 
“And to my surprise and delight, 
most folks really wanted a massage 
so bad, it didn’t matter that they had 
to wear a mask.”

Challenges & concerns

One of the larger challenges 
businesses faced in the most recent 
phases was simply meeting the 
guidelines set by the state. One of the 
state’s requirements for restaurants, 
for example, is that the inside can 
only be filled up to 50% capacity, so 
many restaurants are experimenting 
with expanded outdoor seating for 
the first time.

“It’s certainly still difficult to be 
operating in the scenario where 
you have limited total occupancy 
allowances, you have all these new 
policies and procedures in place, 
new supplies and equipment that 
you need, training and retraining 
of your workforce and then really 
figuring out how to set all of the 
appropriate customer expectations,” 
Tompkins Chamber President 
Jennifer Tavares said.

On the other side of that issue is 
a concern that consumers won’t 
properly follow the guidelines 
businesses have established, as 
Dryden Town Supervisor Jason 
Leifer explained.

“People, I think that they’ll go 
back to the way things were last 
fall a little too quickly,” he said. “In 
Tompkins County in particular, 
we’re actually doing really well. … 
So, I can see why people are feeling 
like, well, maybe we don’t have to 
follow all these rules.”

And while, as mentioned earlier, 
consumers have been largely 
cooperative, it can still be a challenge 
for them.

“Especially dealing in the food and 
beverage industry, once people have 
a drink or two, everyone feels a little 
more comfortable,” Dean said. “So, 
they might forget to have the mask 
on. So, it’s just kind of a training 
period for people to really learn how 
to be in public.”

The county has created a poster to 
help businesses and consumers be 
on the same page as far as what to 
expect when they enter the business. 
As county Communications Director 
Dominick Recckio explained, the 
poster was created after consulting 
with the Tompkins Chamber, DIA, 
Tompkins County Area Development 
(TCAD) and others and has so far 
reached over 480 businesses.

Recckio stressed the importance 
of having the poster and otherwise 
creating safety plans that are clear 
to consumers.

“There’s a lot more businesses 
that exist in Tompkins County 
in those different industries that 
have reopened, and we need more 
businesses to go online and fill out 
the application form and create their 
reopening plans,” he said. “The 
affirmations are really important 
because they show well-researched 
industry guidance.”

The Ithaca Promise Campaign – a 
message and promise of commitment 
among the city of Ithaca, Tompkins 
Chamber, Local First Ithaca and 
the DIA – serves a similar purpose 
of helping downtown businesses 
establish a consensus between 
owner and consumer.

“Ithaca Promise is basically 

sort of an informal contract,” DIA 
Communications Manager Darlene 
Wilber said. “It lists out that as a 
business, here’s what we will do for 
you. … And then there is another 
part of it that says in return, here’s 
what we ask of you, the consumer.”

Sources said following those 
guidelines helps address another 
concern - businesses being shut down 
due to non-compliance complaints. 

“What we don’t want to see is 
anyone, any type of business or 
organization, having any complaints 
filed against them,” Tavares said. 
“We don’t want anyone to have 
an unfortunate visit from either 
the Public Health Department or 
another agency that has to have a 
difficult conversation with them or 
ask them to close back down again.”

The above concerns are exactly 
why many area business owners 
have taken such care in preparing 
for reopening and following state 
and county guidelines, said DIA 
Business Outreach Coordinator 
Kristina Thelen.

“While people are excited, they’re 
also trying to take the proper 
precautions, and they really want to 
reopen safely and to do it at the pace 
that they feel comfortable with,” she 
said.

Aside from public health concerns 
is financial concerns. Many sources 
interviewed for this story said that 
complying with safety guidelines, 
while crucial for public health, 
can get expensive and can create a 

See PHASE 3, on page 12
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PHASE 3
Continued from page 11

significant loss for a business. 
“The constant cleaning, it is just 

extra money,” Sidle said. “We’ve 
actually hired somebody to literally 
be a cleaner during dinner service. 
So, they go and they constantly just 
do a giant loop of the facility. … 
And it is literally a six-and-a-half to 
seven-hour work shift in which that 
person is really just kind of going 
around and cleaning just anything 
people can touch.”

This financial strain is especially 
true for owners who are still waiting 
on federal aid, like Bouché.

“It’s just incredibly sluggish,” 
he said. “In our case, nothing has 
happened. So, it’s very frustrating 
and for us, we are so small that 
basically we survive or we don’t, 
period. Taking huge loans to survive 
is not always a solution.”

Strategies
By far, sources said the best way 

to ensure a smooth reopening is for 
residents - both business owners and 
consumers - to continue to follow 
health guidelines outlined by the 
state and the county and to be patient 
with each other.

“We can open up business, we can 
do it safely, and we can protect the 
public,” said Senior Public Health 
Sanitarian Skip Parr. “So, we just 

need to remain steadfast in wearing 
masks and putting into place some 
precautions to ensure that we 
continue to operate in a safe fashion 
to keep our numbers down.”

County leaders are also adjusting 
practices to help area restaurants 
accommodate more outdoor seating. 
In Trumansburg, for example, 
village administration amended 
regulations on June 22 to allow for 
more seating outside. And in the 
city of Ithaca, Mayor Svante Myrick 
announced the city will be closing 
the 100 block of North Aurora Street 
to vehicular traffic starting on 
Thursday, June 25, so businesses 
can use that block for seating.

For residents, sources said the best 
way to support local businesses is 
simply to patronize them - eat out at 
your favorite restaurant or schedule 
that long-awaited haircut. Thelen 
added that residents should make 
sure they’re only doing what they’re 
comfortable with.

“Downtown businesses are 
there for them. They are willing 
to do whatever the customer is 
comfortable doing at this point,” 
she said. “You can shop local online 
if you don’t feel comfortable with 
being downtown for whatever 
reason. We’re not going to ask you to 
go outside of your personal comfort 
level.”

Above all, sources said that the best 
path forward is one where everyone 
supports each other through these 
challenging times.

“More than ever, it’s important 
that we work together as a 

community, lifting each other 
up, sharing information, having 
empathy and compassion for the 
strain that we’ve all been under and 
really helping everyone navigate 
this new environment,” Legislator 
Anna Kelles said.

Looking to the future
As reopening proceeds and the 

county heads toward phase four, 
many sources expressed optimism 
for what’s to come. Most, like Dean, 
hope that the county’s success will 
carry on well into the future.

“When we opened back up, we 
opened up for the right reasons 
because the numbers were there, not 
because we were just tired,” Dean 
said. “So, I’m hoping that because we 
opened up for the right reasons, we 
can continue moving forward, do it 
safely and responsibly, so hopefully 
we can stay open.”

Phase four includes education and 
entertainment, both sectors that 
will bring lots of people back into 
the county, whether for college or 
leisure activities. As such, sources 
are hoping that phase, when it 
arrives to the county, is handled just 
as carefully as previous phases.

“Because [students] are going to 
come back from all over the country 
and sometimes all different parts 
of the world, whether or not we 
really get a second wave in a second 
depends on what the students do,” 
Leifer said. “And as long as they’re 
prepared to cooperate, I think we’ll 
be fine.”

And for many sectors, COVID-19 

has created an opportunity to rethink 
business practices and possibly 
create better systems to outlast 
the pandemic, as TCAD President 
Heather McDaniel described.

“We’re starting to move from 
emergency response and into 
recovery,” she said. “We’re starting 
to, with our partners, talk about 
planning for that longer-term 
recovery period and how we might 
be able to capitalize on some 
opportunities or address some 
challenges as time goes on.”

Conclusion
Overall, sources said they are 

appreciative not only of the arrival 
of phase three but also for the 
cooperation of the county and 
residents to work to prevent new 
spikes of COVID-19. Many leaders 
have seen the county’s response to 
reopening and have been impressed 
by businesses and residents alike.

“Businesses are essentially 
having to reinvent their entire 
business model,” Trumansburg 
Mayor Rordan Hart said. “And I 
think they’ve done a tremendous job. 
And it shows how adaptable people 
can be and how business owners, 
entrepreneurs, by nature tend to be 
people who can adjust.”

Parr shared that sentiment.
“This has been a community 

effort,” Parr said. “The community 
as a whole has really responded in a 
way that it has led to us keeping the 
infection rate down. And it’s just a 
testament to how resilient that this 
community is.”
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SPORTS

taking place from April 27 to May 3.
“It was really awesome,” Golden 

said. “The last day we were open 
to customers, I think March 22, we 
had a really big day of community 
support as well. So, the two of those 
back to back, really, were amazing. 
Those two things paired with the 
Small Business Association for 
our economic disaster loan, we’re 
O.K. Now, it’s just on us to try to 
do what we can to treat that as an 
investment in us and make sure 
we’re circulating it back to the 
community.”

After the success of the virtual 
run, in which most of the funds 
were raised via optional donations 
at the time of registration, the 
runners club is excited to get back 
to holding in-person events. They 
have already canceled all events 
through August, but there’s a 
chance for a return before the end 
of the year.

“I’ll be very excited [for our first 
race back],” Kresock said. “One of 
the reasons is that the club does 
a trail race in early October, and 
I’m the race director for that. It’s 
possible that would be the first 
one back after six months with no 
races.”

Golden handled a hectic schedule 
during the shutdown, as his wife 
is a healthcare worker and he has 
three kids at home. In addition to 
his responsibilities at home, Golden 
was still performing deliveries from 
online and email orders for the 

Fingers Lake Running Company. 
“It never really stopped,” Golden 

said. “I think we were maybe 30% 
down in that two-month period, 
which was tough. We’re already 
kind of on a shoestring as a 
business. We have been for years. 
But I was really grateful to be 30% 
down because I know that probably 
a lot of businesses had it much, 
much, much worse than that.”

Business has picked back up 
for the Finger Lakes Running 
Company since reopening, and 
what helped is how running is a 
sport that has been able to continue 
throughout the pandemic. Running 
in groups, though, will have to wait 
to make its return, and the Finger 
Lakes Runners Club is anxious to 
get back to physical races rather 
than virtual.

right time to step away and leave it 
in others’ hands.”

Austin is very confident in the 
hands the program are in now, 
recalling Hayes as both a player 
and an assistant coach.

“[Hayes] was a grinder on the 
court,” Austin said. “He’s a grinder 
in the office and he’s a grinder 
on the recruiting trail. He loves 
to recruit, and that’s really the 
lifeblood of all athletics programs, 
being able to talk to recruits around 
the country around the globe. He’s 
able to talk about Ithaca College 
and college tennis from a very 
familiar point of view. He loves and 
just believes in the family aspect of 
what we have to offer.”

Austin added that he’s known 
Hayes since the latter was a junior 
in high school and that his hopes 
are that the program will be under 
Hayes’ lead for the next 20 years. 
The support of coach Austin means 
the world to Hayes as he starts his 
own journey as the head coach of 
Ithaca College tennis.

“Coach Austin, who’s been 
running the program for 20 years, 
for him to support me taking the 
program from him, it means quite 
a bit,” Hayes said. “Being an alum 
as well, I’m very happy and very 
passionate about my future years 

as the leader of the program.”
Austin has truly been a mentor 

for Hayes and even a “father 
figure,” according to him. Hayes 
discussed some of the ways Austin 
has impacted him.

“He’s really helped shape me into 
the person I am today,” Hayes said. 
“That’s something I’ll always be 
grateful for. A big thing I’ve learned 
from Bill is how to be patient 
because sometimes I rush into 
things. I like to get things done as 
soon as I can. But Bill told me how 

to be patient and get work done.”
One of the most important tasks 

for a newly hired coach is to figure 
out a style. For Hayes, he’s taking 
what he’s learned from both coach 
Austin and his uncle Eric Hayes, 
whom Chris coached under at 
Mercer University before returning 
to Ithaca College.

“I’ve really been very fortunate 
to learn under these great coaches,” 
Hayes said. “That being said, 
they’re probably complete polar 
opposites of each other in terms of 

their coaching style. That’s been a 
real positive. My uncle is real in-
your-face. He’s really passionate. 
Bill, he’s kind of on the calmer side 
of things. For me, I’m trying to find 
the balance between the two of 
them to make something new on my 
own.”

Hayes went on to detail what 
he has in mind when he pictures 
himself as the Ithaca College head 
coach next school year.

“I like to think of myself as a 
player’s coach,” Hayes said. “I want 
to be adaptable to where I can coach 
my players in a way that will best 
suit them. That’s another thing I 
learned from coach Austin. He was 
really good at knowing his players 
and how they needed to be coached, 
especially during match time. 
That’s the biggest thing for me. I 
want to be adaptable.”

The passion Hayes has for his 
alma mater is palpable, and he 
wants to pass that on to his future 
players for years to come. 

“I want to motivate my players 
as much as possible because, as 
an alumni, I’m really passionate 
about our program and I’m really 
passionate about our school,” Hayes 
said. “I want my players to feel the 
same kind of passion that I feel for 
my school and our program.”

Following in the footsteps of a 
legend who made his mark at Ithaca 
College for two decades is no easy 
task. Hayes, however, has a deep-
rooted love for Ithaca and will 
ensure the tennis program is in 
good hands for years to come.

TENNIS
Continued from page 16

FLRC
Continued from page 16

Photo by Ithaca College Athletics
Former Ithaca tennis coach Bill Austin instructs Caroline Dunn (middle) and Haley 
Kusak (right) during the 2016 season. During his 20-year tenure, the women’s 
tennis team won 14 conference championships.
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Sponsored by:COMMUNITY RESOURCES/EVENTS

News updates

n Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention
PHONE: 800-232-4636
WEBSITE: https://www.cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019-ncov/index.html
SOCIAL: @CDC

n NYS Department of Health
PHONE: 1-888-364-3065
WEBSITE: https://www.health.ny.gov/
diseases/communicable/coronavirus/
SOCIAL: @NYSDOH

n World Health Organization
WEBSITE: https://www.who.int/
emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavi-
rus-2019
SOCIAL: @WHO

n Tompkins County Health 
Department
PHONE: (607) 274-6600
WEBSITE: https://tompkinscountyny.
gov/health
SOCIAL: @TompkinsPublicHealth

n NYS COVID-19 Hotline
PHONE: 1-888-364-3065

n 2-1-1
WHAT: Operators will have the most up-
to-date information and guidance pro-
vided by the Tompkins County Health 
Department. 2-1-1 should be used for 
general inquiries only.

n Tompkins County COVID-19 
Community Resource
WEBSITE: https://docs.google.com/
document/d/1ZE-XEJqzSsvJYmjp_
BQTh7ERrGZfwo7a85SIgQZlOgY/edit

n Tompkins COVID-19 Mutual 
Aid Response
WEBSITE: facebook.com/
groups/209042093515340/

Health

n Need Facial Masks?
WHAT: Sewgreen and Adrina Dietra are 
now selling facemasks.  Sewgreen is 
also selling facemasks kits so you may 
make your own masks. Plus, Handwork 
member Pat Halpen is also making 
masks.
WEBSITE: downtownithaca.com/direc-
tory/services

n COVID-19 Testing Site
WHAT: Tompkins County and Cayuga 
Health officials jointly announced the 
opening of a new testing center for 
COVID-19. All testing is free for New 
Yorkers, regardless of health insurance.
WHERE: The Shops at Ithaca Mall, 40 
Catherwood Rd, Ithaca
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday through 
Friday
WEBSITE: Register online at www.cayu-
gahealth.org or call (607) 319-5708

Leisure

n Queen Girl In The World
WHEN: July 11 at 7:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Motown-infused story 
of Jacqueline Marie Butler, an Afri-

can-American teenager coming of age 
in the 1960s. Her joys, challenges and 
heartbreak act as a unique lens on the 
civil rights movement as she journeys 
from her all-black neighborhood in 
Queens to an exclusive private school in 
Greenwich Village.
WEBSITE: https://hangartheatre.org/
event/queensgirl/

n Moreland the Magician
WHEN: June 27 from 2 to 2:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: Tompkins County Public 
Library’s Kids Summer Learning, for 
pre-readers through rising fifth graders, 
will kick off with an online event featur-
ing Moreland the Magician on Saturday, 
June 27 from 2:00 to 2:30 pm. More-
land’s Virtual Magic Show is recom-
mended for kids ages 4 through 10.
WEBSITE: https://www.eventcom-
bo.com/e/TCPL-presents-More-
land-the-Magicians-Virtual-Mag-
ic-Show-39463

n Ask A Master Composter
WHEN: June 25 at 6 p.m.
MORE INFO: Learn about all the free 
online resources available at TCPL that 
can help you start composting at home 

-- whether you are a beginner or have 
long standing questions about methods 
or management.
WEBSITE: tcpl.org/events

n Online and Through the 
Window
WHAT: “Online and Through the Win-
dow,” an exhibition of photographs by 
Jan Kather and David Watkins, Jr. This 
show is virtual/online. On exhibit is work 
derived from their studies of the botani-
cal world and natural landscape. View at 
www.soagithaca.org. July 1-Aug. 2.
WEBSITE: jankatherphotography.com; 
davidwatkinsjrphotography.com

Support

n The Cancer Resource Center  
VIRTUAL Walk & Run
WHEN: July 3-5 
MORE INFO: Cancer hasn’t stopped 
and neither have we.  CRC staff and 
volunteers continue to provide support 
services to those affected by cancer 
in our community.  We’ve had to learn 
how to do things a little differently.  And 
this includes our signature Walk & Run 
- which is being held virtually on the 
fourth of July weekend. 
WEBSITE: give.crcfl.net/walkrun

n Pre- and Post-natal 
Breastfeeding Support
WHAT: Tina Snyder, one of CCE-Tomp-
kins’  Nutrition Program Educators, is 
also a Certified Lactation Counselor. 
Due to the need for social distancing 

during this Covid-19 crisis, Tina is 
unable to offer her regular in-person 
classes for new or expecting moms, but 
she can provide Pre-Natal and Postnatal 
Breastfeeding Support by phone or 
other platforms for women who are WIC 
eligible.
CONTACT: tmf8@cornell.edu or text her 
at 607-280-0427

n Free Food Boxes at GIAC every 
Tuesday/Thursday
WHERE: Greater Ithaca Activities Cen-
ter, 301 W Court St., Ithaca
MORE INFO: On Tuesdays and Thurs-
days, Cornell distributes 45lb food 
boxes at GIAC from 1-4 p.m. containing 
non-perishables and sometimes perish-
ables like frozen chicken cutlets, milk 
and cheese.  No application process, 
nothing to fill out!
EMAIL: manzellafran@gmail.com

n Mental Health Association’s 
Peer Support Line
WHAT: Beginning May 11, the Jenkins 
Center staff will operate the Mental 
Health Association’s Peer Support Line, 
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Peer 
Supporters can offer emotional support, 
share knowledge and experiences, and 
connect you with resources. The Peer 
Support line is not a crisis line.
PHONE: 607-277-PEER (7337)

n "Yes, We’re Open” Guide
WHAT: Increasingly Ithaca’s food, 
beverage, retail, and service businesses 
are open for business with highlighted 
safety measures. Check this page to buy 
from and support your neighbors and 
their local businesses.
WEBSITE: ithaca.com/marketplace/
yeswereopen

n Curbside pickup hubs
WHAT: The Downtown Ithaca Alliance 
(DIA), in partnership with the City of 
Ithaca, is launching a temporary curb-
side pickup program around the down-
town community to support its retailers 
that don’t have curbside access.
WHERE: Seneca St. and Buffalo St.; 
Tioga/Seneca St. at the Commons; 
Cayuga St. at the Commons; Aurora St. 
at the Commons; Green St. in front of 
Press Bay
WEBSITE: downtownithaca.com

n Legal housing hotline for 
Ithaca tenants
WHAT: The Ithaca Tenants union 
launched a legal housing hotline, which 
the group started in collaboration with 
Cornell Law School. If you are having a 
tenancy-related legal concern, you can 
reach out to the hotline for free legal 
advice. Hotline Phone Hours: M-F 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 7 to 9 p.m.
CONTACT: ITuHousingHotline@gmail.
com or (607) 301-1560

UPDATES

As the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve, Tompkins Weekly will be 
updating readers via our website (TompkinsWeekly.com) and social media 
(@TompkinsWeekly). In addition, national, regional and county groups and 
organizations have joined together to provide the community with resources 
for information, support and activities related to the coronavirus. We have 
listed them here for your reference and will be updating our website as 
more resources come in.
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CLASSIFIEDS

CAROLINE

• Catherine M Chambers  
sold Mill Rd to  Jonathan 
Fairtank  for $20,926 on May 
28.

DRYDEN

• Jocelyn L Becraft  sold 
398 Hunt Hill Rd to  Ryan 
Lacount and Sarah Lacount  
for $365,000 on May 28.

• Peter H Friedlander  
sold Brooklyn Rd to  Gary 
L Mcnaney and Eve L 
Finkelnaw  for $273,000 on 
May 28.

ITHACA

• Jeffrey D Hartung  sold 204 
King Rd E to  Jason Forbes 
and Merrick Volpe  for 
$261,200 on May 27.

• Joseph Miller and Christen 
A Bonacci  sold N Geneva St 
to  John T Finn and Katherine 
T Finn  for $765,000 on May 

• 27 Albert E Rosevear and 
Joanne R Rosevear  sold 
105 Walnut St to  Arnab Dey 
and Miridusmith Saikia  for 
$439,900 on May 28.

• David M Stinson and 
Elizabeth A Ashford  sold 114 
Orchard Pl to  Victor Kessler 
and Chloe Ahmann-Kessler  
for $440,000 on May 28.

LANSING

• Richard B Eleck and 
Elizabeth M Eleck  sold 12 
Autumn Ridge Cir to  Blair W 
Bacher and Leigh F Bacher  
for $388,350 on May 26.

• Joseph C Galeotalanza 
and Emily Hayes  sold 714 
Van Ostrand Rd to  Andrew 

M Mcdonald  for $280,000 on 
May 27.

• David P Helmer and Susan 
J Tabrizi  sold Lake Forest Dr 
to  David Burns  for $85,000 
on May 28.

NEWFIELD

• Steven L Bannister  sold 
State Route 13 to  Joseph 
Barber  for $5,000 on May 26.

• Christine F Cutter and 
Scott H Cutter  sold 457 Main 
St to  Jodhua R Guidi  for 
$320,000 on May 27.

ULYSSES

• Ross Everett Tate IRT 
and Geoff Tate  sold 1153 
Taughannock Blvd to  Eric D 
Degraw and Sheri Degraw  
for $745,000 on May 26.

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

May 23 - 29

LEGAL NOTICES

ATTORNEY
BOY SCOUT COMPEN-
SATION FUND - Anyone 
that was inappropriately 
touched by a Scout leader 
deserves justice and finan-
cial compensation! Victims 
may be eligible for a signif-
icant cash settlement. Time 
to file is limited. Call Now! 
877-703-6315

CAR DONATION
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your 
taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 
1-855-587-1166

CAREER TRAINING
COMPUTER & IT TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train ONLINE 
to get the skills to become 
a Computer & Help Desk 
Professional now! Now of-

fering a $10,000 scholarship 
for qualified applicants. Call 
CTI for details! (866) 918-
4553 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

TRAIN AT HOME TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Become 
a Medical Office Profession-
al online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 855-516-1375. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
We buy 2002-2019 Cars/
Trucks. Running or Not! Na-
tionwide Free Pickup! Call 
1-888-416-2208

HEALTH
Attention: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrator! 
No more heavy tanks and 
refills! Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 855-

839-1738

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call now Save 
1-800-870-8711

HOME IMPROVEMENT
MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat 
Pump. Energy efficient 
heating & cooling! The only 
ductless system designed 
for amateur installation. 
Simple setup. Install any-
where. 100% sealed system. 
No special tools or training 
needed. WiFi controls. Call 
for more info! 1-866-481-
1233

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 

1-855-400-4965

Stay in your home longer 
with American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1500 off, including a free 
toilet, and lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-855-465-5426

INTERNET & TV
DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
1-855-614-5018

Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously 
at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-866-731-3285

REAL ESTATE
OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. 
Best selection of full/partial 
week rentals. Call for FREE 
color Brochure. Holiday Real 
Estate, Inc: 1-800-638-2102 
Online reservations: www.
holidayoc.com. $50 dis-
count - new rentals. Code: 
“WelcomeBack” (Expires 
2020-09-01)

Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts Over $50,000,000 
in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and 

learn how to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 844-955-2211

MAIL ORDER
ENJOY 100% Perfectly 
Tender and Guaranteed! 
20 Main Courses PLUS get 
4 FREE Burgers Order The 
Butcher’s Bundle - ONLY 
$69.99. Call 1-855-587- 4639 
mention code:61086ZNY or 
visit www.omahasteaks.
com/dinner694

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Christa B. Downey Coaching 
LLC filed Articles of Orga-
nization with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY)
on April 1, 2020.  Office 
Location is Tompkins Coun-
ty.  SSNY is designated as 
agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to United 
States Corporation Agents, 
Inc., 7014 13 th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 
11228.  Purpose is any lawful 
activity. 5/20, 5/27, 6/3, 
6/10, 6/17, 6/24.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Name: Second Steep Tea, 
LLC  Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) 
on March 4, 2020.  Office 
Location:  Tompkins County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC at 361 White 
Church Road, Brooktondale, 
NY 14817.  Purpose: to en-
gage in any and all business 
for which LLCs may be
formed under the New York 
LLC law. 5/20, 5/27, 6/3, 

6/10, 6/17, 6/24.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Center for Self-Relational 
Study, LLC Art. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 
5/18/20. Office: Tompkins 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to 
the LLC, 281 Enfield Center 
Road East, Ithaca, New York 
14850. Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. 5/27, 6/3, 6/10, 
6/17, 6/24, 7/1.
Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Notice of formation of: Post 
Brothers LLC. Articles of 
Organization filed with the 
Secretary of the State of
New York (SSNY) May 
11, 2020. Office Location: 
county of Tompkins. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: The LLC, 
P.O. Box 145, Brooktondale, 
NY 14817. Purpose: Any 
lawful purpose. 5/27, 6/3, 
6/10, 6/17, 6/24, 7/1.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Name:  DCW Properties, 

LLC.  Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) 
on April 23, 2020.  Office 
Location:  Tompkins County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to 120 N. Aurora St. 
Suite 3A, Ithaca, NY 14850.
 Purpose is any lawful pur-
pose.  6/3, 6/10, 6/17, 6/24, 
7/1, 7/8.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
LIMBOLANE LLC Art. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
5/26/20. Office: Westches-
ter County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the
LLC at 228 Judson Avenue, 
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522. 
Purpose: Development of 
interactive media. 6/3, 6/10,
6/17, 6/24, 7/1, 7/8.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
S & B Hockey Camp LLC 
filed Articles of Organi-
zation with the SSNY on 
2/11/20. Office is Tompkins 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 

whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC at 117 Autumn Ridge 
Circle, Ithaca, NY 14850. 
Purpose is any lawful pur-
pose. 6/3, 6/10, 6/17, 6/24, 
7/1, 7/8.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Furniss Law PLLC filed 
Articles of Organization 
with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 
4/24/20. Office location is 
Tompkins County. The SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the PLLC upon
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any such 
process to the PLLC at 950 
Danby Rd., Suite 100-G, Itha-
ca, NY 14850. Purpose is the 
practice of law. 6/3, 6/10, 
6/17, 6/24, 7/1, 7/8.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
DBNRG LLC filed Articles of 
Organization with the SSNY 
on 5/29/20. Office is Tomp-
kins County. SSNY desig-
nated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC at 45 Mill Street, 
Dryden, NY 13053. Purpose 
is any lawful purpose. 6/10, 
6/17, 6/24, 7/1, 7/8, 7/15.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Cayuga Post Acute Care, 
LLC filed Articles of 
Organization with Sec. of 
State (SSNY) on December 
3, 2019. Office location: 
Tomkins County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 

mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 1229 Trumansburg 
Road, Ithaca, New York 
14850. Purpose: any lawful 
activity. 6/10, 6/17, 6/24, 
7/1, 7/8, 7/15.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Ferdinando Design LLC filed 
Articles of Organization 
with Sec. of State (SSNY) on 
February 24, 2020. Office
location: Tompkins County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC at 308 Hook 
Place, Ithaca, New York 
14850. Purpose: any lawful 
activity. 6/17, 6/24, 7/1, 7/8, 
7/15, 7/22.

HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY

Ludlowville in the Town of Lansing is pictured in this 1907 
postcard image. The International Salt Plant is visible in the 
upper left.
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SPORTS In partnership with:

TENNIS

Hayes succeeds longtime coach Austin for IC Tennis
By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA

There has been a recent trend of 
Ithaca College coaches retiring after 
lengthy and incredibly successful 
careers. George Valesente 
(baseball), Deb Palozzi (softball), 
Jim Mullins (men’s basketball) and 
Paula Miller (women’s swimming) 
all retired since 2019 after spending 

over 20 years on the South Hill. The 
head coach of the men’s and women’s 
tennis programs, Bill Austin, also 
retired earlier this year after two 
decades of coaching.

Austin will be replaced by a 
former player of his and a 2016 
graduate of Ithaca College, Chris 
Hayes. Hayes has the sixth-most 
wins in school history with 108 and 
was a team captain in his final two 

seasons. After graduating, Hayes re-
joined the program as an assistant 
coach, where he has spent the past 
two years.

Austin accumulated several 
outstanding accolades during his 
time at Ithaca College. He coached 
the Bombers to over 400 match 
titles and 20 total conference 
championships (14 for the women 
and six for the men). With all of that 

added to his legacy, it was time to 
step down.

“The program is in a good 
place,” Austin said. “The things 
happening with COVID-19 may have 
accelerated the decision process a 
little bit, but it’s been something 
that I’ve been thinking about for a 
couple of years and seemed like the 

RUNNING

FLRC reopens following fundraiser
By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA

COVID-19 has had a huge impact 
on small businesses across the 
nation and in our backyard. One of 
the businesses in Ithaca that was 
forced to temporarily close was the 
Finger Lakes Running Company 
(FLRC), the only dedicated 
running store in Tompkins County. 
To help the store get back on its 
feet, the Finger Lakes Runners 
Club, a community of runners in 
the Ithaca area, held the Virtual 
COVID-19 Mile Fund Run to raise 
funds for the business. 

It was a massive success well 
beyond what the organizers had 
expected, raising $15,335 from over 
500 participants with 100% of the 
proceeds going to the Finger Lakes 
Running Company. The fundraiser 
helped Ian Golden, the owner of the 
company, to successfully reopen 
about two weeks ago after being 
shut down before the end of March. 
Golden was very appreciative of 
the community’s efforts.

“It’s huge,” he said. “At some 
level, a lot of people have supported 
us to get us through nearly 15 
years to begin with. So, that’s a 
testament. But you don’t really 
see until push comes to shove 
that it really means something 
personally to a lot of individuals 
beyond just buying whatever when 
they need it.”

Pete Kresock, the runners 
club’s race director, drew 
inspiration from similar events 
in Rochester that helped prevent 
its local running stores from 
shutting down. He discussed the 
importance of the store and why 
he implemented a similar plan in 
Ithaca.  

“[FLRC] is very important 
because it’s the only store of its 
nature anywhere in Tompkins 
County,” Kresock said. “The store 
also sponsors a lot of local races in 

conjunction with the Finger Lakes 
Runners Club. They’re involved 
with donating to youth groups or 
getting free and discounted gear to 
individuals or groups that might 
not be able to afford it too easily.”

At first, Kresock considered the 
fundraiser by himself, but he then 
went to the Finger Lakes Runners 
Club, where he serves on the 
board of directors, and presented 
the idea to them. Their resources 

helped make the idea a reality, 
leading to an outcome that defied 
expectations. 

“It was a lot bigger than I was 
expecting,” Kresock said. “I 
thought maybe 200 people signing 
up and raising a couple thousand 
dollars from 200 registrants would 
be a pretty big success. With the 
marketing ability of the runners 
club and Ian’s involvement with the 
community and all the people that 

know him and want to support him, 
I got a lot more people on board than 
I had hoped for.”

An event like this proves how 
tight-knit the running community 
is in Tompkins County. Golden 
discussed the support he received 
before and during the shutdown to 
help keep the store afloat for over 
two months with the fundraiser 

See FLRC, on page 13

Photo provided
(From left to right) Elizabeth Dawson, Zoe Freer-Hessler, Finger Lakes Runners Club Race Director Pete Kresock, Kurt Heubner, 
Finger Lakes Running Company owner Ian Golden and Xander Dawson hold the symbolic check for the money raised in FLRC’s 
Virtual COVID-19 Mile Fund Run.

See TENNIS, on page 13


