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In our last issue, Tompkins Weekly 
took a look back at what 2019 brought 
to the county. Now that 2019 has 
come and gone, and the new year is 
here, it’s the perfect time to look at 
upcoming projects, milestones and 
efforts in 2020. 

Education

Arguably one of  the largest projects 
2020 has in store for the county is 
the official start of  Ithaca College’s 
Ithaca Forever, its five-year strategic 
plan. Dave Maley, IC director of  
public relations, described it best. 

“The plan is intended to serve as a 
blueprint for how the college is going 
to provide an exceptional educational 
experience for our students, one that 
is accessible, affordable, responsive to 
the needs of college students,” he said. 
“This comprehensive plan is going 
to guide the college’s efforts through 

the next five years to help ensure the 
longevity and sustainability of  the 
college.”

Ithaca Forever is centered around 
four main areas of focus: collaboration 
and governance; diversity, equity and 
inclusion; off-campus partnerships; 
and year-round campus. 

In Ithaca Forever’s first year, the 
college plans to develop a common 
schedule and common academic 
regulations across schools; expand 
the Bias Impact Reporting process to 
include programming that educates 
campus around relevant topics; 
revise the college diversity statement; 
and develop and pilot programs 
for winter and summer academic 
terms and immersion experiences, 
according to the school’s website.

At Tompkins Cortland Community 
College, President Orinthia 
Montague said the college plans to 
focus on adult enrollment initiatives 
and micro-credentials in 2020 to 
increase enrollment for new and 
returning students.

“What we’re trying to do is tie what 
we offer at the college to what the 
labor market is saying that they need, 
what our adult and working students 
are saying they need,” Montague 
said. “That’s very key, that people can 
get in and get out and continue with 
their lives.”

Transportation

Mike Hall, director of  the Ithaca-
Tompkins International Airport, said 
the airport plans to finish a general 
aviation customs facility by the end 
of  this year, which will allow direct 
international arrivals into the airport.

Hall said the customs building is 
mostly complete, and the next step is 
moving customs in with equipment, 
technology and other materials 
needed for operations. 

“In the next quarter, we expect the 
building to be fitted out with all the 
computer gear, … and then, an agent 
will be assigned, and then, the whole 
thing together will be commissioned,” 
Hall said. “My goal for that is second 
quarter, or April of  2020.”

The airport will be able to accept 
any aircraft from an international 
point of  departure that’s been pre-
cleared, from places like Toronto and 
Paris. If  the flight hasn’t been pre-
cleared, then the plane can have up to 
20 seats.

Clearing more than 20 passengers 
on an international flight in would 
take much more space, personnel 
and resources, and Hall said there 
wasn’t enough of  a demand to 

See TRUMANSBURG, on page 11
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Year in review: A look forward 
to what 2020 has in store

Photo by Erin Clarke
Ithaca College starts 2020 with its Ithaca Forever five-year action plan. Left to right, Ithaca College Board of Trustees Chair 
Dave Lissy, President Shirley Collado and Provost and Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs La Jerne Terry Cornish.

New year brings new 
projects, developments, 
policies for county

See YEAR IN REVIEW, on page 10

After a successful soft opening 
in late November, Trumansburg 
Main Street Market is officially 
open with regular hours, an 
enticing menu and weekly 
entertainment. 

The market, 
housed at 21 E. 
Main St., has 
been host to 
many eateries 
over the years, 
most notably 
Gregory’s and 
the Shin Hollow 
in the 1970s 
and ’80s and 
Barry’s Family 
Restaurant in 

the ’90s, which eventually divided 
the building to make room for a 
Chinese restaurant. 

Main Street Market takes over 
where the most recent business, 
Good to Go!, left off  when owner 
Nana Monaco closed the doors in 
October. 

Owners Lauren and Kevin 
McKinzey, formerly of Black Pearl 
Creamery in Trumansburg, gave 
the building a facelift, with fresh, 
white paint on both the interior 
and exterior, complemented by 
a bright green awning over the 
sidewalk. New custom retail 
shelves, counters and lighting 
make for increased seating and a 
spacious and bright feel. 

Menu items include daily soups, 
a daily skewer, pie, truffles, ice 
cream, sandwiches and burgers, 
specialty toasts such as roasted 
tomato, honey butter or humus, 

COUNTY

TRUMANSBURG 
CONNECTION
By Elaine 
Springer

“It is our mission to offer 
quality local, organically 
grown, delicious prepared 
foods, groceries and local 
beer and cider, at affordable 
prices, while contributing 
to building a stronger and 
more sustainable local 
community.” 
LAUREN MCKINZEY,  
Co-owner of the Main Street Market
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Visions FCU Ithaca expansion moves forward
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY

Visions Federal Credit Union, 
headquartered in Binghamton, is 
expanding into the southwest side of  
the city of  Ithaca, with the planned 
branch and adjacent amphitheater 
set to be complete by the end of  this 
year. 

Site plans were submitted to the 
city in May of  2019, and since then, 
VFCU has worked through the 
leasing process and is currently 
working on excavation to ensure a 
stable foundation with the soft soil 
of  the land. Building of  the branch 
structure is expected to begin in 
March, with the entire location set 
to be completed by the end of  the 
summer.

The new 3,320-square-foot facility 
is planned for 410 Elmira Rd. in front 
of  the Elmira Road Shopping Plaza. 
Most of  the lot will be fenced in to 
turn into an outdoor, 940-square-foot 
amphitheater at the southeast corner 
of  the property. According to its Site 
Plan Review document, the project is 
expected to cost $1.25 million. 

President and CEO Ty Muse said 
VFCU was founded in 1966 and has 
only grown since, with 51 branch 
offices across three states and over 
199,000 members, and Ithaca was 
an obvious choice on where to grow 
next.

“I’ve always been in love with 
Ithaca, enamored with Ithaca from a 
kid growing up and visiting Ithaca,” 
Muse said.

Muse has wanted to open a VFCU 
branch in Ithaca for many years, and 
recently, VFCU obtained a charter 
expansion that made that dream 
a reality. Aside from his personal 
affinity for the city, Muse said VFCU 
already has about 1,000 members in 

the county and 500 in the city, so there 
was clear demand for a branch here. 

The planned expansion will have 
all the capabilities and resources of  
other VFCU branches with the added 
area for an amphitheater. Though 
an amphitheater may not seem like 
an obvious choice for a financial 
institution’s new location, Muse said 
that was the point.

“Wherever we go, we don’t want 
to just be there for money,” Muse 
said. “We want to help build in 
the community and support the 
community. And it just seemed like 
[the amphitheater] would be a unique 
thing … that really fit what I wanted 
our brand to be in Ithaca – a place of  
convenience, a place that can reflect 
and leverage the arts and the talent 

around Ithaca.”
In addition, the amphitheater will 

help make VFCU a destination and a 
point of  reference in the community, 
Muse said. The amphitheater can 
house events like movie showings, 
concerts, not-for-profit events, 
business events and more, all 
independently of  the main branch 
functions.

Assistant Vice President of  
Marketing Mandy DeHate said no 
matter what the amphitheater has 
in store for residents, she and others 
at VFCU want it to be a source of  
community for Ithaca and the rest of  
the county.

“We definitely want to keep it 
family-friendly and free,” DeHate 
said. “We want the events there to be 

a place where people can congregate, 
they can enjoy the concert, the movie, 
the magician, whatever it happens 
to be, and just be in a really cool 
outdoor space that isn’t available 
everywhere.”

Jennifer Tavares, president of  
the Tompkins County Chamber of  
Commerce, said the entire planned 
branch align with the overall culture 
of  Ithaca.

“Visions has some interesting ideas 
about how their new branch here will 
serve the community,” she said. “The 
addition of  a pet-friendly area and a 
small amphitheater will be uniquely 
Ithaca—which are all signs of  good 

Photo provided by Visions FCU
A rendering of Visions Federal Credit Union’s new building, an expansion planned for Ithaca. VFCU, based in Binghamton, is 
expanding to Tompkins County and adding an ampitheatre. The project is set to be complete by the send of the summer.

See VISIONS, on page 9
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LANSING Sponsored by:

The People’s Market offers variety, community
Arrayed along walls and on tables 

in the middle are a wondrous and 
varied array of  products 
produced locally and for 
sale on commission at a 
small market building 
on Atwater Road.

“There’s a market for 
just about everything,” 
said Jay Engels, co-
owner of  The People’s 
Market of  Lansing, and 
his shop proves that.

Jay is an accountant 
and his co-owner, and spouse Carol 
is a veteran of  more than two 
decades of  teaching kindergarteners 
at Raymond Buckley Elementary 
School. They came here in 2000 and 
raised alpacas on Scofield Road. 

Alongside that farm was a gift shop 
that Jay ran while working from 
home. People came to buy, and people 
came with tax questions at all hours.

When “it got to be a little old,” 
Jay looked for a place where they 
could sell their alpaca products, 
and he had an office in the back 
where he could do the books for local 
businesses and nonprofits.

They spent three years at the left 
end of  the small plaza where the 
post office is before moving across 
the street, buying their own building 
when VooDoo Amps moved out. 
They’ve been there for the seven 
years since.

“As an accountant, I don’t like 
paying rent,” Jay said. “Plus, it is a 
bigger space.”

There are four offices in the back 
for two lawyers (Veronica Johnson 
and Ed Goehler), a therapist 
(Abigail Stark) and a cleaning 
business (Coop Cleaning). A local 
community supported agriculture 
(CSA) uses the place as a drop-off  
site for its customers. And Jay has a 
commercial kitchen in the back that 
people use to make and package salsa 

and other local products.
But the main focus of  the market is 

everything else.
“We started selling our alpaca 

products and asked six or seven 
friends to join us selling their goods 
on consignment,” Jay said. 

Today, there are more than 40 
different vendors with products in 
the store. 

“We have a little bit of  everything,” 
Jay said. “Soap, photography, 
jewelry, pottery, eggs, maple syrup. 
We have socks, cheese, cupcakes and 
cookies, macaroons. I have people 
who just come in for the cookies and 
people who just come in for the dog 

bones. There is local honey, which 
is supposed to be good for your 
allergies. I have people who get the 
honey for their dog’s allergies. And 
it’s supposed to be good if  your dog 
gets a cut.” 

There is a large selection of  
books from Lansing Sub Shop and a 
counter of  baseball cards and sports 
memorabilia. For the rest, Jay buys 
whole estates to sort the sellable from 
the scrapable. 

In the summer, Jay will run up the 
lake to an Amish market once a week 
to buy produce for sale out front. A 
local man makes sandwiches in the 
kitchen for sale.

“It’s unique,” Jay said. “It’s stuff  
that you are not going to find at 
Target - a good variety.”

Summer and fall tourists drive a 
lot of  the business, but Jay said that 
gift buyers make November and 
December his busiest season, which 
leaves spring open for accounting 
season.

Having a post office across the 
street makes it easy for Jay to 
operate an online version of  The 

People’s Market, selling goods on 
consignment on eBay, Craigslist and 
Facebook marketplace.

“I ship eight, 10, 12 or 15 packages 
a day in the busy season,” Jay said. 
“I’ve sold saxophones, musical 
instruments and electronics. I have 
about a hundred of  those light-up 
houses people put up at Christmas 
for sale, model helicopters that 
someone’s husband used to like to 
tinker with. It’s 10 or 15% of  the 
business.”

Jay takes a commission of  25% 
on every sale and pays his vendors 
monthly. New vendors approaching 
Jay should “look to bring in 
something different, so they don’t 
overlap with what is here already,” 
he said.

And why “The People’s Market”?
“We bought that sign at auction 

about 20 years ago and hung it over 
the chicken coop,” Jay said. “When we 
opened the store and thought about 
what to name it, well, we already had 
the sign.”

 

Photo by Matt Montague
Jay Engles with a small portion of the widely varied stock of Lansing’s The People’s Market. Jay and his co-owner and spouse 
Carol started the shop 10 years ago to sell products from their alpaca farm. The market has grown to 40 local venders since.

LANSING  
AT LARGE
By Matt 
Montague
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GROTONSponsored by:

High school goes ‘under the sea’ this spring
On the heels of the 30th anniversary 

of  the Walt Disney film, “The Little 
Mermaid” in 2019, the Groton High 

School Drama Club has 
just begun rehearsing 
the stage version of  
the same title for its 
15th anniversary in 
2020 of  high school 
musicals under the 
club’s director, Annette 
Twitchell.

Twitchell brought 
musicals back to 
the Groton stage for 
the first time in two 

decades with “The Wizard of  Oz” in 
2006. Each year since has continued to 
bring talented students together with 
some amazing musical productions 
that have rivaled Broadway in our 
little town.

Casting took place just prior to the 
holiday break in December, and the 
following students are working hard 
already for their performances in 
March.

Morgan Dittman will play the 
lead role of  Ariel, alongside Sam 
Young, who will play Prince Eric. 
Ariel’s father, King Triton, the ruler 
of  Atlantica, will be played by Evan 
Carlo, and Michaeline Lauchle will 
play the role of  the sea witch, Ursula, 
who holds a secret vendetta against 
the king.

Ursula’s sidekicks, her symbiotic 
pet eels, Flotsam and Jetsam, will 
be played by Leanna Jackson and 
Sarah Dean, respectively, while King 
Triton’s advisor, the crab named 
Sebastian, will be played by Elijah 
Griep. Darian Mitchell will play 
Prince Eric’s valet, Grimsby, and 
Braedy Dilger will model the mad 
and zany cooking expertise of  Chef  
Louis as he plays that role.

Ariel’s best friend, Flounder, will 
be played by Jaiden Mitchell, and 
Alyssa Fennimore was cast as the 
seagull, Scuttle, who often leads Ariel 
astray with his inaccurate knowledge 
of  humans and their culture.

The role of Windward will be played 
by Brynn Blasz, Willow Orr will play 
Leeward, Donovan Mitchell will be 
Pilot, and Averie Roberts is Aquata.

Brooke Brecht, Chloe Conger, 
Madison Howell, Dianna Niño and 
Mandy Wolchetsky will have various 
roles as mersisters, princesses and 
maids, and Devon Klein is cast in 
a specific role as Maid 1. Leanna 

Jackson, Sarah Dean and Framke 
Vitale have all been cast as the Gulls.

The company’s chorus, made up 
of  sailors, sea creatures, chefs and 
animals, will feature  Justin Batzer, 
Brynn Blasz, Lena Brehm, Mathias 
Brehm, Megan Cute, Julia Garcia, 
Devon Klein, Donovan Mitchell, 
Diella Niño, Willow Orr, Devyn 
Roberts, Alyssa Slater, Elly Sturmer, 
Framke Vitale, Stefanie Walberger 
and Tristin Weeks.

Twitchell said she was looking 
forward to the beginning of  the 
rehearsals throughout the break. 

“We have a number of  students 
with great talent returning to the 
stage, and we have a number of  
students in grades nine through 12 
who have decided to join us for the 
first time,” she said. “We have a great 
cast.”

Twitchell also said this show will 
be a challenge to stage. 

“For example, I have been working 
on ways to create effects that will 
give the appearance of  water,” she 
said. “The costumes will be a lot of  
fun for both the cast members and 
the audience, and the music has a 
few extra numbers that are not in the 
film. This show is going to be a crowd-
pleaser for sure.”

The performances will be in 
March, but anyone who has either 
experienced the caliber of  Groton’s 
musicals or have even just heard 
about them knows how important it 

is to get the dates on one’s calendar as 
soon as possible.

This year’s dates are Friday, March 
20 at 7 p.m. and two performances 
on Saturday, March 21 at 1 and 7 
p.m. Cost is $8 for adults and $5 for 
children and students.

Video Contest for STEAM 
students

Carline Rasmussen, CFO of  
Agricultural Modeling & Training 
Systems (ATMS), an international 
agricultural-based company located 
on East Groton Avenue right here 
in Groton, and her team gave a 
presentation this past December to a 
rapt audience of  students in Groton 
High School’s STEAM Learning 
Center.

Rasmussen and company educated 
students about the intricacies of  
their business, including how ATMS 
got started, the development of  their 

computer programming and their 
individual career journeys that led 
them to ATMS.

As a result, ATMS is now teaming 
up with the STEAM department to 
offer students a chance to compete in a 
video contest about “How technology 
in agriculture has improved quality 
of  life.”

Students will work across programs 
to create a two-to-three-minute video 
highlighting the positive impact 
of  technology in the agriculture 
industry. AMTS will feature the top 
five videos on its Facebook page, 
where people can vote for their 
favorites. Winners will be revealed on 
The Nutritionist webinar on May 8.

Groton on the Inside appears 
weekly. Submit news ideas to Linda 
Competillo, lmc10@cornell.edu or 607-
227-4922.

Photo provided
Caroline Rasmussen, chief financial officer of Agricultural Modeling and Training Systems, presents to students in Groton 
High Schoo’s STEAM Learning Center.

GROTON  
ON THE 
INSIDE
By Linda 
Competillo

See GROTON, on page 10
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NEWFIELD

Clay menagerie at Newfield artist’s studio
 By H. Eckerson

Driving out into the hills of  
Newfield after a snowstorm is 
breathtaking and dicey.  That is 
where the studio of  local artist 
Treacy Ziegler is located. Her 
directions state to drive to the second 
barn situated off  the ruddy driveway.

The barn’s hot pink doors and 
turquoise trim rebel against the 
winter woods, hinting that there is 
something going on in there.  True, 
this barn houses animals, albeit clay 
ones not native to the area. 

Sculptures of  a life-size camel 
and 12-foot headless giraffe greet 
visitors upon entering. (The giraffe’s 
head and neck are on a dolley off  
to the side.) Initially, the studio 
contained two printing presses for 
monoprints.  About four years ago, 
it expanded out as well as up into an 
industrial and utilitarian space to 
accommodate her sculpture work. 

“The parents of  my son’s friend 
came out to visit once, expecting an 
artist’s studio to have Oriental rugs 
and fancy furnishings,” she said.  

Instead, they saw the makeshift 
clay incubator affectionately 
known as her “Easy Bake oven,” 
cobbled together with two-by-fours, 
lightbulbs and foam board.

Ziegler is drawn to working with 
museums and libraries. This spring, 
she’ll be at the Noyes Museum of Art 
in Atlantic City, followed by a solo 
show this fall at the Erie Art Museum 
in Erie, Pennsylvania, tentatively 
titled “Under a Concrete Sky.”  The 
camel and giraffe are the main pieces 
of  the exhibit opening in September 
2020. Her process is thoughtful and 
flexible.

“I always change my design, 
going with the flow,” she explained, 
pointing out the trailer she will use to 
transport the pieces.  

The trailer is only six feet high, 
half  the height of  her giraffe. Ziegler 
spent time at the Rochester Zoo 
observing and sketching the giraffe. 

“I spend a lot of  time on anatomy 
and character,” she said. Anatomy, 
she said, is “the integrity of  the being, 
both bones and emotion, a layering of  
existence.”

Back in her Newfield studio, these 
sketches were translated into 12-foot 
drawings of  the giraffe in several 
views.  She said climbing that high 

on a ladder was intimidating. The 
drawings are then used to figure out 
the armature, or framework, of  the 
piece. 

“A piece is only as good as its 
armature,” she said. “It has to be able 
to hold 800 pounds of  clay.”

Process, not pretense, drives 
Ziegler. 

“It’s interesting to see process and 
let it show,” Ziegler said. “There 
are no ready-mades; you don’t buy 
anything - you make it.”  

Last January, she made 1,000 
pounds of  clay in 30-pound batches.  

“Five electric turkey roasters were 
going all day to produce 150 pounds,” 
she said. 

Clay can be re-used and actually 
improves with age.  Some sculptors 
will their clay. Ziegler’s husband, 
also an artist, inherited 80-year-old 
clay made from motor oil. She wanted 
a less toxic recipe and developed one 
that uses vaseline, baby oil, wax and 
powdered clay.  It is this philosophy 
that led Ziegler to take welding 
classes at TST BOCES, allowing 
her to fabricate her own armature, 
platforms and anything else she 
needs.

The two layers of  mold over the 

clay form are rubber slathered with 
plaster. Once removed from the clay, 
the paper pulp is pressed into the 
mold, taking the impression of  the 
original clay. The rubber gives the 
fine details created in the clay, while 
the plaster on top gives the supporting 
structure to the rubber.

The giraffe cannot be cast in one 
piece. Seeking out natural breaks 
in the anatomy, she works to divide 
it into manageable pieces for her 
exhibit. The giraffe will be separated 
into 27 sections, each leg into four to 
six sections, the torso 10 and the neck 
into six distinct areas. Aluminum 
cans are transformed into shims, 
creating walls for the sections and 
allow for easy reconstruction of  the 
pieces in the final form.  

“I collect from neighbors whatever 
they drank in the last month,” she 
said. “I’m happy they save them for 
me.”

Some of  these individual pieces can 
weigh as much as 30 pounds. 

“I have to be physically fit to get 
under and around the piece,” Ziegler 
said. 

She has three hoists to help her 
with this task.

In addition to making art, Ziegler 

teaches it, volunteering in prisons 
around the country.   She currently 
heads up the art program for Prisoner 
Express (PE), a local nonprofit based 
out of  the Durland Alternatives 
Library that provides educational 
and self-expression opportunities 
for incarcerated individuals.  The 
hundreds of  letters PE receives 
from folks wanting to sign up for the 
newsletter and programming become 
materials for her sculptures.

“What could you do with all these 
letters?” Ziegler said. “I thought I 
could put them in a cage but then 
thought ‘who cares?’ There’s no 
aesthetic there. For me, it makes 
sense to take these letters and make 
something visual.” 

Ziegler shreds the letters, soaking 
them overnight in five gallon 
buckets and whizzing them up in a 
commercial grade blender to create 
pulp for her sculptures.  

Some of  the letters she used were 
chosen intentionally. “Without want 
or need, I turn inward and feed on 
my heart” will be cast in paper made 
from the letters of  prisoners living 
in solitary confinement. The camel 
relies on its internal water source 
to survive the desert harshness; the 
prisoner in solitary confinement 
depends on heart.

The letters represent two extreme 
situations of  solitary confinement: 
Billy, who hung himself  in his cell, 
and Jerome, who taught himself  to 
read in solitary. Both sets of  letters 
reflect intense depression, Ziegler 
said.

Prisoner Express is currently 
working with a librarian to archive 
journals, essays and artwork received 
from participants over the last two 
decades. 

Working with the incarcerated 
population has impacted Ziegler’s 
professional life in interesting 
ways.  She has written extensively 
and presented around the country 
sharing her experiences and the 
works of  some of  her students. Those 
same experiences have severed some 
connections in the art world. 

“I suddenly became less ‘sellable’ 
working with prisoners,” she said. 
“My gallery contact was aghast, 
saying that nobody wants to buy art 

Photo by H. Eckerson
Newfield artist Treacy Ziegler’s studio is riddled with sculptures like this life-size 
camel, which greets visitors as they enter.

See NEWFIELD, on page 8
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ENVIRONMENT | OPINION

Street 
Beat

BY JESSICA WICKHAM

How did you celebrate the 
new year?

“I worked a 12-hour shift, then 
came home, had a glass of  wine 

and watched the ball drop.” 
Pam, Ithaca

Our question, 
your answers

“I ate Caribbean black beans 
and rice with my family.” 

Marc, Ithaca

“I had a glass of  wine and went
 to sleep at 9.” 

Beth, Virgil

“I and some friends got 
together. We cooked some food 

and watched a movie.” 
Abdullah, Ithaca

By Gay Nicholson
SUSTAINABLE TOMPKINS

For a long time, there’s been a 
presumption that getting off  fossil 
fuels was something only the 
wealthy could accomplish. But that 
is changing, and there are growing 
opportunities for lower-income 
residents to lead the way by making 
their homes zero carbon via air-
source heat pump heating systems 
and signing up for solar electricity.

The mission of  the Finger Lakes 
Climate Fund (FLCF) run by 
Sustainable Tompkins is to make 
sure that nobody is left behind in the 
transition to a clean energy economy. 
And one of  the best ways to do that is 
to lower the cost barriers for access 
to high-efficiency equipment that 
can be run on renewable energy. 
The Climate Fund has been doing 
that since 2010 by giving grants to 
those who need help making energy 
improvements.

Together, donors to the Climate 
Fund have funded 32 awards worth 
more than $53,000 that will prevent 
almost 2,500 tons of  CO2 from 
entering our atmosphere. Of  course, 
the benefits to the grant recipients 
are multiple – safer, healthier, more 
comfortable homes with lower 
energy bills.  Not to mention the 
green jobs that are supported locally 
by making the projects possible.

From 2019-2021, Sustainable 
Tompkins is partnering with 
HeatSmart Tompkins and NYSERDA 
to bring the positive benefits of  heat 
pump technology to low-to-moderate-
income (LMI) families throughout 
our community. 

Over the past  three years, the 
ultra-high efficiency of  heat pump 
technology has been funded in over 
70% of  the Climate Fund grants 
awarded. But the upfront price of  
this technology still remains out of  
reach for many. A two-year grant 
from NYSERDA will provide funds 
to combine additional incentives 
for heat pumps with carbon offset 
grants to bring down the price and 
help dozens more families make 
their home energy clean, green and 
affordable.

Heat pumps operate just like a 
refrigerator – but in reverse. Instead 
of  burning a fuel, they simply extract 
heat out of  the air or ground and 
transfer it via a heat exchanger, 
where it is compressed to reach the 
desired temperature for heating a 
home or to make hot water.  

This results in significant energy 
savings because there isn’t as much 
work to do to heat the air or water. 
As a result, a heat pump water heater 
uses only about one third as much 
energy for your hot shower. The 
savings just keep accumulating with 
each year.  A big bonus is that heat 
pumps can also cool your house in 
the summer – just by operating in 
reverse, like your refrigerator.

While funding lasts, Sustainable 
Tompkins will be offering a 
substantial additional incentive 
of  $2,000 per air-source heat pump 
system and $300 per heat pump 
water heater. This incentive will 
be combined with a carbon offset 
grant for the entire work scope of  
energy improvements being made 
on the home (such as insulation, air 
sealing, and replacement of  existing 
equipment). 

The size of  the grant depends on 
the amount of  carbon that will be 
kept out of  the atmosphere by making 
the improvements but typically runs 
between $1,500 and $2,500. For those 
who are just in need of  a new water 
heater, the carbon offset grant will 
be standardized at $200 – providing a 
total of  $500 toward the price of  a heat 
pump water heater.

Who qualifies for these incentives 
from Sustainable Tompkins? Anyone 
making 80% or less of  the county 
median income for their household 
size. 

How do you apply? Simply 
enroll at the HeatSmart Tompkins 
website where you can pick one of  
the certified contractors and ask 
that they apply on your behalf  to 
Sustainable Tompkins for the extra 
incentives. You can also read about 
the other incentives that everyone 
gets from NYSERDA and from 
NYSEG on their site. Applicants from 
Tompkins County and the adjacent 
towns of  the surrounding counties 
are invited to apply.

If  your water heater is more than 

a few years old, and you are income 
qualified, the cost to you for having a 
heat pump water heater installed will 
be less than buying a fossil fuel model 
and having to install it yourself. 

The air-source heat pumps are 
most cost-effective for lower-income 
residents when they are used to 
replace propane, fuel oil or electric 
resistance heating systems. 

Sustainable Tompkins has already 
given out two incentive packages 
to households in the villages of  
Spencer and Trumansburg for new 
heat pump systems and insulation 
packages, and two more are in the 
works.

Ready to study up on heat pumps? 
There’s a wealth of  information 
on the HeatSmart website about 
this evolving technology that is 
allowing New Yorkers to make 
their entire home clean, green, and 
affordable. Anyone with an aging 
water heater or a propane, fuel oil, 
or electric resistance heating system 
should enroll and get a free energy 
assessment of  what can be done 
to make your home climate smart. 
Check it out at HeatSmartTompkins.
org/climatefund.

If  you have questions about the 
program that can’t be answered 
by a HeatSmart contractor, email 
Marisa@sustainabletompkins.org or 
leave her a message at 607-272-1720 to 
find out more.

Gay Nicholson is the president of  
Sustainable Tompkins, where this 
article was first published in December 
of  2019. This is the latest installment 
of  the Signs of  Sustainability series 
produced by Sustainable Tompkins. 
For more information about the 
organization, visit their website at 
SustainableTompkins.org.

Heat pumps save energy for families
Signs of Sustainability

Photo provided by HeatSmart Tompkins
An outdoor condenser for an air-source heat pump. HeatSmart Tompkins is 
working to put energy-saving heat pumps in low-to-moderate-income homes.

“Heat pumps operate just like 
a refrigerator - but in reverse. 
Instead of burning a fuel, they 
simple extract heat out of the 
air or ground and transfer it 
via a heat exchanger, where 
it is compressed to reach 
the desired temperature for 
heating a home or to make hot 
water.” 
GAY NICHOLSON,  
Sustainable Tompkins president
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made from the letters of  prisoners.” 
But not one to bend to such 

attitudes, Ziegler said that’s part of  
the nature of  art.

“Art is amoral,” she said. “I know 
because I’ve been to art school. ... 

Some of  the best artists are bound for 
bad things.” 

Yet, Ziegler is not trying to be edgy 
or provocative. 

“I believe that art needs to 
stand on its own,” she said. “If  the 
viewer needed to know that these 
[sculptures] were made out of  letters 
to be interesting, I’d burn it all. I 
don’t think art is a statement; it’s an 
aesthetic.”

IN BRIEF:

Happening at the library

The Newfield Public Library is the 
latest stop on the Prisoner Express 
Traveling Art Show libraries tour. 
The exhibit, “Animal I Become,” 
features the work of  incarcerated 
individuals who have participated 
in the correspondence art program 
led by Newfield-based artist Treacy 

Ziegler.  Be sure to experience 
the powerful images and stories 
currently on display.

Starting this month, the library 
will host a STEAM-based book club 
for middle school aged students. Also 
new is the Technology Series for 
adults, where everyday and emerging 
technologies will be explained. Be 
sure to stop by the Library or visit 
www.newfieldpubliclibrary.com   for 
details on these and other upcoming 
events at the Newfield Public Library.  

NEWFIELD
Continued from page 6

The Ithaca City School District (ICSD) will host a culminating gallery 
event for the Soul of  the Earth Art Project involving third graders across 
the district. On Jan. 13, 2020, third graders will visit Ithaca High School’s 
Performing Arts Center, where student work will be displayed in the lobby 
area. Students will get a chance to view their work and enjoy a concert by 
the Honey Child Soul Quintet. The group will perform songs that inspired 
the artwork. Teaching Artist and Honey Child Soul Quintet member 
Elisa S. Keeler (shown in photo) began visiting third grade art classes in 
fall 2019. Using a flute inspired by the Anasazi and Hopi people, Keeler 
led students through guided art exploration with the live flute music 
as inspiration. In collaboration with the art teachers, students learned 
about the history of  the instrument and the cultural background of  this 
music, also connecting to the social studies curriculum. “This work with 
third graders at all eight elementary schools was extremely fulfilling,” 
Keeler said. “During each classroom visit, students dropped into a deep 
state of  concentration and stillness as they created their works of  art. It 
was a true collaboration. The music inspired their creations, and in turn, 
I was incredibly impressed and inspired by their creations. Each one was 
so unique. Some concrete imagery, some with story lines and some were 
abstract and striking.” Daphne Shululu, ICSD Fine and Performing Arts 
Director, discussed the value of  this kind of  collaboration. “When art work 
is presented in an authentic exhibition and performance setting such as 
this one, third graders have the opportunity to experience the impact 
of  their creativity and the chance to see themselves as emerging young 
artists.” An affiliate of  the Ithaca Public Education Initiative (IPEI), the 
Fine Arts Booster Group (FABG) works in partnership with the ICSD to 
support and celebrate all the arts for all the kids. Photo provided

Ithaca City School District exhibits young artists’ work
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things to come.”
VFCU has met with the Chamber 

along with several area businesses, 
legislatures and organizations to get 
a feel for what the community needs, 
and Muse said the credit union is 
looking forward to supporting 
community projects that could use 
their help. He said the financial 
institution also plans to work with 
other area credit unions to further 
support community philanthropic 
efforts. 

Tavares said she was familiar with 
Visions prior to talks of  expansion, 
and after discussions between 
Visions and the Chamber, she’s glad 
the credit union is trying to integrate 
itself  in the community.

“I’ve always found Visions and 
their team to be helpful, professional 
and community minded,” Tavares 
said. “From the Chamber perspective, 
we’re always excited to welcome new 
businesses to our community and see 
well established firms like Visions 
expanding their regional footprint.”

A specific collaboration between 
Visions and the Chamber is the 
“Member of  the Week” program, to 
which Tompkins Weekly plays host 
every week. 

The biggest challenge Muse sees 
moving forward is community 
awareness – showing the community 
that VFCU is there to help.

“We’re not just some big credit 
union coming in for our own 
purposes,” Muse said. “We’re here 
because we’re trying to really support 
the members that we have, but we 
also want to support the community 
and others by understanding the 
resources we have.”

For Visions, the expansion will help 
the credit union continue to grow and 
keep its costs low. For the county, 
Muse said it’ll help provide help to 

those who need it.
“For Tompkins, I think it’s just 

having one more financial resource 
that can now give and support their 
community, give and support their 
not-for-profits, give and support the 
initiatives that their legislatures 
might come up with,” Muse said.

Tavares echoed that sentiment, 
adding that Ithaca and Visions can 
help each other succeed.

“Visions has customers all over the 
Southern Tier region already, and 
since we’re such a diverse community 
with students arriving from around 
the region and world each semester, 
it’s natural that they’d find the 
Ithaca market to be of  interest,” 
Tavares said. “I’m sure their existing 
customers will appreciate Visions 
having a local presence and branch 
to visit and that potential customers 
may appreciate having another credit 
union to choose from.”

DeHate added that VFCU’s main 
philanthropic focus has been on 
children and youth, including the 
teachers that guide them, which is 
why the credit union is sponsoring 
the upcoming Ithaca Loves Teachers 
Winter Recess in February and plans 
to assist with similar efforts.

“Teachers are definitely something 
that we’re passionate about,” DeHate 
said. “We always want to support 
the educators that are leading and 
growing the minds of  the youth.”

Muse said VFCU plans to 
continue collaborations and talks 
with community members and 
organizations to get to know the city 
and county and what residents want 
most. Specifically, Muse said he’d like 
to use VFCU and his love of  art to help 
grow and foster the art community in 
the city and county. 

“When artists are doing well, it 
just seems like it brings people to the 
community, it brings people to their 
downtown, and it keeps a thriving, 
healthy downtown,” he said. “And 
ultimately, that’s something we also 
want to be a part of.”

And with every business, 
organization and project VFCU 

supports, DeHate said VFCU plans to 
do more than just contribute funds.

“We don’t just write a check,” she 
said. “We write a check, and then 
we show up, and we show up strong 
and because we want to volunteer, 
we want to be part of  your event, we 
want to help you make it better.”

DeHate said she’s been drawn to 
the culture of  Ithaca and hopes that 
culture will help enrich the credit 
union.

Overall, Muse hopes the expansion 

will make VFCU a valued member of  
the community.

“I would love to one day look back 
10 years from now and just see a really 
thriving branch that the people feel 
that Visions is their credit union, one 
of  their financial institutions there 
that they believe believes in them,” 
he said. “If  one day, people really care 
about Visions there because Visions 
cares about them, I think we’ve come 
a long way.” 

VISIONS
Continued from page 3

Photo provided by Visions FCU
Visions Federal Credit Union’s new branch is planned to have an amphitheater on 
site to host events by businesses and arts organizations in the community. 
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justify a bigger facility than what 
is currently being worked on. Still, 
the international travel the facility 
will generate is expected to bring in 
numerous benefits to the county.

“You can actually fly here nonstop 
from Beijing, the Middle East and 
all of  Europe, and that will help 
our international community be 
connected,” Hall said.

Housing

Ithaca Arthaus, a proposed $28.7 
million development at 130 Cherry 
St., is expected to break ground 
this spring and be completed in 
the fall of  2021. Located near the 
Cherry Artspace and featuring an 
art aesthetic, Arthaus will have 124 
affordable units, including 40 that 
will support at-risk youth and an 
8,800-square-foot amenity space, 
according to Tompkins County Area 
Development.

“That’s something on that 
continuum of  care services that we 
need in terms of  housing,” TCAD 
President Heather McDaniel said. 

Sam Buggeln, artistic director at the 
Cherry, said he is hoping the Arthaus 
will provide the opportunity for the 
artspace to create a relationship with 
working families living next door.

“Like most arts companies in the 
U.S., we’re always working to make 
sure we’re accessible to folks in all 
different socioeconomic spaces, and 
it’s not always obvious how to build 
those bridges, so we’re really psyched 
to have the Arthaus right down the 
canal,” he said.

Glen Lake Apartments, a mixed-
income, mixed-use new Ithaca 
Neighborhood Housing Services 
construction project located one 
block from downtown Ithaca, is 
expected to break ground this 
year, according to INHS Strategic 
Communications Manager Justina 
Fetterly. 

According to the INHS website, Glen 
Lake Apartments will be “affordable 

to renters earning between 47% and 
80% of  the Area Median Income, and 
six units will be set aside for clients of  
the Schuyler County ARC.” 

“The childcare center will include 
five classrooms, meeting/program 
space for families, a commercial 
kitchen for meals, offices for staff  and 
a dedicated playground,” INHS said. 
“The building will be constructed to 
extremely high-energy efficiency and 
green building standards.”

To make room for more waterfront 
development, the Department of  
Transportation facility, currently 
located on the West End on Cayuga 
Lake, is set to move and have a new 
facility by the end of  this year.

Legislation

Martha Robertson, chair of  the 
Tompkins County Legislature, said 
one big focus for the Legislature this 
year is improving the Public Safety 
Building. The building, originally 
constructed in 1986, is worn and 
in need of  renovation, Robertson 
said. The Legislature is looking to 
improve the conditions of  the jail 
and increase the options for people to 
get education and counseling right in 
the facility. 

“That’s a big issue we’re going to 
be looking at – is there a way to take 
that building and improve it without 
adding any jail cells but just make 
much, much better use of  that space,” 
she said.

Another legislative move starting 
this year is the county’s 2020 Solid 
Waste Annual Fee, which is now 
$60, a $2 increase from the 2019 fee. 
As covered in a previous Tompkins 
Weekly article, the fee increase is in 
response to higher costs and lower 
revenues from recycling processing 
in the county. 

2020 also marks the start of  the 
county’s new budget year. The 
county’s 2020 budget is $193.5 million, 
which includes $93 million in net 
local spending and increasing the 
county tax levy by 2.75%. The tax rate 
of  $6.31 per thousand is down by 
10 cents from 2019, representing an 
increase of  $11.41 in the tax bill for 
the median-valued $190,000 county 
home, according to the Legislature 
website. 

YEAR IN REVIEW
Continued from page 1

IN BRIEF:

It’s tax time!

Just a reminder that your town and 
county tax bill must be paid in full by 
Friday, Jan. 31 to avoid the accrual 
of  interest. See your tax bill for 
applicable interest charges thereafter. 
There is an extended deadline of  
Friday, Feb. 7 for qualifying senior 
citizens who pay their bill in full by 
that date. Qualifications are listed 
on your tax bill, or you may call the 
Groton Town Clerk’s Office at (607) 
898-5035 to inquire.

Tax bills paid by escrow accounts 

have been mailed to your bank, but 
if  you do not have an escrow account, 
and have not yet received your bill, 
you should call the office, as you will 
still be responsible for payment.

Tax payments will be received at 
the office, 101 Conger Blvd., from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Friday until Tuesday, March 31. The 
office will be open from 8 a.m. until 
noon on Saturdays during January 
only. For online payments of  taxes, 
see townofgrotonny.org for details.

Happening at the library

The monthly meeting of  the 
Groton Public Library Board of  
Trustees will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Jan. 14. All meetings are 
open to the public.

GPL’s monthly book club will meet 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 16. Stop in 
for a copy of  this month’s read, “The 

Boys in the Boat” by Daniel James 
Brown, and make plans to join the 
discussion at this popular monthly 
meeting.

If  you’re not a fan of  reading but 
love to play games, Thursday is also 
the night for adult board games and 
snacks from 6 to 8 p.m. Anyone 18 and 
over is welcome to play any of  the 
great games the library has – or bring 
your own. Game night is a regular 
occurrence on the first and third 
Thursdays of  every month.

Babysitting Course

Groton Recreation will offer the 
Red Cross Babysitting Certification 
course on Sunday, Feb. 9. This class is 
recommended for ages 11 and up, and 
there are only 12 spots available. Visit 
https://tshq.bluesombrero.com/
grotonrecreation to register.

GROTON
Continued from page 5

Photo provided by Tompkins County Area Development   
A rendering of the planned Ithaca Arthaus, an affordable housing complex set to 
be complete this year next to the The Cherry Artspace.
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TRUMANSBURG

SUDUKU

quesadillas with daily rotating 
fillings and breakfast burritos and 
yogurt with granola. 

Sandwiches include pulled pork 
and grilled cheese. The Rabbit Run is 
a vegan sandwich featuring hummus, 
slow roasted tomatoes and a creamy 
vegan dressing. The featured burger, 
the Trumansburger, is Interbrook 
Farm grass-fed beef, pickled red 
onion, local salad greens and organic 
mayo. All are served on Wide Awake 
Bakery breads. 

The market also has selections of  
Mama Said Hand Pies. In addition 
to featuring local foods, the market 
also carries Liquid State beer and 
Redbyrd Orchard cider. 

The McKinzeys aim to create not 
only a place for a great meal but 
also a market-type atmosphere, 
partnering with local producers to 
bring fresh, quality local ingredients 
to downtown Trumansburg year-
round. 

“It is our mission to offer quality 
local, organically grown, delicious 
prepared foods, groceries and local 
beer and cider, at affordable prices, 

while contributing to building a 
stronger and more sustainable local 
community,” Lauren said.

This week, the market is featuring 
Stick and Stone red Napa cabbage, 
mixed beets and carrots, Dancing 
Turtle sprouts, onions from Silver 
Queen and potatoes, and salt potatoes 
and squash from Three Stone Farm. 

Other local foods include bread 
from Wide Awake Bakery, cheese 
from Crosswind Creamery and Kraut 
and Kim Chi from MacDonald’s farm. 
In addition to fresh foods, the market 
carries an impressive selection of  
frozen meats and refrigerated and 
dry goods sourced from across New 
York state. 

“It has been really fun to get to 
work with all of  our local farmers 
and bring in amazing ingredients and 
then try to creatively turn them into 
delicious meals,” Lauren said. “We’re 
really looking forward to spring 
when there will be an abundance of  
vegetables for us to play with.”

The Trumansburg Main Street 
Market is open Monday through 
Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (8:00 
p.m. on Thursdays) and Saturday 
from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. It hosts 
live music every Thursday from 5:00 
to 7:00 p.m. Daily specials and events 
are posted on the Facebook page, 
facebook.com/tburgmainstmkt.

IN BRIEF:

STEAM Career Day

Trumansburg Middle School will 
be holding its STEAM (science, 
technology, engineering, arts, and 
math) Career Day spring 2021, date to 
be determined. This huge event, held 
every four years, requires a lot of  
presenters, so the search is starting 
well in advance. If  you would like to 
present or know someone who might, 
please fill out the application form at 
https://bit.ly/2twqQbw.

Hiroya Tsukamoto at the 
Trumansburg Conservatory

The Conservatory is pleased to 
have guitarist Hiroya Tsukamoto 
return to Trumansburg on Jan. 
25 at 7 p.m. Tsukamoto takes us 
on an innovative, impressionistic 
journey filled with earthy, organic 
soundscapes. 

Tsukamoto is a guitarist and 
composer originally from Kyoto, 

Japan, where he received a 
scholarship to Berklee College of  
Music and came to the U.S. Since 
then, he has been performing 
internationally, including several 
appearances with his group at Blue 
Note in New York, and released six 
albums as a leader. 

Tsukamoto will also be running a 
guitar workshop earlier in the day 
from 3:30 to 5 p.m. Tickets available at 
www.TCFA.live for $30.

Sciencenter pass at UPL

The Ulysses Philomathic Library is 
pleased to announce it now has two 
passes for the Sciencenter available 
to check out! This was one of  its 
most frequent patron requests, and 
the library is so happy to be able to 
provide them to the public. 

These are joining the collection 
of  other passes, which includes the 
Cayuga Nature Center, Museum of  
the Earth and the State Parks Empire 
Pass. Passes are loaned for one week 
and are first come, first serve.

TRUMANSBURG
Continued from page 1

CROSSWORD
ACROSS
1. Spicy pepper
6. Lenten Wednesday
9. Possesses
12. Slugger Hank ____
13. Batman and Robin, e.g.
14. Before, in poems
15. Fat
16. Lack of sound
18. Gentle
20. Mr. Koppel
21. Loose garment
23. Hooked on
27. Ballet step
30. Likewise not
31. Hitched
32. North American deer
33. Sneer
36. Rascal
37. Plunder
39. Halloween greeting
40. Overhead railways
41. “Do ____ others . . .”
42. Noggin
43. “____ Framed Roger 

Rabbit”
45. Dreary
50. Shaping tools
54. “____ of Two Cities”
55. Feel awful
56. Hubbub
57. Divided Asian country
58. Not nope
59. Sty
60. Clean with a broom

DOWN
1. Toss
2. Despise
3. Smooth

4. Noisy
5. Young doctors
6. Notices
7. Apartment
8. Cavity
9. Barnyard layer
10. Curve
11. Notice
17. Change text
19. Space
22. Corrupt with money
24. City in France
25. Kind of duck
26. Racetrack numbers
27. Land of the Incas
28. Thicke of “Growing 

 Pains”
29. Short play
34. “The ____ Not Taken”
35. Alaskan bears
38. Elevator direction
42. Swarm
44. Stack
46. Pack away
47. Adult filly
48. Nautical term
49. Bound
50. Settle accounts
51. Tell a tall tale
52. High peak
53. Michael Douglas, to Kirk

Sponsored by:
 
Ness - Sibley Funeral Home  
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Cayuga Addiction Recover Services (CARS) is expanding in 2020, offering 
more services for county residents and beyond. CARS has had a co-ed 
residential facility at 6621 Rt. 227 in Trumansburg for over 15 years, and 
with consistent waiting lists and growing demand for services, it was 
clear there was demand for growth, said Brad Walworth, CARS outreach 
specialist. That is exactly why CARS is planning a new all-women’s 
residential facility to be built adjacent to its current residence (rendering 
shown above).  “What we see is there are always more men needing these 
kinds of  services at this level of  treatment than women, so to expand the 
facilities just make sense,” Walworth said. The all-women’s facility will 
have 25 beds, in contrast to the current facility’s 60 beds, reflecting that 
ratio. Though the 60-bed facility will switch to all-men, the two facilities 
will likely share some programs, Walworth said. CARS is currently in 
the zoning and approval process for the project, and the facility is set to 
be complete by the end of  this year. In addition to the planned facility, 
CARS recently added an opioid treatment program (OTP) to its downtown 
outpatient center earlier this month. The new OTP services include 
new OTP-specific medical department, which includes nursing (RNs 
and LPNs) so that clients/patients can be given their MAT (Medication 
Assisted Treatment) doses on site by OTP nursing Monday through 
Saturday Mornings (six dosing days) and a take-home dose for Sundays. 
Medication options included in the OTP program include Methadone, 
Buprenorphine, Naltrexone, Vivitrol and Sublocade. Physical exams and 
medication monitoring for the OTP program are available through a nurse 
practitioner and doctor. The OTP is in contrast to the existing outpatient 
program (OP), which does not have the range of  medication options that 
the OTP program does and does not include client/patient medication 
dosing on site at CARS.  Both the OTP and OP provide individual and 
small group addiction counseling on site and access to peer advocates. 
For both the residential center and the OTP services, Walworth said it’s a 
slow process to get everything up and running. “We’ve got all the systems 
in place,” Walworth said. “It’s just actually doing it, seeing how it works 
and really just building from there.”

Photo provided

Expansion, new resources coming to Cayuga Addiction Recovery Services

This is Cayuga Bird Club’s 58th year of  participation in the Audubon’s 
annual Christmas Bird Count, and once again, the Ithaca area count was 
held on New Year’s Day. This year, 154 people participated in the Ithaca 
count. The earliest participants began the day looking for owls while it was 
still dark, finding Eastern Screech-Owls, Great Horned Owls and a couple 
of  Barred Owls for their efforts. Most other participants began after 
sunrise, walking or driving specific routes at their assigned locations. One 
volunteer, Donna Scott, also answered calls from people who reported bird 
numbers from their home bird feeders. In late afternoon, each of  the area 
leaders tabulated the numbers turned in by count participants. At day’s 
end, participants congregated at the Cornell Lab of  Ornithology for the 
annual Christmas Bird Count Compilation Dinner and Compilation. Paul 
Anderson, the Ithaca area count compiler, totaled the numbers as area 
leaders read them off  and provided information about how this year’s 
species counts compared to past count years. Bird numbers, while higher 
than the previous year’s count totals, were still lower than average, with 89 
species found on Jan. 1, 2020. Overall, more than 23,000 birds were counted 
during the day. A few high counts were noted: Five Merlins were seen, 
small falcons that used to be quite rare in this area. However, only two 
American Kestrels, another small falcon, were found this year, and these 
used to be much more common. Turkey Vultures have been increasing in 
number with a record high of  67 birds  found this year; Song Sparrows 
and Great Black-backed gulls were also found in higher numbers than in 
past years. But some birds were found in record low numbers: Mallards 
and American Coots. Other species with lower numbers include Canada 
Goose, American Robins, Cedar Waxwings, and American Crows. Final 
results will be sent for inclusion with Audubon’s enormous data set of  
bird populations in early winter across North America. In this photo: 
Paul Anderson, count compiler, at the podium and each of  the nine area 
leaders: (left to right) Colleen Richards, Bob McGuire, Phil McNeil, Laura 
Stenzler, Sandy Podulka, Wes Blauvelt, Josh Snodgrass, Lynn Leopold 
and Mark Chao. (Donna Scott, leader for feeder counts, is at the right and 
not visible in this photo.)  

Photo provided

Annual Christmas Bird Count concludes
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SPORTS

journey for him, battling several 
injuries.

“Last year was the first season 
where I was able to complete all the 
meets,” Greenwood said. “I’d always 
get injured. I dislocated my shoulder 
twice. I just have to be cautious of  
what I’m doing. I know they’re freak 
accidents, but I just need to make 
sure I don’t do anything stupid.”

By the end of  last school year, a 
healthy year at that, Greenwood 
knew he could truly excel on the 
track.

“[I figured out I was good] probably 
last year for outdoor. We made it to 
state qualifiers and we were only 

half  a second off  of  making the 
requirements to go to states,” he said. 
“Just last season in general because 
we did really well. We won sectionals. 
Getting lots of  points for our team 
showed me I could do well.”

With this being Greenwood’s final 
season running for Dryden, he is 
prepared to pass the torch to Morrow.

“[The record] means everything to 
me,” Greenwood said. “Honestly, I 
have a feeling Steven’s going to end 
up beating my record next year or 
even this year. I just want to set the 
bar high and have him surpass me 
next year.”

Dryden track and field is off  to a 
very good start, and based on what 
he’s seen so far, Greenwood expects 
several individual athletes and 
possibly some relay teams to compete 
at states. The next step on that path 
is a meet at Ithaca College on Friday, 
Jan. 10. 

GREENWOOD
Continued from page 16

credited Updike with getting the most 
out of  the roster. 

“Our coach really pushes us to 
work as hard as we can,” Manning 
said. “I know every day in practice, 
even before games, we’re always 
running a lot. He’s always pushing us 
to do our best and he’s a major reason 
that we’re successful this season.”

In addition to the coaching change, 
senior leader Garret Vanbenschoten 
felt the improvements of  the team 
coming in the summer.

“We didn’t have much of  a change 
in our roster from last year to this 
year,” Vanbenschoten said. “Over 
the summer, we really bonded as a 
team. We came together and ended 
up winning 11 out of  12 games in 
the summer league, so that gave us 

a lot of  confidence coming into the 
season.”

With many returning players 
comes the growth of  team chemistry, 
as Vanbenschoten alluded to. Jackson 
discussed how that impacts the team 
on the court.

“We’re just more familiar with 
our play type,” Jackson said. “We all 
know what to expect from each other, 
how one person can make a play and 
who’s best for what part, so we’re all 
more familiar with what our position 
is on the team.”

Updike has been coaching in South 
Carolina for the past 18 years, but his 
family is originally from Groton, with 
his father, uncle and grandmother 
all being Groton graduates. Updike 
himself  was a Cortland High 
School graduate and jumped at the 
opportunity to return to a familiar 
place. 

The team’s past struggles are not 
a concern of  Updike. Since arriving 
in June, Updike has a “win now” 
attitude, never asking his team about 
the past. Beyond already building a 
competitive team this season, Updike 
wants Groton to be a force for years 
to come. 

“You try to come up with a plan for 
the year, but you also have to look 
at what happens next,” Updike said. 
“Our JV team has talent on it as 
well. We have younger guys already 

playing on our varsity roster. The 
four-year plan is already in place and 
this is year one of  an offensive and 
defensive system.”

Updike stated that his ultimate goal, 
beyond winning basketball games, 
is to help his players become better 
people. That mindset has helped a 
team with only three seniors build 
their leadership skills as a whole. 

“We’ve all had leadership roles 
and we’ve all been playing with each 
other for so long that we all step 
up,” Jackson said. “We know our 
own leadership roles. Last year, our 
leaders were the same. Garrett and 
Kalib were two of  those leaders. More 
people are stepping up, too.”

Moving forward, Updike wants to 
see situational improvements from 
his team to reach the heights of  being 
able to not only compete with but also 

beat the great teams in Section IV.
“[I want to be] able to not take a 

timeout to talk about a situation,” 
Updike said. “I want them to realize 
how much time is on the shot clock, 
or maybe Kalib just hit a couple of  
shots so we want to get it to him, or 
there’s a mismatch somewhere and 
it’s a really big basket. We talk about 
possessions a lot. Whether we’re up 
or down, it doesn’t do much to score 
and not get a stop.”

After taking on the 16th-ranked 
team in the state, the Newfield 
Trojans, on Tuesday, Jan. 7, the 
Indians will battle a struggling 
Odessa-Montour team on Friday, Jan. 
10. Groton is hoping the early success 
and the lessons the team has learned 
from its losses can push the Indians 
to the postseason after missing out 
last year.

BASKETBALL
Continued from page 16

Photo by John Brehm
Kade Eldred (right) pulls up for a jump shot against Lansing’s Carson Crandall 
(22) with Jacob Babcock (11) behind.

Photo by John Brehm
Omari Riley-Israel dribbles around a screen set by Kade Eldred (no. 22) with 
Mason Slade (2) in the foreground.

“We’ve all had leadership roles 
and we’ve all been playing with 
each other for so long that we 
all step up.” 
DREW JACKSON,  
Groton Indians basketball player
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Sponsored by:COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Friday, Jan. 10

n Early Communication 
Strategies for Babies and 
Families
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 10:30 to 11 a.m.
MORE INFO: Babies learn to commu-
nicate through interacting with their 
caregivers. Pediatric speech pathologist 
Sarah Bogdanovitch will discuss ways 
to connect with infants and toddlers 
through songs, signs, and books. 
Participants will learn how to tune into 
the ways babies already communicate, 
and practice play-based strategies to 
encourage early gestures, sounds, and 
words. This program is ideal for children 
up to 18 months and their caregivers. 
No registration is required for this free 
program.

Saturday, Jan. 11

n Newfield Lioness Chicken and 
Biscuit Dinner
WHERE: Newfield Fire Hall, 77 Main St., 
Newfield
TIME: 5 to 7 p.m.
MORE INFO: Serving chicken and gravy, 
biscuits, mashed potatoes, veggies, 
beverages and assorted desserts. Cost: 
$8.50 for adults, $7.50 for seniors and 
$5.50 for kids under 12.

n Families Learning Science 
Together: Astronomy
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 1 to 2 p.m.
MORE INFO: At this intergenerational, 
hands-on science program, families 
will explore some features of our solar 
system and space. Participants will build 
a sundial that uses the position of the 
sun to tell time, learn about the differ-
ent planets in our solar system, create 
constellations, and build a straw rocket. 
Families Learning Science Together is a 
free program designed to help children 
develop an early love of science through 
hands-on participation. These programs 
are offered at the Library on the second 
Saturday of each month. Families Learn-
ing Science Together programs are free 
and open to the public, and space is lim-
ited. To register, email ccmr_outreach@
cornell.edu or phone (607) 592-4053. 
Drop-ins are welcome if space allows. 
Please include the name and age of all 
children in the email. The program is 
most well suited to children ages 5 and 
up and their families.

Sunday, Jan. 12

n Enfield Chicken Barbecue
WHERE: Enfield Volunteer Fire Compa-
ny, 172 Enfield Main Rd., Ithaca
TIME: 11 a.m.
MORE INFO: The Enfield Volunteer 
Fire Company is hosting our Chicken 
Barbecue on Jan. 12. We start serving at 

11 a.m. until all is gone. Adult meals are 
$10, chicken halves $7. The Ladies Auxil-
iary holds a bake sale at each barbecue.

Monday, Jan. 13

n Dryden Senior Citizens Lunch
WHERE: Dryden Veterans Memorial 
Home, 2272 Dryden Rd., Dryden
TIME: 11:45 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Dryden Senior Citi-
zens Lunch will meet on Monday, Jan-
uary 13, 2020 at the Dryden Veterans 
Home just outside of the Dryden Village 
toward Ithaca on Route 13.  Lunch is  
served at 12:15 pm with announcements 
starting at 11:45 am. Table service is 
provided. The meal cost for members is 
$7.00 and $8.00 for non-members. The 
meal will be lasagna, tossed salad, garlic 
bread, and gingerbread with lemon 
sauce. There will be a short Annual 
Meeting where members for offices will 
be sworn in. 

n 2020 Census Hiring event
WHERE: Tompkins Workforce NY, Center 
Ithaca, 171 E. State St. Suite 241, Ithaca
TIME: 9 a.m. to noon, 1 to 4 p.m.
MORE INFO: This will be an all-day 
event, with a morning session from 9-12, 
and an afternoon session from 1-4. No 
appointment is necessary, but please 
call or stop by Tompkins Workforce NY 
to sign up if possible: 607-272-7570. 
There will be two Census representa-
tives available; One will be available to 
assist folks with applying online, and 
another available to talk to job seekers 
who have questions about any part 
of applying or working for the 2020 
Census. There is still a great need for 
bilingual applicants.  

n Share Your Photos Night
WHERE: Cornell Lab of Ornithology, 159 

Sapsucker Woods Rd., Ithaca
TIME: 7:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: At this monthly meeting 
of the Cayuga Bird Club, come to our 
popular annual Share Your Photos 
Night, hosted by Kevin McGowan. Club 
members will bring their own photos 
and share their birding experiences. 
Meetings are free and open to the 
public, and anyone interested in birds is 
invited to attend.

Tuesday, Jan. 14

n WADJDA
WHERE: Cinemapolis, 120 E. Green St., 
Ithaca
TIME: 7 p.m.
MORE INFO: Bike Walk Tompkins and 
Cinemapolis proudly present the fourth 
installment in our Bike Film Series: 
“WADJDA.” Wadjda is a young girl grow-
ing up in Riyadh who enters a Koran 
recitation contest determined to win 
enough money to buy her heart’s desire: 
a green bicycle. In a country where 
bikes are seen as dangerous to the 
virtue of girls, cinemas are banned, and 
women cannot drive or vote, the story 
of Wadjda’s bike is the story of freedom 
and promise. Wadjda, the first film shot 
entirely in Saudi Arabia, was written and 
directed by Haifaa Al Mansour, Saudi 
Arabia’s first female filmmaker. For 
tickets, visit cinemapolis.org.

Wednesday, Jan. 15

n Ithaca Sociable Singles dinner
WHERE: Crossroads, 3120 N. Tripham-
mer Rd., Lansing
TIME: 6 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Ithaca Sociable 
Singles Group (ISG) is for single adults 
above age 50.  For more information 

on the Ithaca Sociable Singles group, 
please see our Meetup site at https://
www.meetup.com/Ithaca-Sociable-Sin-
gles-Group/ or our internet location at 
http://www.ithacasingles.org/.  

n These Witches Don’t Burn
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: For the January meeting 
of this monthly book club, participants 
will read and discuss “These Witches 
Don’t Burn,” by Isabel Sterling. This is 
a great opportunity, because author 
Isabel Sterling will be visiting TCPL on 
Wednesday, January 22, 2020. Copies of 
the book are available for participants 
from the Teen Services office. Book club 
participants are encouraged to bring 
suggestions for future books to be add-
ed into the rotation. Snacks and drinks 
will be provided.

Friday, Jan. 17

n Teen Takeover: Gaming 
Unplugged
WHERE: Southworth Library, 24 W. Main 
St., Dryden
TIME: 7 to 9 p.m.
MORE INFO: Try out some of our new 
games, or play your favorites. Pizza and 
snacks provided. For teens in grades 
6 through 12. Space is limited. Please 
contact the library to reserve your spot.

Saturday, Jan. 18

n Unseen Ithaca: Town of Ithaca 
Town Hall Tour
WHERE: Town of Ithaca Town Hall, 215 
N. Tioga St., Ithaca
TIME: 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: Take a guided tour of the 
Town of Ithaca Town Hall (215 N. Tioga 
Street). A fine example of Beaux Arts 
Classicism, the former post office was 
designed by federal architect James 
Knox Taylor and built in 1910. The tour 
lasts approximately 1 1/2 hours. The 
tour is free, but there are limited spots 
available and registration is required.

n Chinese New Year Crafting 
Party
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 1 to 2 p.m.
MORE INFO: The 2020 Chinese New 
Year—the year of the rat, the first sign 
in the Chinese zodiac—begins Jan-
uary 25 and lasts for 15 days. At this 
Chinese New Year Decorations Making 
Party, children and their families and 
caregivers can make some traditional 
New Year’s decorations that symbolize 
happiness and good fortune. Partici-
pants will have the opportunity to create 
red lanterns, red pockets, and paper 
crafts, and they can then decorate their 
homes in celebration of the Lunar New 
Year. This program is free and open to 
the public. 

EDITOR’S CHOICE: KIDS IN THE KITCHEN

Wednesday, Jan. 15

n 2020 Kids in the Kitchen
WHERE: CCE-Tompkins Teaching Kitchen, 615 Willow Ave., Ithaca
TIME: 5 to 7 p.m.
MORE INFO: With the support of experienced cooks/nutrition educators, youth 
aged 8-12 will work in small groups for a “total-immersion” cooking experience. 
They’ll learn about how to cook, knife skills, kitchen safety skills, being adapt-
able in the kitchen, how to follow as well as to adapt a recipe, and will get an 
overview of global cuisine. Each class includes nutrition and cooking lessons, 
use of tools, all food needed to prepare the recipes, Wednesday dinner with 
their new friends in class AND a packed healthy lunch for the next school day! 
This five-class cooking series meets on Wednesdays from 5 to 7 p.m. on 1/15, 
1/22, 1/29, 2/5 and 2/12. Single class is offered on a self-determined sliding 
scale for $25-$45. Series of five classes for $125-$200, pay what you can 
afford. Some scholarship assistance may be available! Contact Josh Dolan at 
jd285@cornell.edu or call Cornell Cooperative Extension of Tompkins County at 
(607) 272-2292.

Photo provided
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CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL NOTICES

CAR DONATION
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your 
taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 
1-855-587-1166

CARS WANTED
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
We buy 2002-2018 Cars/
Trucks. Running or Not! 
Nationwide Free Pickup! 
Call 1-888-416-2208

FINANCE
Have $10K In Debt? Credit 

Cards. Medical Bills. Person-
al Loans. Be Debt-Free in 
24-48 Months. Call NATION-
AL DEBT RELIEF! Know Your 
Options. Get a FREE debt 
relief quote: Call 1-866-901-
2149

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! 
Our service is FREE/no obli-
gation. CALL 1-844-258-8586

Attention: Oxygen Users! 
Gain freedom with a Porta-
ble Oxygen Concentrator! 
No more heavy tanks and 
refills! Guaranteed Lowest 

Prices! Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 855-
839-1738

Recently diagnosed with 
LUNG CANCER and 60+ 
years old? Call now! You 
and your family may be 
entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 844-302-
6598 today. Free Consulta-
tion. No Risk

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. NOT just a 
discount plan, REAL cover-
age for [350 ] procedures. 
Call 1-855-434-9221 for 
details. www.dental50plus.
com/44 6118-0219

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call now Save 
1-800-870-8711

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-400-4965

Stay in your home longer 
with American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive

up to $1500 off, including 
a free toilet, and lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 
installation! Call us at 1-855-
465-5426

HOME SERVICES
Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously 
at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-866-731-3285

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON 
SITE! Virus Removal, Data 
Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 

SERVICE, In-home repair/
On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 855-385-4814.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
1-855-614-5018

TRAINING
TRAIN AT HOME TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Become 
a Medical Office Profession-
al online at CTI! Get Trained, 
Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 855-516-1375. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Notice is hereby given that 
Articles of Organization of 
THIRD OPTION SOLUTIONS 
LLC were filed with the New 
York Department of State 
on or about the 24 th day of 
October, 2019. The County 
in which the office of LLC is 
to be located is Tompkins 
County. The Secretary of 
State has been designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. The post 
office address to which the 
Secretary of State shall 
mail a copy of any process 
against it served upon 
him or her is 708 N. Elmer 
Avenue, Sayre, Pa 18840. 
The purpose of the business 
of the LLC is to perform or 
engage in any and all busi-
ness activities as authorized 
pursuant to the New York 

Limited Liability Company 
law. Landy &  Rossettie, 
PLLC, 228 Desmond St., P.O. 
Box 206, Sayre, PA 18840 
570-888-7753. 1/1, 1/8,1/15, 
1/22, 1/29, 2/5. 

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Articles of Organization 
for Common Ground Land 
Management & Excavation, 
LLC (“LLC”) were filed with 
the Secretary of New York 
(“SSNY”) on November 
26, 2019. Office Location: 
Tompkins County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process 
to the LLC, 71 Bald Hill Rd., 
Ithaca, New York 14850. 
Purpose: To engage in any 
lawful activity. 12/4, 12/11, 
12/18, 12/25, 1/1, 1/8.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
SWEET607 LLC filed Articles 
of Organization with Sec. 
of State (SSNY) on August 
21, 2019. Office location: 
Tompkins. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC 
c/o United States Corpora-
tion Agents, Inc., 7014 13 th
Aveune, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
New York 11228. Purpose: 
any lawful activity. 12/11, 
12/18, 12/25, 1/1, 1/8,1/15.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Totally Insensitive Network, 
LLC, Art. of Org. filed with 
SSNY on 10/10/19. Off. 
loc.: Tompkins Co. SSNY 
designated as agent upon 
whom process may be 
served &amp; shall mail: 

116 Lincoln Ave., Groton, 
NY 13073. Purp.: any lawful 
purp. 12/11, 12/18, 12/25, 
1/1, 1/8, 1/15.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Forward Movement, LLC 
filed Art. of Org. with 
New York Sec’y of State 
(SSNY) on 11/4/19. Office
location: Tompkins Coun-
ty. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to: 407 
College Ave #475, Ithaca NY 
14850 Purpose: any lawful 
activity. 12/18, 12/25, 1/1, 
1/8, 1/15, 1/22.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Name: Solidago Landworks, 
LLC Articles of Organiza-
tion filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) 

on October 7, 2019.  Office 
Location:  Tompkins County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the LLC at 927 Irish
Settlement Road, Freeville, 
NY 13068.  Purpose: to en-
gage in any and all business 
for which LLCs may be 
formed under the New York 
LLC law. 12/18, 12/25, 1/1, 
1/8, 1/15, 1/22.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
BRITTANI’S GENUINE CARE 
LLC filed Articles of Orga-
nization with Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on October 30, 2019. 
Office location is Tompkins 
County. SSNY is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC 

at 218 Tareyton Drive, Apt 1,
Ithaca, NY 14850. Purpose 
is any lawful activity. 12/25, 
1/1, 1/8,1/15, 1/22, 1/29.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Notice of formation of PINE 
POINT MEDICAL, PLLC. 
Articles of Organization 
filed with Secretary of 
State of New York (SSNY) 
on 12/09/2019. County: 
Tompkins. SSNY designat-
ed as agent of PLLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 108 
Besemer Hill Road, Ithaca, 
NY 14850-8710. Purpose: to 
engage in any and all busi-
ness for which PLLCs may 
be formed under the New 
York PLLC Law. 12/25, 1/1, 
1/8, 1/15, 1/22, 1/29.

SOLUTIONS TO PUZZLES

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS

CAROLINE

• Billie J Isbell  sold 534 
Valley Rd to  James S Miller  
for $238,500 on December 
12.

DANBY

• Mark U Carlise and Wendy 
Pierce-Carlisle  sold N/A 
to  Michael G Whelan and 
Michelle A Fongyee  for 
$45,000 on December 10.

• Mivchrele Cardinale  sold 
40 Valley View Rd to  Mauro 
Marrinelli  for $34,000 on 
December 13.

DRYDEN

• Alan Moffitt and 
Michael Toolon  sold N/A 
to  Alternatives FCU  for 
$197,129 on December 10.

• Susan A Morse  sold N/A 
to  Clarkson 1 Reality Inc  for 
$265,000 on December 11. 

• K Selby&J C Davis RET 

and Katherine Selby  sold 
14 Eagles Head Rd to  Roy F 
Flacco and Susan M Flacco  
for $375,000 on December 
12.

GROTON

• Jeffrey C Kane and Leslee 
Kane  sold 201 Dewey Ave 
to  M Pauline Caeter and 
Leo P Carter  for $136,700 on 
December 9.

• Jorge Macho and Silvina 
Macho  sold 55 Old Peruville 
Rd to  Julia M Gillis and 
Wayne M Maccabe  for 
$155,000 on December 12. 

• Jeffery S Montesno and 
Josepii A Canzano  sold 219 
W Cortland St to  Brianna 
Cachran  for $124,000 on 
December 13.

• Christine M Allen  sold 310 
Main St to  Shalyn A Watson  
for $159,794 on December 
13.

ITHACA

• Elisha Cohn and Theodore 
Black  sold 105 Crescent 
Pl to  Jeffrey M Bowen and 
Mary B James  for $270,000 
on December 9.

• Carben S Rubin  sold 212 
Tudor Rd to  David Williams 
and Katherine G Willaims  
for $215,000 on December 
11.

• HBT Props  sold 408 
Upland Rd E to  408 Upland 
Road LLC  for $555,000 on 
December 11.

• 4 30 LLC  sold 430 State St 
W to  Abnot Ithaca 2 LLC  for 
$2,075,000 on December 12.

• Thomas G Overbaugh and 
Kathleen D Overbaugh  sold 
1027 Elmira Rd to  EDPO LLC  
for $300,000 on December 
12.

• Mark Campagnolo  sold 
N/A to  Grace Petrisin  for 
$278,000 on December 12.

• David W Winkler  sold 125 

N Sunset Dr to  Neil Adams 
and Stevie L Adams  for 
$225,420 on December 13.

• Wilhelm G Hansen  sold 
Hector St to  Brenda C 
Bluestone  for $40,000 on 
December 13.

LANSING

• Peter M Ryan and Gail 
M Ryan  sold 224 Asbury 
Rd to  Thomas P Yocono 
and Ashley L Yocono  for 
$214,000 on December 9.

• Joan Seenosn  sold 2600 
N Triphammer Rd to  Susan 
A Herson  for $228,900 on 
December 9.

• Jagat P Sharma and 
Kaushalya Sharma  sold 19 
Beckett Way to  Christina 
Sheley and Matthew Sheley  
for $123,500 on December 
13.

• David Tatcheeng  sold N/A 
to  First Thaca Chinese Chrst  
for $165,000 on December 
13.

• Schickel Construction Co  
sold Peruville Rd to  Emma 
Jobson  for $265,000 on 
December 13.

ULYSSES

• Wooden James H Est and 
June M Wooden  sold N/A to 
 Kurts Mcmillen and Tammy 

L Mcmillen  for $38,900 on 
December 11.

• Kathleen A Beauregard  
sold 28 Mclallen St to  Arthur 
C Stever  for $277,000 on 
December 12.

• George D Patte and Mary 
C Patte  sold N/A to  Peter G 
Hasapis and Jessica Garno  
for $879,432 on December 
12.

• George D Patte and 
Mary C Patte  sold 1167 
Taughannock Blvd to 
 Christopher K Anderson 
and C Lindsay Anderson  for 
$95,000 on December 13.

Dec. 7 - 13

HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY

This late 1940s image shows Ithaca’s State 
Street decked out in holiday lights.
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KEY MATCHUPS: 1/9: Girls Basketball - Ithaca at Elmira • 1/10: Boys Basketball - Newfield at Marathon • 1/11: Wrestling - Dryden at Lansing

SPORTS In partnership with:

Groton Indians ready to compete with top teams

By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA

On Saturday, Jan. 4, the Section IV 
Classic track and field meet was held 
at Cornell University. While Dryden’s 
Jakob Greenwood did not win a race 
at the event, he did break a school 
record in the indoor 600-meter run. 
The senior’s time of  1:24.68 surpassed 
the previous mark of  1:26.81 set by 
Tor Wildenstein in 2016. 

Greenwood has had an excellent 
season, highlighted by a performance 
at the Quinney Invitational on Dec. 
21 in which he finished first in the 
300-meter and 600-meter runs. But it 
ended up being a third-place finish on 
Saturday that etched his name in the 
record book.

“It was so weird,” Greenwood said. 
“I think that’s the reason why I got 
[the record] - it was because of  the 
competition. They just pushed me 
even harder to keep up with them. 
Even though they ran faster than me, 
it still feels really good.”

His celebration was put off  for a 
while, as it wasn’t immediately clear 
that he set the record while finishing 
behind Ithaca’s Alexander Simpson 
and Horseheads’ Nathan Wilsoncroft.

“I didn’t find out until the very 
end of  the meet,” Greenwood said. 
“Coach [Lee] Stuttle had no idea that 
I was close. He actually had to call 
somebody to find out what the school 
record was. He found out that I broke 
it then came over and gave me a huge 
hug. It was really cool.”

Coming into the event, Greenwood 
knew he was approaching a record-
setting time based on previous results 
and then ended up breaking it by over 
two seconds. 

“It’s honestly amazing,” Greenwood 
said. “I had no idea that I’d end up 
coming even close to the school 
record. Then, two meets ago, coach 
told me I was only a half  second off. 

So I thought, ‘All right, I have to go 
for this.’ I just gave it my all [on 
Saturday] and ended up getting it.”

While nothing notable changed 
physically between those meets, 
Greenwood credits the competition 
and his vicinity to the record for 
pushing him further. As a whole, his 
motivation comes from those around 
him. 

“It’s the coaches and my 
teammates,” he said. “They just push 
all of  us to get even better. Running 
with my teammates every day, they 
push me to go that extra mile and the 
coaches just tell you to keep going.”

One teammate in particular has 

helped Greenwood reach another 
level. That’s junior Steven Morrow, 
who has had his own share of  great 
performances this season. 

“I wouldn’t be able to do this 
without Steven [Morrow] for sure,” 
Greenwood said. “Steven and I push 
ourselves so hard in practice and at 
the meets. We’re just right there next 
to each other all the time.”

Morrow has been running track 
since seventh grade, while Greenwood 
did not join until high school. 
Greenwood started running under 
fairly unfortunate circumstances.

“I actually broke my pelvis playing 
football [in eighth grade], and that 

convinced me to join cross country,” 
he said. “Then, cross country made 
me do track. Ever since then, I’ve 
loved track.”

Even though he joined cross 
country first, Greenwood made it 
clear which sport he prefers.

“Definitely track,” he said. “Oh my 
gosh. Three miles? Ugh, kills me.”

As much as he loves track, 
Greenwood is unsure whether he’ll 
continue running competitively 
in college, intending to focus on 
developing a career. To even get to 
this point in track has been a tough 

BASKETBALL

By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA

One of  the surprises of  the first 
part of  the high school basketball 
season has been the success of  the 
Groton Indians boys team. Last 
year, the Indians went 3-13, missing 
the Section IV playoffs. This season, 
they’ve already surpassed that win 
total with an even 4-4 record through 
eight games.

That record might not look like 
much on paper, but the team was 4-2 
heading into the holiday break with 

notable wins over defending IAC 
champions Moravia and last year’s 
Section IV runner-up, Lansing. They 
elected to start the 2020 portion of  the 
schedule at a difficult tournament, 
falling to Greene in a 64-60 battle and 
then losing to Section V powerhouse 
Wellsville the next day.

Groton’s players were certainly 
not discouraged by the outcome of  
the two games, seeing them more as 
a confidence-booster. Senior Drew 
Jackson explained how he felt about 
the Greene game in particular.

“Going against Greene, who 

average 6’2” and above, it definitely 
shows that we can play with those 
teams and not to underestimate our 
own abilities,” Jackson said. “We 
can play with a big school team like 
Greene as long as we all come out and 
play and all contribute.”

First-year head coach Ken Updike 
knew exactly what he was doing 
when putting that tournament on the 
schedule.

“We looked for a tournament 
where we knew we were going to be 
challenged,” Updike said. “Greene, 
traditionally, has been really good. 

We wanted to compete against 
talent. Those are teams who have 
aspirations for sectional titles and 
state championships. You have to play 
against good competition. It doesn’t 
do us any good to play someone we 
know we’re going to beat.”

Updike’s coaching philosophies 
have sparked a team that is very 
similar to last year’s 3-13 squad 
personnel-wise, only losing one 
senior to graduation. The team’s 
leading scorer, junior Kalib Manning, 

INDOOR TRACK & FIELD

Jakob Greenwood breaks Dryden record

Photo by John Brehm
Jakob Greenwood (center) runs in the McQuaid Cross Country Invitational last season. He set Dryden’s indoor 600m run 
record at the Section IV Classic on Jan. 4 at Cornell University with a time of 1:24.68, surpassing the previous 1:26.81.

See GREENWOOD, on page 13

See BASKETBALL, on page 13


