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When Heather Dries was first 
looking for childcare, she experienced 
much anxiety over where to take 
her kids, Macie-Sue and Marshall. 
Finding a spot in a safe, affordable 
center in the county proved difficult. 

“When I had [my daughter], I was 
completely stressed about getting 
daycare for my son,” she said. “I 
didn’t know who I could trust.”

Dries, a student at Tompkins 
Cortland Community College, 
considered herself  lucky when a spot 
opened up at the childcare center on 
campus, Arthur Kuckes Childcare 
Center. 

“They were full when we started 
looking, and then, all of  the sudden, 
they had a spot open and I was able 
to get them in here,” she said. “It was 
fantastic, ... and they truly love my 
children.”

Dries’s story is a mostly happy one, 
but her initial anxiety is much like 

what many parents in the county 
grapple with when trying to find 
childcare for their children due to 
the lack of  childcare and affordable 
childcare in the county. And as those 
involved in the issue can attest, 
solving this issue won’t be an easy fix.

Need

Those interviewed for this story 
outlined two main problems with 
the state of  childcare in the county – 
there isn’t enough to meet demand, 
and families are spending too much 
on it. 

Sue Dale-Hall, chief  executive 
officer of  the Childcare Development 
Council, said people in the median 
household income range (about 
$50,000) currently have to spend 
about 20% of  their income on 
childcare due to the growing costs, 
creating a growing gap between 
those that can and can’t afford 
childcare in the county.

Casey Goodwin, director of  Arthur 
Kuckes Childcare Center, added that 
that disparity perpetuates itself.

“A lot of  families, they work, but 
their whole entire paycheck goes to 
childcare, and then it’s a cycle that 
keeps happening,” Goodwin said.

But that high cost, Jennifer Tavares, 

president of  the Tompkins County 
Chamber of  Commerce, stressed, 
isn’t making childcare centers rich. 
Instead, providing childcare is more 
expensive now than in years past.   

How did we get here?

Dale-Hall said the most substantial 
reason childcare is scarce and costly 
is because of  increased regulations, 
beginning in 2006 with the Child and 
Family Services Improvement Act. 
The changes established by the law 
helped to positively increase quality 
of  care for children, but that also 
made it more costly and harder to 
meet the requirements, she said.

One recent requirement change is 
an increased number of  background 
checks. Historically, childcare 
centers performed a few background 
checks in different areas and allowed 
the hiree to work supervised before 
the results came in. Dale-Hall said 
regulations have changed that, 
and childcare centers now have to 
perform far more background checks 
and cannot allow that person to work 
until they’re completely cleared. As 
beneficial as that is for the children, 

See LANSING, on page 11

Church 
welcomes 
LGBTQIA+ 
community

The Lansing United Methodist 
Church (LUMC) adopted a 
“Welcoming Statement” Sept. 
22 declaring that “LGBTQIA+ 

persons are 
welcomed, affirmed 
and celebrated by 
the congregation.”

The vote 
voicing LUMC’s 
opposition to the 
d e n o m i n a t i o n ’ s 
official stance 
toward LGBTQAI+ 
persons followed a 
year-long process 

of  study and conversation led by 
LUMC’s Reconciling Ministries 
Group. Ninety-eight percent of the 
LUMC congregation in attendance 
voted to ratify the statement.

“We take a vow to resist evil, 
injustice and oppression in 
whatever form they present 
themselves,” said LUMC Pastor 
Alison Schmied. “Our faith 
compels us.”

The church became the third 
Methodist congregation in 
Tompkins County (joining Forest 
Home Chapel and St. Paul’s 
United Methodist Church) to 
become a “reconciling church” 
that rejects the teachings on 
human sexuality put forth by 
the “Traditional Plan” adopted 
by the United Methodist Church 
during their 2019 Special General 
Conference.

The “Traditional Plan” kept 
language in the denomination’s 
Book of  Discipline that prohibits 
clergy from participating in same-
sex marriages, the ordination 
of  practicing homosexuals 
or teaching that contradicts 
the church’s stated positions 
regarding homosexuality.

Clergy who violate the Discipline 
can be brought to trial and lose 
their credentials. The 2019 Special 
Session also passed resolutions 
calling on congregations unwilling 
to conform to these requirements 
to withdraw from the United 
Methodist Church and form their 
own self-governing Methodist 
church by 2023.

In placing a moratorium on 
“complaints and trials” under 

LANSING TOMPKINS COUNTY

County grapples with lack 
of affordable childcare

Photo by Jonathan Tin
A parent and her child play at the Ithaca Community Childcare Center (IC3), which recently went through an expansion of 
services to meet the growing demand for affordable childcare in the county. 

Rising costs of services, 
decreasing resources 
create shortages

See CHILDCARE, on page 14

LANSING  
AT LARGE
By Matt 
Montague
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Major gift to grow palliative care services
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY

On Nov. 1, Hospicare & Palliative 
Care Services Executive Director 
Kim De Rosa announced in a press 
release that Hospicare had received 
a $100,000 donation from the estate 
of  a local resident, funds which will 
significantly increase community 
access to palliative care services 
throughout Tompkins and Cortland 
counties.

Cornell University professor 
Tapan Mitra was a leading economic 
theorist who died of  cancer in 
February. Hospicare had coordinated 
his care for a week prior to his 
death, said Jennifer Gabriel, director 
of  development and community 
relations at Hospicare. Gabriel said 
he had been battling a long cancer 
journey before coming to Hospicare.

“When the decision was finally 
made to stop treatment, he decided 
that he wanted to die at home, and so, 
that’s when Hospicare coordinated 
his care,” Gabriel said. 

Despite the short time he was with 
Hospicare, Gabriel said that week 
made a profound difference in Mitra’s 
life, so much so that he decided to 
donate $100,000 to Hospicare – the 
second-largest single private gift in 
Hospicare’s 36-year history.

“He had such a beautiful and 
profound experience in those seven 
days that one of  his last wishes 
was to his family to make sure that 
Hospicare was taken care of  in some 
way, which is pretty incredible,” 
Gabriel said.

Hospicare met with Mitra’s family 
in March, and the family learned 
how much Hospicare services 
could’ve benefited him much earlier 
on, especially with its palliative care 
services.

“If  palliative care had been a part 

of  the equation from the beginning, 
we would’ve been working with the 
family to help them understand what 
decisions were being made and why 
and maybe have helped smooth that 
over,” Gabriel said. 

That’s what sparked Mitra’s 
nephew to use Mitra’s gift to 
support the palliative care program. 
Hospicare worked with Mitra’s 
family to then craft the gift in a way 
to increase outreach and education 
resources for Hospicare’s palliative 
care services. 

“Outreach and education is the 
biggest obstacle to the palliative care 
program,” Gabriel said.

Mitra’s donation will be used by 
Hospicare to establish the Tapan 
Mitra Fund for Palliative Care and 
the Tapan Mitra Endowment for 
Palliative Care, according to a recent 

press release. 
“The Tapan Mitra Fund for 

Palliative Care will provide the 
financial resources to cultivate 
strong partnerships with the 
region’s medical communities, and 
to provide Hospicare’s service area 
(Tompkins and Cortland Counties) 
with education and information 
about the benefits of  palliative care 
and its interdisciplinary approach,” 
the release said. “Interest earnings 
from the Tapan Mitra Endowment 
for Palliative Care will provide 
funds in perpetuity for outreach and 
marketing efforts.”

Gabriel said the fund is a $50,000 
gift to be used over the next 24 
months to get out in the community 
and educate about palliative care 
services, while the $50,000 endowment 
will kick in after that 24 months to 

provide Hospicare additional funds 
of about $3,000 per year to further aid 
its palliative care growth.

Since introducing palliative care 
services, Hospicare has faced the 
challenge of  ignorance – people 
simply don’t know what palliative 
care services are and what Hospicare 
offers, said Hospicare palliative care 
nurse Julie Clougherty. Increasing 
outreach and education can help 
combat that challenge, showing 
people in Tompkins and Cortland 
counties how palliative care can 
benefit them and their families. 
That’s why Mitra’s gift is so 
important for Hospicare, she said.

“There’s a huge need for palliative 
care, and to be able to know that we 

Photo provided by Jennifer Gabriel
Tapan Mitra, who died of cancer in February, donated $100,000 to Hospicare & Palliative Care Services. His nephew 
coordinated with Hospicare to dedicate the funds to Hospicare’s palliative care services and outreach efforts.

See GIFT, on page 17
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Rotary addresses vaping, opioid drug use
Vaping initially became popular in 

2007 when people were saying it was 
“just a harmless water 
vapor,” said Moira 
McJury, the education 
and prevention 
coordinator for the 
Alcohol and Drug 
Council of  Tompkins 
County. 

“But it was not 
harmless then because 
it was filled with 
chemicals, and it’s 
become even more 
dangerous and life-

threatening today,” she said.
Groton High School and Groton 

Rotary Club co-sponsored a parent 
information session on vaping and 
opioid drug use presented by McJury 
at the STEAM Learning Center in the 
high school on Thursday, Nov. 21.

McJury delivered an informative 
and sobering presentation to a rapt 
and engaged audience of  Groton 
Rotarians, faculty and staff  members 
of  the school and some parents.

McJury shared some facts and 
statistics about vaping that she said 
show a cause for concern. It is not 
only a leading cause of  lung disease, 
she said, but the severity and rapid 
onset also tears the lung tissue and 
wears it away, resulting in lengthy 
hospital stays and some cases of  
users going into a comatose state, all 
with no hope of  a cure. It is the cause 
of  34 deaths in 24 states.

McJury also stressed how 
dangerous the chemicals used in 
vaping devices are, not only for the 
user, but also for those who may 
inhale the “second-hand smoke” if  
they are near others who are vaping.

The short list of  substances that 
may be found in the vaping liquid 
are nicotine, propylene glycol (a 
known carcinogen when heated), 
formaldehyde and acetaldehyde, 
acrolein (an herbicide primarily 
used to kill weeds) and glycerin 
(though used topically in skin care 
and cosmetics, it is toxic to cells when 
ingested).

For more information on vaping, 
opioid drugs or any sort of  addiction, 
or to arrange for McJury to speak to 
your group, club, school, classroom, 
etc., contact her at mmcjury@
alcoholdrugcouncil.org.

The Groton Rotary Club regularly 

meets at the Groton Community 
Health Care Center, 120 Sykes St., on 
the first and third Thursday of  every 
month at 6:15 p.m. and welcomes 
everyone to attend a meeting any 
time to see whether they might like to 
become involved in the club.

Nasar Khan, president and CEO 
of  the Groton CHCC, is also the 
president of  the Groton Rotary Club. 
Gary Wood is the secretary/treasurer 
for the club, and a number of  other 
Groton neighbors are members.

“Groton Rotary is doing a lot of  
good work both in the community 
and internationally,” Khan said. “Our 
members do a great job promoting 
and engaging the community.”

The club’s upcoming activities are 
open to all, and the variety is sure 
to appeal to the interests of  almost 

everyone.
The National Wreaths Across 

America group coordinates wreath-
laying ceremonies at more than 1,600 
locations across the United States, 
at sea and abroad. Join the Groton 
Rotary Club on Saturday, Dec. 14, as 
we travel to remember and honor 
the veterans buried at Bath National 
Cemetery, in Bath, New York. The 
ceremony will include the laying of  
Remembrance wreaths on the graves 
of  our country’s fallen heroes and 
the act of  saying the name of  each 
veteran aloud.

Anyone wishing to participate in 
the trip to Bath, should meet at Bun 
Appetit Bakery, 215 Main St., at 8 a.m. 
for breakfast. The group will carpool 
to the cemetery and plans to arrive 
by 11:30 a.m. to participate in the 

Remembrance Ceremony at noon.
Those who can’t make the trip but 

want to support the group’s efforts 
to honor our veterans may consider 
donating a wreath. Wreaths are $15 
each, and orders (with payment) 
must be received in the group’s 
main office by Monday, Dec. 2. The 
Groton Rotary ID number is NY0311, 
and each order must be labeled with 
the ID number NYBNCB. For more 
information, or to order a wreath, the 
Wreaths Across America website is 
wreathsacrossamerica.org

There are still a few seats available 
on a chartered bus trip to for a “Day 
on Your Own in New York City.” The 
bus will leave Groton High School 
on Saturday, Dec. 7 at 6:30 a.m. and 

GROTON  
ON THE 
INSIDE
By Linda 
Competillo

Photo by Linda Competillo 
Moira McJury (left), education and prevention coordinator for the Alcohol and Drug Council of Tompkins County, and Nasar 
Khan (right), president of Groton Rotary Club, shaking hands following McJury’s presentation on vaping and opioid drugs.

See GROTON, on page 9
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Trumansburg Chamber celebrates 100 years
In the 1984 President’s Report, 

then-Trumansburg Chamber 
President Richard Owlett reflected 
on an interesting issue brought to 
his attention by a life-long resident. 
It seems Trumansburg was not listed 

on an Atlas map 
given to her as a gift 
from her insurance 
agent. Interlaken 
and Mecklenburg 
were listed, but 
not Trumansburg. 
When Owlett’s 
outreach to the 
Atlas publisher 
went unanswered, 
the Chamber put 
its own map in its 

member brochure. 
“As the saying goes, if  you want 

something done, do it yourself,” he 
said.

I mention Owlett and the ’80s 
because in preparation for the 100th 
Anniversary Celebration, I was going 
through the three boxes and a canvas 
bag full of  Chamber papers that were 
gifted to me. The ’80s were the most-
well documented, and the similarities 
in the two Chambers was striking. 
While many things have changed, 
many concerns of  the Chamber 
remain the same. Owlett explains 
in a 1984 letter to the editor of  the 
Trumansburg Free Press the four 
areas of  focus of  the Chamber at that 
time, which mirrors the focus of  the 
Chamber today.

The first focus was informed by the 
then-newly adopted Constitution and 
By-Laws, which stated, “the purpose 
of  this organization (the T.A.C. of  C.) 
shall be to encourage the economic 
success of  our area in general, by 

promoting member businesses as 
well as the human and geographic 
assets of  the area.” 

The Chamber board of  the 
’80s was attempting to serve five 
townships in three counties, which 
they felt were being ignored by the 
county chambers, a considerable 
commitment for an all-volunteer run 
board. 

The recent Chamber board 
members are not the first to 

consider neighbors to be part of  the 
Trumansburg area and who should 
be served by the Chamber. 

This year, the by-laws were 
amended to reflect more of  a focus on 
economic development and tourism, 
which was the second focus of  the 
Chamber of  the ’80s. The Chamber 
did not believe Trumansburg had the 
capacity to attract tourists to the area; 
rather, it focused on diverting the 
tourists in the area to Trumansburg 

proper, campaigning that tourists did 
not have to drive to Ithaca or Seneca 
Falls for any of  their needs. 

This is a message the Chamber 
of  today has been promoting for the 
last several years. What is different, 
however, is the Chamber believes 
Trumansburg has the capacity to 
attract large numbers of  tourists to 

Photo by Theresa Mogil
Trumansburg Community Nursery School Director Deb Austic (left) holds the organization of the year award, presented to the 
school by Trumansburg Chamber board member Stephen Daly (right) at the Chamber’s 100th anniversary and annual dinner.

See TRUMANSBURG, on page 9
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Transportation for sustainability: move people, not cars
By Dawn Montanye
WAY2GO TEAM LEADER

Way2Go, a program of  Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of  Tompkins 
County, has a mission to provide 
information and education that 
connects people with transportation 
options and facilitates new 
community transportation solutions. 

Way2Go partners on numerous 
transportation projects providing 
education and outreach on mobility 
challenges and solutions in 
Tompkins County and beyond. We 
also share information in person and 
online through the Way2Go website, 
which houses an online directory 
of  every transportation service 
in Tompkins County for local and 
regional travel, how-to videos, tips 
and tools and ways to get involved in 
community initiatives. 

Way2Go’s work is just one 
component of  community-wide 
efforts involving transportation 
providers and organizations that we 
partner, collaborate and innovate 
with to make transportation 
both more accessible and more 
sustainable. 

Actions toward a more sustainable 
approach to transportation is 
critical. In 2017, transportation 
claimed the top spot as the largest 
emitter of  greenhouse gas emissions 

in the country and in New York state. 
According to the Ithaca-Tompkins 
County Transportation Council 2040 
Long-Range Transportation Plan, 
61% of  Tompkins County’s workforce 
drives alone to work. 

Ithaca’s goal of  achieving carbon 
neutrality city-wide by 2030 through 
the city’s Green New Deal will 
necessarily involve solutions that 
involve transportation. However, 
in our rural county, residents often 
have no other option than to drive 
alone due to areas that are essentially 
transportation deserts. 

Lack of  access to transportation 
or reliable transportation in these 
same areas can stand in the way of  
residents accessing basic services, 
finding and keeping a job, as well 
as getting to the doctor, the grocery 
store or to our children’s school. 
Sustainability efforts like the Green 
New Deal seek to address economic 
inequality and racial injustice along 
with climate change. 

Those involved in Tompkins 
County’s transportation sector are 
also focused on climate, access and 
equity and are engaging, in very 
practical ways that can help us 
achieve our goals. 

TCAT, the Tompkins County 
transit provider, in collaboration 
with Gadabout, Way2Go and 
HyperCommute, is piloting TconnecT, 

a new mobility service that will be 
launched in the Dryden community 
in the spring of  2020. TconnecT will 
allow users to schedule a trip via app 
on a Gadabout minibus that will take 

them from their rural residence to an 
existing TCAT bus stop, increasing 

Photo by Dawn Montanye 
Patty Poist, marketing and communications Manager of TCAT (left) stands with 
Victoria Armstrong, director of Bike Walk Tompkins (right).

See SIGNS, on page 12

Signs of Sustainability
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OPINION

Street 
Beat

BY JESSICA WICKHAM

How are you celebrating 
Thanksgiving this year?

“We will go to see grandchildren.” 
Judy, Ithaca

Our question, 
your answers

“It’s my birthday, so my whole
 family’s getting together.” 

John, Ithaca

“With my family.” 
Art, Van Etten

“With my mom and my kids 
at the traditional dinner.” 

Nick, Binghamton

Reflecting after the 2019 elections
Another election has come and 

gone. When people first talk to me 
about running for 
office, I always tell 
them the keys are: do a 
lot of  door to door and 
don’t leave anything on 
the table. 

I tell them this for 
two reasons. One, it’s 
really the only way to 
win when you are the 
minority party - ask 
Ed LaVigne, Lansing 
town supervisor, 

who won by fewer than 100 votes 
despite having a long record of  
accomplishments including new 
sewer and water service and building 
working relationships with other 
municipalities that didn’t exist 
before.  

Second, and just as important, 
if  you lose, you can look back and 

say there was really nothing more 
than you could have done. I don’t 
mean to sound too new age, but if  
you’ve given it everything you have 
and still come up short, it’s still an 
accomplishment to be proud of.

In Lansing, I saw Judy Drake and 
Jeff  “Otto” Norman lose by less 
than three percentage points in a 
race for town board. They knocked 
on hundreds of  doors, their direct 
mail was solid, and they campaigned 
on issues. In the end, they didn’t get 
enough folks to the polls to win. We 
congratulate Andra Benson and 
Bronwyn Losey on their victories 
and look forward to working with 
them to make Lansing a better place 
to live.  

I also want to thank Katrina 
Binkowitz for her service on the 
Lansing board and all the work she’s 
done to make Salt Point a place for 
everyone to enjoy as she retires from 

the Lansing Town Board.
In Caroline, we saw Karyn Lyn 

Scott and Tony Tavelli lose by less 
than 10 percentage points and Peter 
Hoyt pull in 40% of  the vote for town 
supervisor and Dallas Micha get 
almost 40% of  the vote for highway 
superintendent.  

They all went door to door, had 
solid platforms and now know much 
more about Caroline and their 
neighbors than when they started. 
We congratulate Mark Witmer, 
Bobby Spencer, Tim Murray and 
Irene Weiser on their victories and 
look forward to what they’ll be 
proposing and working toward to 
improve Caroline and the lives of  
their neighbors.

And in Dryden, Ronald Szymanski 
was able to win almost 20% of  
the vote in a three-way race; he 

See REPUBLICAN, on page 12

THE
REPUBLICAN 
VIEW
By Mike 
Sigler



 8    TOMPKINS WEEKLY    NOV.  27 – DEC. 3, 2019

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

‘A Christmas Carol’ returns to Hangar Theatre stage
By Thena Gitlin
HANGAR THEATRE

Return to 19th-century London this 
December with the Hangar Theatre’s 
celebrated production of  “Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol,” 
running Dec. 8-22.

Join Ebenezer Scrooge as he is 
visited by the Spirits of  Christmas 
Past, Present and Future in a 
timeless tale of  hope and redemption. 
This retelling of  Charles Dickens’ 
classic novel, adapted for the Hangar 
stage by Ithaca’s own Aoise Stratford 
and directed by Hangar Artistic 
Director Michael Barakiva, brings 
a contemporary perspective to the 
story while remaining true to the 
time-honored tale of  generosity 
that resonates during the holiday 
season. Adults and children alike will 
enjoy this wonderful world of  music, 
costumes and magic.  

  “‘A Christmas Carol’ is a story 
about community and family, so 
a decision was made to cast the 
production locally and hire local 
artists when possible,” Barakiva 
said. “That’s why the Hangar 
Theatre approached Aoise Stratford, 
a long-time Ithacan resident and 
Cornell faculty member, for our 
new adaptation, written specifi cally 
for the Hangar stage and the Ithaca 
community.”  

Currently on the faculty of  
Cornell University’s Department 

of  Performing and Media Arts, 
Stratford developed “Charles 
Dickens’ A Christmas Carol” for its 
debut at the Hangar in 2017. 

Animating this holiday classic 
are its young actors, drawn from all 
points of  greater Ithaca to perform 

at the Hangar. They include 10 new 
and six returning to the production. 
Selected by audition, these 16 
talented students represent four high 
schools (Ithaca, Lansing, Newfi eld 
and Candor); three middle schools 
(DeWitt, Boyton and Trumansburg); 

and two elementary schools (Dryden 
and Cayuga Heights), as well as 
all levels of  Lehman Alternative 
Community School (LACS) and one 
home-schooled thespian. Together, 
they help create a truly community-
wide celebration of  the season.

To lessen the demands on the 
young actors, who must fi t in 
rehearsals and performances while 
maintaining their school schedules, 
this production actually features 
two youth companies of  eight actors 
apiece, which appear on alternate 
nights. This year’s production 
includes three additional young cast 
members, giving more children the 
opportunity to participate. 

During their performance, each 
young actor plays multiple roles. 
For example, both Sirius Denoes and 
Jack Cecere (from Lansing High and 
LACS, respectively) cast as “Boy 1,” 
play Christopher, Peter Cratchit, 
Young Ebenezer and a Fezziwig guest. 
As “Girl 1,” Isabel Leyden-Githler 
and Sydney Lee (Newfi eld and Ithaca 
High Schools, respectively) appear as 
Ariella, Fan and Martha Cratchit.  

Photo by Rachel Philipson
Curzon Dobell will play Ebenezer Scrooge in Hangar Theatre’s production of “A Christmas Carol,” showing Dec. 8-22. 

See CHRISTMAS, on page 18



NOV.  27 – DEC. 3, 2019    TOMPKINS WEEKLY    9

GROTON | TRUMANSBURG

returns to GHS on Sunday, Dec. 8 
at 1 a.m. The cost of  the trip is $70 
per person. Contact Tim Heller at 
Groton Central School, (607) 898-4588 
to reserve a seat. Seats are selling 
quickly and are first-come, first-
served.

Perhaps a trip to the Big Apple 
doesn’t quite fit your budget, or 
you may have so much fun with the 
group to the city that you want more! 
The club invites the public for some 
holiday food, fun and line dancing 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Monday, Dec. 9 at the 
Cortland Country Music Park, 1824 
State Rt. 13. Lessons are available 
for those new to line dancing. Cost 
is $5 per person. Reserve a spot with 
Mona Forney at monaforney@aol.
com.

The Groton Rotary Club is selling 
the 2020 Waterfalls of  the Finger 
Lakes calendars, contributing all 

proceeds to its water project in rural 
Uganda, “Water for Water.” The 
calendars retail for $15.95, and the 
club sells them for $12. Available at 
Brittany Station or from any Groton 
Rotarian. Call (607) 898-4994 for more 
information.

 Khan said the Groton Rotary is 
growing, but he would love to see it 
grow even more. He also said that 
Rotary is a club where members can 
share their interests and passions for 
service, and they will be supported.

Groton on the Inside appears 
weekly. Submit news ideas to Linda 
Competillo, lmc10@cornell.edu or 607-
227-4922.

IN BRIEF:

Groton Community Choir 
performances

Save the dates and plan to attend 
one or more performances of  the 
Groton Community Choir’s 69th 
musical cantata. Under the direction 
of  Ginny Casey, the group will 

present the Christmas musical, 
“Song of  Joy,” arranged by Marty 
Hamby, created by Dale Matthews.

Opening night will be Friday, Dec. 
6 at 7 p.m. at the Groton Community 
Church, 204 E. Cortland St.

There will be two more 
performances Saturday, Dec. 7 at 7 
p.m. at Dryden Baptist Church, 138 
Virgil Rd. in Dryden and on Sunday, 
Dec. 8 at 3 p.m. at Groton Assembly of  
God, 701 S. Main St.

Light refreshments will follow each 
performance. There is no charge for 
the concerts, but free-will donations 
will be gratefully accepted. No one 
affiliated with the choir benefits 
financially, but the cost of  music 
books and other materials needed 
seems to only increase each year.

TST/GHS Students of the Month

The following Groton students 
were recognized as outstanding 
students of  the month for October at 
the TST BOCES Career and Technical 
Education Center: Demetri Brooks, 
Career Exploration Program, Taylor 

Moffitt, Cosmetology, and Nick 
Radley, Sports Conditioning and 
Exercise Science.

These students are chosen based 
on qualities such as character, 
leadership, citizenship, work ethic 
and attendance and should be 
compassionate, honest, trustworthy, 
responsible and a positive role model.

Each outstanding student receives 
a certificate, a CTC Food Services 
pizza coupon and a Career and Tech 
Center backpack.

Congratulations to these 
exceptional career and tech students 
in our school!

No parking

Town of  Groton Highway 
Superintendent Mike Perkins 
reminds the public that the parking 
of  vehicles is prohibited between the 
hours of  10 p.m. and 7 a.m. from Nov. 
1 through May 1 on all town highway 
right-of-ways within the town of  
Groton. Violators will be subject to a 
fine, and vehicles may be towed at the 
owner’s expense.

GROTON
Continued from page 4

the area and actively promotes the 
area as a prime tourist destination. 

Holding events and community 
pride was a third focus. The 1980s 
saw events such as the Taughannock 

Panfish Derby, Red Cross 
Bloodmobile drives, a Christmas 
decorating event, and Fourth of  
July fireworks. Just as in today’s 
Chamber, these events are and 
were created to serve the public 
and promote a positive image of  
Trumansburg. 

“In a sense, they do more to ‘put us 
on the map’ than an actual map can 
do,” Owlett said.

While the events in Trumansburg 

have changed, they are a reflection 
of  what is important to our area 
residents. WinterFest highlights 
community spirit. Porchfest features 
the vast talent of  our community of  
musicians. The T-burg Crit brings  
excitement to our residents.

Last is the member brochure, 
which was created to give public 
recognition and exposure to 
businesses, as it was believed the 
majority of  the membership had 
“little or nothing to do with tourism.” 

The membership brochure 
continues to be an important part 
of  Chamber membership, but it has 
evolved with the advent of  social 
media and websites. Online sources 
better highlight business information 
and increase availability to contact 
them. Although it still produces a 
member brochure, the Chamber 
knows that our businesses rely on 
tourists to survive. 

As cliché as it is, it seems the more 
things change, the more things stay 
the same. Of  course, this is due to the 
fact that change is cyclical, and while 
the concerns may be the same, it is 
the solutions that are different. 

In its 100th year, the Chamber has 
updated branding and by-laws and 
has honed in membership benefits 
and board member job descriptions. 
In the coming year, we are hoping 
to support economic development, 
tourism and membership 

by continuing to employ an 
“Ambassador to Trumansburg,” who 
will focus on keeping social media 
promotions, the Chamber website 
and membership engagement on 
track. 

This is already in process, and 
it is hoped that in the future the 
Chamber will be able to partner 
with the village, town and Tompkins 
County tourism in order to make this 
model sustainable. Trumansburg 
is changing, but it also remains the 
same. 

To our businesses and residents, 
there is no other place like 
Trumansburg, which we are 
fortunate enough to call home. 
As we enter into the holiday 
season, I want to thank you all for 
supporting the Chamber, each other 
and our community. You help put 
Trumansburg on the map! 

IN BRIEF:

Vicious Fishes album release

Join Trumansburg band Vicious 
Fishes at the Cherry Art Space for 
the release of  its album “Vicious 
Fishes” on Saturday, Nov. 30 at 8:30 
p.m. There is a $5 suggested donation 
at the door, but no one will be turned 
away from this all-ages show. 

Vicious Fishes is a four-piece 
band made up of  friends from 
Trumansburg who love to play rock 
and roll of  all types but draw most 
of  their influence from punk rock. 
Members include Jonas Puryear and 
Liam McDonnell, class of  2018, and 
Zeb Whitford and Jakob Gould, class 
of  2019.

Winter Concert

Please join the Trumansburg 
Community Choir for its winter 
concert on Saturday, Dec. 14 at 7:30 
p.m. or Sunday, Dec. 15 at 3 p.m. at 
The First Presbyterian Church of  
Ulysses, 69 E. Main St., Trumansburg. 
Admission is free, but donations 
are always appreciated. All ages are 
welcome!

TRUMANSBURG
Continued from page 5
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LANSINGSponsored by:

the Traditional Plan, LUMC has also 
placed itself  in opposition to Bishop 
of  the Upper New York Conference 
Mark Webb. 

“I choose to believe that all persons 
are acting from places of  deep 
faith conviction yet also believe 
that actions like these continue to 
divide,” Webb wrote in a Nov. 8 letter 
to his conference.

Diane Withiam, a member of  the 
Reconciling Ministries Group, said 
she and her fellow members had a 
series of  one-on-one conversations 
with church members.

“We found people who said that 
they would turn their backs and 
walk out of  the church after the 2019 
Traditional Plan was adopted,” she 
said. “We found people who have 
family members and children who 
are gay.”

Ministries group members found 
that 97% of  the church supported 
reconciling, she said, and when they 
voted, they got 98% in favor.

“We needed to have this 
conversation among ourselves. 
We needed to know who we are,” 
Withiam said. “So, we developed the 
welcoming and affirming statement. 
… It was the least we could do, the 
most basic thing. We were compelled 
to do the thing that was available. If  
not, then what do we stand for?”

The Lansing congregation joins 
more than 1,000 other United 
Methodist groups, including classes, 
congregations, campus ministries, 
annual conferences and the 
entire western jurisdiction of  the 
denomination in making a public 
statement that they welcome, affirm 
and celebrate people of  all sexual 
orientations and gender identities 
at all levels of  their community, 
including participation, membership 
and leadership positions. 

IN BRIEF:

Cookies and Carols

Cookies and Carols will be Monday, 
Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m., in the Middle School 
auditorium. There will be raffles for 
valuable prizes including local area 
restaurant gift cards, sports tickets, 
holiday items and more. 

Come hear music by the Third and 
Fourth Grade Chorus, Middle School 
Holiday Band and the High School 
Show Choir while enjoying holiday 
cookies and beverages.  

To buy tickets or help by bringing 
cookies or volunteering the day 
of  the event, go to http://www.
lansingschools.org/ltapa. (Please no 
nuts or nut spreads.)  

Cookies and Carols is LTAPA’s 
biggest fundraiser of the year, helping 
pay for theater and musicians’ needs 
such as microphones, curtains, lights, 

scholarships and trips.

North Lansing Fire Auxiliary 
Pancake Breakfast

The North Lansing Fire Auxiliary 
will hold a pancake breakfast on 
Dec. 1 at the North Lansing Fire 
Hall, 1189 Auburn Rd. All-you-can-
eat pancakes, French toast, sausage 
patties, hash browns, coffee, tea and 
hot chocolate will be served from 7:30 
to 11 a.m. Adult tickets will be $7, 
Children 6-12 $4, 5 and under free. For 
more information, contact Jessie at 
607-280-6616.

Library’s Artisan Fair Announced

The 11th Annual Lansing Artisan 
Fair will be held Friday, Dec. 6, from 
3 to 6 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 7, 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Lansing 
Community Library and the Lansing 

Community Center.
More than 20 local artisans will be 

selling handicrafts, including jewelry 
and accessories, home decor, gourmet 
goodies, sustainable clothing, 
holiday bling and much more. Enjoy 
a free treat and hot beverage while 
shopping. Part of  the proceeds benefit 
the Friends of  Lansing Community 
Library.

Ithaca Orchestra plays Middle 
School

The Ithaca Community Orchestra, 
under the direction of  Dr. Madeline 
Schatz-Harris, will present a concert 
titled “Classical Meets Jazz” on Dec. 
14 at 4 p.m. in the Lansing Middle 
School Auditorium. 

This concert will feature piano 
soloist Dr. Andrea Merrill performing 
Gershwin’s “Rhapsody in Blue.” 
In addition, Dr. Schatz-Harris will 
lead the orchestra in the East Coast 
Premiere of Henry Wolking’s “Powell 
Canyons.” And finally, the orchestra 
will perform Selections from 
“West Side Story,” led by assistant 
conductor Aaron Burgess. 

The public is invited to attend 
a reception held directly after the 
concert. A recommended donation 
of  $7 will be accepted at the door, and 
children are admitted free of  charge.

LANSING
Continued from page 1

Photo by David Dornbusch
Members of the congregation of the Lansing United Methodist Church celebrate the adoption of their “Welcoming 
Statement” for LGBTQAI+ persons on Sept. 22. It became the third area “reconciling church” for this move.
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worked for every one of  those votes. 
Congratulations to James Skaley and 
Loren Sparling on winning the two 
open town board seats.

In the state Supreme Court, Chris 
Baker, Mark Masler and Oliver 
Blaise III all won judgeships.  I’ve 
never seen three candidates work so 
hard in such a large district. They 
were at everything. Their Facebook 
feeds show them crisscrossing 10 
counties over the course of  more 
than six months.

In the end, congratulations goes to 
every one of  these candidates, both 
those who won and those who lost, 
those who ran in contested races and 
those who ran uncontested. They’ve 
all done something that many don’t 
choose to, whether it’s because of  
the time commitment or the rigors of  
the campaign or some other personal 

reasons like family commitments or 
are restricted by their jobs.

I hope they all stay involved. There 
are so many other opportunities. 
I don’t know of  a single group not 
looking for people whether it’s the 
Lion’s Club, Rotary, Planning Board, 
PTSO or School Board.  

They’ve all taken that step to serve 
and get to know their communities 
better, and I hope in the end, they got 
to know themselves a little better. 

In a recent race, I saw a candidate 
reconnect with someone they had 
a falling out with more than two 
decades before. They are now friends 
again. 

Politics has become uncivil in many 
instances, but when it comes to local 
races, these folks aren’t in it for the 
pay and glamour, trust me on that. 
It’s truly to serve their neighbors 
and improve their communities, and 
I thank them all for it.   

If  you want to serve your 
community, contact me at mike.
sigler@yahoo.com or through 
Facebook and I’ll point you in a 
direction if  you want to be political 
or if  you want to serve in a non-
political organization.  

I know a lot of  people who 
say they don’t like politics, but 
politics are what you do every day:  
meeting people, working toward 
a goal, negotiating with clients, 
bosses, coworkers, wives, husbands, 
partners, children, and making your 
community better. If  you have the 
time to give, there’s a lot of  groups 
both political and not looking for you.

REPUBLICAN
Continued from page 7

access to TCAT’s fixed route system 
and reducing the need to drive alone. 

TCAT eliminated its Zone 2 fare 
in August 2019, creating one flat 
fee for rides going anywhere in the 
county. With increasing equity at 
its core, this move makes trips more 
affordable, in particular for rural 
residents traveling between Zone 
1 and Zone 2. It also has the goal of  
increasing ridership by encouraging 
some residents to leave their cars at 
home and take the bus instead. TCAT 
will also be adding three electric 
busses to their fleet in the spring of  
2020, moving towards their goal of  an 
all-electric fleet.

Nine organizations in Tompkins 
County have volunteer drivers 
who help people get to medical 
appointments, the food bank, visits 
with family, events and meetings 
at their child’s school. Way2Go is 
partnering with these organizations 
to support them, bring them together 
to learn from each other and 
spearhead a coordinated effort to 
recruit additional volunteer drivers 
so that people who need a ride can get 
one.

The School Success Transportation 
Coalition works with the Ithaca City 
School District, community members 
and transportation service providers 
so that all students and their families 
can access transportation for getting 
to afterschool activities, meetings 
and conferences. The Coalition, 
of  which Way2Go is a partner, has 
helped put in place transportation 
liaisons in all of  the 12 ICSD schools 
and facilitates ridesharing and 
getting free TCAT bus passes to any 
student that needs it. 

Bike Walk Tompkins has a goal of  
making Ithaca and Tompkins County 
a community where walking and 
biking are safe and convenient for 
people of  all ages and abilities. It is 
developing strategies to double the 
number of  bike trips in and around 
Ithaca by spearheading the Blueprint 
for Better Bicycling initiative. 

Bike Walk Tompkins also runs 
bike skills classes for both adults 
and kids, organizes the Ithaca Bike 
Champions community outreach 
program, hosts films and organizes 
rides. Bike Walk Tompkins still 
organizes and puts on the twice-a-
year signature program “Streets 
Alive! Ithaca,” sponsored in part by 
Way2Go, which brings community 
members of  all backgrounds together 
for a celebratory day of  walking, 
biking, rolling, dancing and playing 
in car-free streets. 

EV Tompkins works with public 
and private sector leaders, including 
Way2Go, to provide the necessary 
infrastructure, educational outreach, 
coordination to promote electric 
vehicle use. The project exceeded 
the goal of  having 620 registered EVs 
on the road by the end of  2019. As of  
Nov. 2, there were 642 EVs registered 
in Tompkins County. 

GO ITHACA, an initiative created 
by the Downtown Ithaca Alliance, 
has the goal to help downtown Ithaca 
businesses, employees and residents 
find efficient and affordable ways 
to commute to and from work every 
day. Soon, it will launch a commuter 
benefit program that will facilitate 

easy and affordable access to all 
of  Ithaca’s transportation options, 
including TCAT, Ithaca Carshare, 
carpooling, biking, walking and 
parking. 

One of  those benefits is the 
BackUp Ride Home program, created 
by the Center for Community 
Transportation, which benefits 
commuters that give up their car 
to instead ride the bus, carpool 
or Carshare. The BackUp Ride 
Home program covers the cost of  
your transportation if  something 
unexpected happens in the middle of  
a work day that makes your original 
travel plan unfeasible. 

In discussion for the future is 
Mobility as a Service (MaaS). MaaS is 
an emerging concept that prioritizes 
customer based transportation 
that utilizes multiple modes of  
transportation. App-based technology 
will assist in conveniently finding 
and purchasing a combination of  
transportation options.

The leadership in Tompkins 
County’s transportation sector is 
working to provide a sustainable and 
equitable transportation system. This 
collaborative environment is helping 
to advance the initiatives above, and 
others, that will serve to benefit the 
community in the long run. 

This is the latest installment of  
the Signs of  Sustainability series 
produced by Sustainable Tompkins. 
For more information about the 
organization, visit their website at 
SustainableTompkins.org.

SIGNS
Continued from page 6

“Politics are what you do every 
day: meeting people, working 
toward a goal, negotiating with 
clients, bosses, coworkers, 
wives, husbands, partners, 
children, and making your 
community better.”
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Love Living at Home joins YMCA to expand services
By Jessica Wickham
TOMPKINS WEEKLY

On Nov. 1, Love Living at Home 
(LLH) joined the YMCA as a 
collaborative member and partner to 
expand health and wellness offerings 
for LLH members and develop joint 
programs for both LLH and YMCA 
members, all to help improve the 
lives of  seniors living in Tompkins 
County.

The collaborative membership 
allows LLH members to use all YMCA 
facilities and attend programs and 
classes at no additional cost to them, 
according to a recent press release. 

Love Living at Home was 
established in October of  2016 as 
a nonprofit serving residents 62 
years of  age and older, modeled to 
help seniors stay in their homes 
comfortably for as long as they’d 
like with the help of  a network of  
volunteers and employees. 

Cheryl Jewell, executive director 
of  Love Living at Home, said it’s 
important to have this unique 
organization in the county to 
provide seniors with everything 
from activities to occupy their day to 
volunteers to clean their gutters. 

“We help fill the gaps that there are 
for folks 62 and older in Tompkins 
County,” Jewell said. “It’s not only 
just for people to be able to stay in 
their homes, but it’s also for folks 
that want to get out and be a part of  
another type of  community.”

Jim Darnieder has done a lot of  
repairs as a volunteer handyman for 
the organization, and he said he loves 
being able to help and see how LLH 
can change lives. 

“It’s rewarding from the standpoint 
that our members really, really 
appreciate what we do,” Darnieder 
said.

Since its foundation, Frank 
Towner, executive director of  the 
Ithaca YMCA, approached LLH to aid 
the organization in its mission to help 
seniors live long, happy, healthy 
lives. 

“I felt strongly that the YMCA 
service, culture, connectivity of  our 
seniors would fit right into their 
model of  keeping physically fit, 
active, older adults in their homes,” 
Towner said. “This would be a great 

place for them to come be with other 
active, older adults and stay healthy.”

On a more personal level, 
Towner saw the benefit of  having 
an organization like LLH in his 
community as he ages in it.

“I was inspired because I’m not as 
young as I used to be, and I want to 
stay in my house, and to do that, I 
need to be fit, but wouldn’t it be nice 
to be able to call on an organization 
or a volunteer who’s going to help me 
repair the gutter?” Towner said.

The YMCA and LLH have always 
maintained that relationship, Towner 
said, but it wasn’t until earlier this 
month that they were able to solidify 
the collaborative membership. Jewell 
said she and Towner had several 
meetings to collaborate on how best 
to help both organizations meet their 
similar missions. Towner said the 
membership is mutually beneficial 
for both YMCA and LLH.

“We’re at that sweet spot where we 
serve our mission by providing this 
opportunity, and in return, hopefully 
we get financial support, we get moral 
support, we get people who bring 
other family members to the Y, so it 
works hand in hand,” Towner said.

Darnieder said LLH’s collaborative 
membership can help YMCA and 
LLH members to interact and 
establish that connection that is so 
important for health as we age.

“We’re all about community, and 
that’s what the Y is about, too,” 
Darnieder said. “It’s getting that 
number that know each other, that 
socialize together, that go to exercise 
programs together, just continuing to 
build that so that we have more of  a 
sense of  connectivity.”

Because LLH pays one lump sum 
for all its 140 members to use the Y for 
free, the membership does represent 
a significant risk for the YMCA, as it 

could mean lost revenue if  enough 
people from LLH use YMCA services. 
However, Towner said, it was well 
worth that risk.

“It’s a gamble. Are they all going to 
come and use the facility every day? 
No,” Towner said. “There’s a lot of  
people in their roster, but they don’t 
all come at once, and they don’t all 
come at all.”

Towner said the membership, even 
if the majority of LLH members don’t 
use it, can help all those who take 
advantage of  it by connecting them 
with others in a way that’s beneficial 
for their mental and physical health.

“To live independently, you need 
to be physically and mentally able to 
perform those functional tasks that 
continue in your life,” Towner said. 
“The ability for these folks who might 
not otherwise afford a membership 

See THINKING AHEAD, on page 17

Thinking Ahead
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it makes the system more difficult to 
work under.

“It’s going to slow things down, and 
we don’t need that because, ... people 
can find jobs other places where 
they can get started right away,” 
Dale-Hall said.

Regulations also apply to childcare 
workers, so those who actively 
work with children are required to 
have more education and training 
than ever before, said Sherri Koski, 
director of  the Ithaca Community 
Childcare Center (IC3).

“With the rising cost of  minimum 
wage and the increase of  regulations 
and requirements for training and 
education, those costs are going up 
at a much higher rate than we can 
increase cost of  childcare or tuition,” 
Koski said.

Effects

All sources agreed that good-quality 
childcare makes a big difference for 
the child and family but also beyond. 

“We know now that that early 
support is the most important time in 
terms of  a child’s development, their 
social and emotional development 
and their brain development, and it 
gets kids ready for school, for life, for 
tomorrow,” Dale-Hall said. 

With good childcare, children 
learn about what good relationships 
look like, how to socialize, how to 
stretch their imagination and how to 
approach problems effectively – all 
skills that apply later in life, Dale-
Hall said.

And if  parents have proper 
childcare, they can be more effective 
workers, Koski said.

“If  employees are happy with 
where their children are, they’re 
going to go to work and they’re going 
to be much more productive,” she 
said.  

The opposite of  that is what 
happens in our current system when 
parents can’t afford or don’t have 
access to childcare. Tavares said 
that there is a large adult population 
in Tompkins County who aren’t 
working nor looking for work, and 
she said that can likely be attributed 
to parents having one spouse stay 
home and not work in order to care 
for the child. 

“The cost of  childcare versus what 
they could go out and earn in a job 
doesn’t make it a strong enough 
incentive to put their children into 
childcare and to go out to work, but 
also, if  there’s not enough slots or if  
they wouldn’t be able to find childcare 
anyway, they’re not left with a lot of  
choices,” Tavares said.

Dale-Hall said she’s seen it get 
far worse than that, too. Parents 
will switch shifts so there’s always 
someone at home with the child, use 
a patchwork of  relatives and friends 
to watch their child or even resort to 
unregulated or illegal childcare.

“They’re uncertain and they’re 
desperate, and that’s unfortunate 
because that doesn’t allow them 
to really pick what’s the right 
environment for their child,” Dale-
Hall said.

And the effects go beyond the 
family. Tavares said that, when 
childcare is too expensive, families 
are spending money on childcare that 
could’ve gone to other areas in the 
economy, harming other businesses 
and services in the county.

Current services and resources

To provide a sense of  what’s 
available for families, let’s look at 
some examples of  providers and 
services in the county.

The Childcare Development 
Council (CDC) serves county 
families, providing referral services 
and support agents but no childcare 
centers of  its own. The CDC provides 
training for childcare providers and 
helps connect parents to providers 
and groups. 

The TC3 Childcare Center is a 
not-for-profit childcare facility on 
campus that specializes in childcare 
for TC3 students, though it also serves 
community members. Goodwin said 
the center reserves half  of  its spots 
for students to provide students with 
the resources they need to succeed.

The center was completed in 2018, 
allowing an expansion of  services 
from its old facility on campus. The 
Childcare Center went from two to 
six classrooms, adding two infant 
classrooms, a toddler classroom and 

a preschool classroom.
“There was a lot of  students going 

to classes with their children,” 
Goodwin said. “So, we knew that we 
need to expand to be able to reduce the 
number of  children that were going 
to classes and be able to have them in 
a safe learning environment.”

IC3, currently located at 579 Warren 
Rd. in Ithaca, serves families both 
within and outside Tompkins County. 

Children at IC3 stay with the same 
teachers and core group from infancy 
to pre-K, which Koski said helps to 
support emotional development, 
bonding and attachment. There are 
also two teachers in every classroom 
that have equal responsibility and 
are co-teachers together, in contrast 
to the usual model of  a teacher, 
teacher’s assistant and teacher’s aide. 

“That leads to better co-teaching 
relationships and ultimately better 
outcomes for children,” Koski said.

Like TC3, IC3 is undergoing its own 
expansion, set to be complete in 2021. 
Once complete, IC3 will have an added 
7,375 square feet of  space to provide 
a permanent place for its afterschool 
program and summer camp. 

Cornell University also provides 
resources to help students and 
employees locate, access and fund 
child care, said Michelle Artibee, 
associate director of  human 
resources at Cornell. 

The Cornell Child Care Center 
serves over 165 children of  Cornell 
students, staff  and faculty and offers 
both full and part-time schedules. 

“Cornell and Bright Horizons work 
closely to limit fee increases as much 

CHILDCARE
Continued from page 1
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as possible while also maintaining a 
high quality program,” Artibee said.  

In addition to providers, there are 
financial assistance resources for 
families. The CDC provides a few 
sources of  funding, including the 
Emergency Scholarship for families 
who experience a crisis. There are 
also childcare subsidies available 
at the local Department of  Social 
Services to assist parents who are 
working or enrolled in schooling. 

There are federal resources 
available for families, said Brian 
Zapf, director of Alternatives Federal 
Credit Union’s Free Tax Preparation 
Program. The Child & Dependent 
Care Tax Credit, Earned Income Tax 
Credit and Federal Child Tax Credit 
and Empire State Child Credit are 
federal and state grants available to 
parents, with different requirements.

Zapf  said these credits are often 
confusing for parents, and it doesn’t 
always provide the sort of  assistance 
most parents need.

“People need money to live on, 
month to month, week to week, so 
having this huge pay day once a year 
is not the best system to actually 
provide support for families, but it’s 
what we have because it’s simple to 
administer,” Zapf  said.

Despite the credits’ shortcomings, 
Zapf  said it can provide some 
significant reimbursement for 
families, which is why he and others 
at Alternatives offer the Free Tax 
Preparation Program. Under this 
program, parents, Alternatives 
member or not, can get free guidance 
on how to file their taxes, including 
navigating through the credits listed. 

Challenges and controversy

The need is clear, but getting there 
is another story. One of  the biggest 
challenges is a problem already 
discussed – cost.

Dale-Hall said one of  the cost 
challenges she’s seen that isn’t often 
talked about is that the current 
system can discourage workplace 
and wage advancement. She said 
that parents on the lowest end of  
the income spectrum can access 
childcare subsidies, but when their 
income reaches 200% of  the federal 
poverty rate and one penny more, they 
lose those subsidies, and childcare is 
considerably more expensive. 

“We have people who say to us, ‘I 
can’t take a raise, because then, I can’t 
afford my childcare anymore, and I 
can’t afford to work,’ and it shouldn’t 
be that way,” Dale-Hall said.  

Another problem Dale-Hall 
outlined was some misconceptions 
about what childcare should be. 

“The biggest one is that people 
think it’s just caring for kids – it’s just 
babysitting – and that’s the biggest 
detriment to the system,” she said. 

That lack of  understanding and 
respect of  childcare providers 
means they’re not paid as much as 
they should be and are generally 
undervalued. Dale-Hall said we’re 
starting to see some positive change 
in this area, but there’s still some 
ways to go.

Another problem is that childcare 
is traditionally seen as the parents’ 
problem, which Dale-Hall said puts 
too much burden on the parents.

Solutions and strategies

Overcoming the challenges and 
making the state of  childcare better 
in the county is a difficult task, but 
it’s one many have already taken up. 

Koski said she’d like to see 
more support from the business 
community and more employer-
provided childcare. Dale-Hall said 
that the childcare system should be 
open to all, and an effective strategy 
needs to look at how childcare is paid 
for, who’s paying it and what can be 
done about it. 

“It’s a multi-pronged process, 
and we have to address it from that 

perspective,” Dale-Hall said.
Tavares said one way to get there 

could be increased access to universal 
pre-K.

“That’s an entire year’s worth 
of  childcare, full-time childcare 
expenses, that moderate-income 
families might not have to bare,” 
Tavares said. 

Artibee said she’d like to see 
more childcare services available 
at nontraditional hours to 
accommodate different kinds of  
work schedules for parents.

“It is important that there are 
a variety of  options to support 
nontraditional work schedules, part-
time needs, various cost levels, etc.,” 
she said.

All sources agreed that whatever 
the solution, it is going to take work 
from many areas, organizations and 
governments. 

“We have a pretty powerful 
community, and I think if  we exert 
the energy into this that we would 

probably come up with some unique 
solution that, independently, we’re 
not thinking of,” Koski said.

Sources interviewed encouraged 
concerned citizens to get involved, 
reach out to local government, 
talk to employers about childcare 
needs, volunteer and donate to local 
childcare providers and services. 

Conclusion

Quality childcare has far-reaching 
effects on everything from the 
economy to the development of  
the child, and it’s a goal many are 
currently striving for.

“Almost every meeting I go to, we 
hear about affordable housing and 
affordable childcare,” Koski said. “I 
would love there to be a point where 
families don’t have to get on a waiting 
list as soon as they conceive because 
they’re panicking that they might not 
have care when they need it.”

Photo by Jessica Wickham
Heather Dries (center) stands with her two kids, Marshall (left) and Macie-Sue (right) at the TC3 Childcare Center.



16    TOMPKINS WEEKLY    NOV.  27 – DEC. 3, 2019

ENVIRONMENT

Winter campaign declares it’s time to seal the cracks
 By Gay Nicolson 
SUSTAINABLE TOMPKINS

Inequality and the climate crisis 
are our community’s biggest long-
term threats. It may seem utterly 
overwhelming to try to address them 
at the same time, but together, we 
can take action and make a powerful 
difference. 

Sustainable Tompkins is running a 
Seal the Cracks winter campaign that 
provides everyone the opportunity 
to tackle both problems at the same 
time. Sustainable Tompkins runs a 
local carbon offset program (Finger 
Lakes Climate Fund) that is aimed 
at making sure everyone is included 
in a clean energy, equitable future by 
using offset donations to help lower-
income neighbors make energy 
improvements.  

Now, more than ever, we need to 
come together as a community to 

build resilience in the face of  the 
climate crisis and make sure no one 
is left behind. By offsetting your 
own carbon emissions, you can help 
others in our community.

This winter’s carbon offset 
campaign is grounded in more 
urgency than ever. We have 10 years 
to get off  of  fossil fuels, but we 
must ensure that our solutions are 
equitable and easily accessible to 
lower-income community members 
and families. 

We know that to successfully and 
justly transition off  of  fossil fuels, 
this is the only way it’s going to work. 
This campaign is also based in the 
new era of  Ithaca’s Green New Deal. 
The Ithaca Common Council passed 
the resolution this June and voted 
for a substantial budget and staffing 
earlier this month. Without a doubt, 
Sealing the Cracks is a Green New 
Deal solution for our entire region. 

We know that many of  the homes 

in this area are in need of  insulation, 
air sealing and new modern heating 
systems. We know that these efforts 
can be pricey, and a disproportionate 
burden is placed on lower income 
folks. That’s where Seal the Cracks 
and the Finger Lakes Climate Fund 
comes in.

For every ton of  CO2 emissions 
that we offset, we help folks in our 
community make their homes more 
energy efficient and take that ton of  
CO2 back out of  the atmosphere. It’s 
local. It’s transparent. It’s direct. 

Since 2010, we’ve given out 32 
grants worth $52,308 to offset 2,469 
tons of  CO2. These projects to air 
seal, insulate and install heat pumps 
increase community members’ 
comfort and security, reduce energy 
bills and health issues, all while 
providing local jobs.  

The Climate Fund has given 
grants to lower-income businesses, 
nonprofits, homeowners and renters. 

Typically, these offset grants leverage 
about five times more investment in 
energy improvements by filling the 
gap in financing. 

The goal of  this winter’s Seal 
the Cracks campaign is to raise 
$12,500 to help more families in 
need. Offsetting is quick, easy and 
affordable. For example, a flight to 
the West Coast can be offset for only 
$25, while 5,000 miles of  a typical car 
commute is about $50, and the cost to 
offset a month of  typical New York 
state home energy use is only $15.  

It is super easy to make 
a local carbon offset: go to 
FingerLakesClimateFund.org and 
start thinking back over the past 
year. Where did you travel and have 
you taken responsibility for the 
carbon emissions from your trips? 
How about your business or your 
home? (You can reach zero carbon 
by offsetting the remaining fossil fuel 
use in your buildings.)

Right now, our offset dollars are 
going further than ever. Partnering 
with HeatSmart Tompkins and 
NYSERDA, Sustainable Tompkins 
can now offer an extra $2,000 to 
income-eligible families to change 
out old furnaces and boilers to high-
efficiency heat pumps. Income-
eligible applicants can also get 
extensive subsidies through our local 
offset grants, plus incentives from 
NYSEG and NYSERDA. 

Pooling this extra support means 
we can help lower-income residents 
be in the vanguard of  the move to 
clean energy. There hasn’t been 
a better time to do your part in 
offsetting your emissions to increase 
this accessibility.  

For example, one of  our more 
recent Climate Fund grant awards 
went to Adrienne Cook in the town 
of  Ithaca. Her new heat pumps not 
only heat and cool her home but also 
provide hot water. 

This spring, she had solar panels 
installed on her roof. Now, she 
has a fully zero-carbon home - all 
on a limited budget. None of  this 
would have happened without our 
community doing its part. In this 
way, Adrienne could afford to do this 
necessary work and quickly said 
goodbye to almost $3000/yr in heating 
bills from her old fuel oil boiler. 

The Climate Fund needs your 
ongoing support and offsets to 
continue helping folks in the Finger 
Lakes Region with more local carbon 
offset grants. So, remember - offset 
any travel emissions associated 
with your Thanksgiving and winter 
holidays - whether you were the host 
or the guest. 

While you’re at it, why not offset 
any other travel you did in 2019? 
Please also urge your favorite 
business to take responsibility for 
their greenhouse gas emissions this 
year.

Let’s Seal the Cracks and reach 
our $12,500 goal during this Seal the 
Cracks campaign to offset another 500 
tons of  emissions and help at least six 
more families get climate resilient.

Marisa Lansing is the Climate 
Fund Coordinator for Sustainable 
Tompkins. 
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the ability to come here through their 
relationship with LLH improves the 
whole community.”

Teresa Morehouse, assistant 
executive director of  the Ithaca 
YMCA, added that this partnership 
can help to increase membership on 
both sides, especially as the number 
of  YMCA members ages 85 and older 
continues to expand. 

“[LLH] themselves have seen 
membership grow depending on who 
they are collaborating with overall, 
and I think with the Y being another 

offering that is included in their 
membership with Love Living at 
Home, I think that their membership 
will grow,” she said. “It will grow 
them as well as us.”

Darnieder said he’s looking forward 
to this collaborative membership and 
how it can help LLH continue to grow 
and help more people. 

“It gives our potential members 
just one more reason to join in and 
take advantage of,” he said. “I’m 
excited about all the people who are 
excited about us.”

LLH membership is available 
to anyone living in Tompkins 
County who is 62 or older at $450/
year for individuals or $575/year 
for a household. Scholarships are 
available. 

THINKING AHEAD
Continued from page 13

Photo by Jim Darnieder
YMCA members Kevin Crane (left) and Ray Ng (right) at the Ithaca YMCA’s pickleball 
court. Pickleball and other Y activities are now available to LLH members.

have the means of  continuing to 
expand our program and give those 
services to those people in need is 
very exciting,” Clougherty said. 
“What a legacy.”

Clougherty and others at 
Hospicare said growing palliative 
care services can make a big 
difference in people’s lives. Palliative 
care services are centered around 
reducing pain and other distressing 
symptoms associated with a serious 
illness, involving an interdisciplinary 
team of  service providers in the 
physical, social, emotional and 
spiritual health communities. 

Clougherty said these services can 
go a long way to help people have 
a longer, happier life while dealing 
with their illness.

“People need more support. People 
are confused and sometimes reeling 
from a diagnosis,” she said. “They 
need time to process, and having 
palliative care as an extra layer of  
support – who couldn’t use that? 
We’re trying to relieve suffering, and 
that’s something I personally feel 
strongly about.”

Current Hospicare patients under 
palliative care services can expect 
no interruption in current services, 
Gabriel said, only additional services 
and enhancements to current 

services. 
“The programs will only increase 

in terms of  what they’ll be able to 
access and how they’ll be able to be 
supported,” Gabriel said.

As Hospicare uses this gift for 
education efforts, Gabriel said they 
expect to find more areas of  need that 
will create the next step for Hospicare 
palliative care. And separate from 
Mitra’s gift, Hospicare plans to 
expand its Palliative Approach to 
Health (PATH) program in 2020 to 
increase staff  and scope, including 
hiring a nurse practitioner. 

Hospicare Assistant Director 
of  Community Engagement Sara 
Worden said she’s looking forward 
to using Mitra’s gift to help others 
who could benefit from palliative care 
services in the counties Hospicare 
serves.

“I just love thinking about the 
ripple effect it’s going to have and all 
of  the patients and families whose 
lives it’s going to improve,” Worden 
said.

Gabriel stressed that though 
Mitra’s gift is substantial and much 
appreciated, any and all donations 
to Hospicare make a difference for 
the organization. Hospicare receives 
a broad base of  support from the 
community, with gifts averaging 
at $150, and Gabriel and others 
are grateful for the community’s 
continued support.

This gift to Hospicare was 
administered by the Community 
Foundation of  Tompkins County.

GIFT
Continued from page 3
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We reduce building energy use and
improve comfort in ways that make sense

for our customers and the planet

Snug Planet
1730 Mecklenburg Road, Ithaca

Phone: 607.277.SNUG (7684) • snugplanet.com

Energy
Audits

Basements &
Crawlspaces

New
Construction

Heating &
Cooling

Insulation Air
Sealing

Among the veteran actors are the 
two boys sharing the role of Tiny Tim, 
Marcus Cornell (Dryden Elementary) 
and Hugo Lloyd (Cayuga Heights 
Elementary), who also play Prejudice 
and the Fortune Teller’s Pickpocket.  

Changes to the adult cast include 
the addition of  Curzon Dobell, 
starring as Ebenezer Scrooge. 
Curzon is featured as Hosea 
Matthews in Rockstar’s video game 
Red Dead Redemption II.  

Curzon’s film and television work 
includes “House of  Cards,” “Gotham” 
(recurring), “Bull,” “The Knick,” 
“John Adams,” “Law and Order,” 
“Mr Robot,” “The Blacklist,” “Return 
to Paradise,” Greg Orr’s “Alone” and 
“Wall Street: Money Never Sleeps.” 
He played Richard Nixon in Steven 
Spielberg’s “The Post.” 

On stage, he has worked in New 
York City at Lincoln Center, the Irish 
Rep, the Culture Center, SoHo Rep, 
the Mint, the Director’s Company 
and St Clement’s and five times for 
Theatre for a New Audience. 

Joshua Sedelmeyer, who has 
played Fred and Young Ebenezer the 
past two years and appeared in “You 
Can’t Take It With You in the Big Play 
Festival!” will step in to the role of  
Bob Cratchit. 

Robert Edwards from Hangar’s “Lab 
Company” and “Kinky Boots” will 

play Fred and Young Ebenezer. Craig 
MacDonald from “You Can’t Take It 
With You in the Big Play Festival!” 
will play Mr. Price. 

Reprising their 2018 roles are 
Hangar favorites JG Hertzler, Emma 
Bowers, Sally G. Ramírez, Sandrinne 
Edström, Holly Adams and many 
youth actors. Together again on 
the creative team are Director 
Michael Barakiva, Production Stage 
Manager Mackenzie Trowbridge, 
Scenic Designer Shoko Kambara, 
Costume Designer Suzanne Chesney, 
Lighting Designer Matt Richards, 
Sound Designer Garrett Hood, 
Choreographer Evie Hammer-Lester 
and Musical Director/Accompanist 
Mary Holzhauer.

“Every year that we have done 
‘Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol,’ it’s story of  generosity, 
kindness and redemption becomes 
more and more relevant,” Barakiva 
said. “We can’t wait to share the 
Hangar’s most elaborate production 
with you again.”

 
Group Rates

Special Morning Matinees are 
available for group purchases on 
select days Dec. 5-20. Group tickets 
are also available at a discounted 
rate (dependent on group size) for 
the regular run of  performances Dec. 
8-22.

Community Performance

A free Community Performance is 

offered on Saturday, Dec. 7 at 2 p.m. 
to ensure everyone can enjoy this 
holiday production. Tickets will be 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The Box Office will open at 1 
p.m. on that day, and we encourage 
attendees to arrive early. If you would 
like group seats for 10+, contact the 
Hangar Theatre Box Office for more 
information.

Ticket Information

Shows Dec. 8-22. Tickets are 
available at www.hangartheatre.org 
and   (607)273-8588. Tickets will also 
be available at the door based on 
availability, starting one hour before 
each performance.

CHRISTMAS
Continued from page 8

Photo by Rachel Philipson
Sally G. Ramírez will be Christmas Present in Hangar’s “A Christmas Carol.”
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Newfi eld Public Library gets new director
By Gay Huddle

 The Newfi eld Public Library has 
a new library director. Sue Chaffee 
recently took over from Danielle 
Perkins and has been getting to know 
the patrons, staff  and volunteers, as 
well as learning about the day-to-day 
library operations. 

“Since understanding the needs of  
the community is a critical part of  
my job, I have started meeting with 
several of  the leaders in our Newfi eld 
school district,” Chaffee said. “They 
have been great to work with, and we 
are looking forward to collaborating 
on programming that meets the 
needs of  our students.”  

Chaffee has also met several 
directors from other libraries in 
the area and is excited to work with 
them, too.

Chaffee grew up in Watkins Glen, 
graduated from Ithaca College and 
has lived in Newfi eld for 30 years. She 
is a member of  the Newfi eld Lioness 
Club and serves on the Newfi eld Old 
Home Days committee. She developed 
a passion for problem-solving and 
providing exceptional customer 
service skills during her long and 
successful career at CBORD. 

Recently, Chaffee had been 
thinking about changing careers and 
was looking for something where she 
could work with children or senior 
citizens.  When the library director 
position became available, she 

jumped at the chance to apply for it.
“I absolutely love working at the 

library and am very thankful for the 
warm welcome I have received from 
everyone,” she said.

On Chaffee’s agenda is to meet with 
other organizations and businesses 
in the Newfi eld community to best 
understand their challenges and to 
raise awareness of  the services that 
the library provides.  

In addition to outreach, the 
library will continue to provide 
programming and events based on 
what has worked through the years. 
That includes programs that focus 
on technology, both for students and 
adults.  

In December, there will be several 
scheduled events to provide an 
introduction to computer science, and 
in January, the library will kick off  a 
monthly series of  classes for adults to 
help them better understand and use 
various technology procedures.  

The library’s after-school program 
for middle school students will 
continue to run weekly until the end 
of  the school year. Another exciting 
program has the library working 
with Newfi eld native JD Drader, 
of  the Human Services Coalition, 
helping community members renew 
or enroll for healthcare coverage.  

The library is also the location for a 
senior exercise class, story time, book 

Photo by Gay Huddle 
Newfi eld Public Library’s new director, Sue Chaff ee.See NEWFIELD, on page 20
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CAROLINE

• Ledger Orson Est and 
Edith Spaulding  sold 2756 
Slaterville Rd to  Marshall E 
Spaulding  for $135,000 on 
November 1.

DANBY

• Dniel M Szewczyk and 
Nroberta J Szewczyk  sold 
N/A to  David Lee and 
Danielle Lee  for $39,900 on 
October 30.

• Robert Roe and Elizabeth 
Roe  sold Down Howe to 
 James W Lane and Kayle 
Lane-Clark  for $120,000 on 
October 31.

DRYDEN

• RPL Properties LLC  sold 
N/A to  J Thomas Ross 
and Catherine T Ross  for 
$348,900 on October 28.

• New York Land&Lakes 
Dev  sold N/A to  Rafael 
Guevara  for $89,900 on 
October 31.

GROTON

• Teresa A Griffin  sold W 
Cortland St to  Mathew C 
Scheffler  for $102,500 on 
October 30.

• Clifton J&D E Todd RET 
and Clifton J Todd  sold 
271 Devlen Rd to  Anthony 
M Marshall and Ashley L 
Marshall  for $135,000 on 
November 1.

ITHACA

• L&J West Properties LLC  
sold 219 Cliff St to  Rancich 
Family LP  for $390,000 on 
October 28.

• Stephanie L Chivers and 
Benjmin B Russell  sold N/A 
to  William T Brumsteadf  for 
$230,000 on October 28.

• Seth T Hiland and Irene A 
Maro  sold 128 Woolf Ln to 
 Anthony Miller and Mureen 
F Ncarroll  for $320,000 on 
October 29.

• Dudley Group LLC  sold 
1045 Taughannock Blvd to 
 Geoff Tate and Colleen Tate  
for $880,000 on October 29.

• Shih L Ho  sold 104 
Pinewood Pl to  Erica Ho  for 
$190,000 on October 30.

• Ithaca Urban Renewal 
Agnc  sold 402 Cayuga St 
S to  INH  for $30,000 on 
October 30.

• Gerd Stumpe and Susanna 
Stumpe  sold 706 Buffalo St 
E to  Peter Ppchyssathou  for 
$649,000 on October 30.

• Shri T Raymond and 
Daniel J Raymond  sold 
N/A to  Caitlin L Moss  for 
$186,000 on October 31.

• Rabco Chestnut Hill LLC  
sold 139 Chestnut St to 
 Cayuga Gardens Partners  
for $3.18 million on 
November 1.

LANSING

• Lansing Assoc  sold 17 
Peruville Rd to  Mitchell 
Munson  for $89,000 on 

October 28.

• Sara N Littlefair  sold 20 
Beach Rd to  Willim B Parken  
for $215,000 on October 28.

• Gredel Willaim H Est and 
Jay Engels  sold 4 Sevanna 
Park #GL to  Marie Edward  
for $75,000 on October 30.

• CFCUCommunity CU  sold 
38 Smugglers Path to  Seth T 
Hiland and Irene A Maro  for 
$640,000 on October 30.

• Jeffry P Klein  sold 156 
Farrell Rd to  Christopher R 
Carpenter  for $350,000 on 
October 31.

• US Bank NA  sold 1213 
Ridge Rd to  Kathryn 
Dimiduck  for $46,500 on 
October 31.

• Court Street Property  sold 
1633 E Shore Dr to  John F 
Young and Susan M Barnett  
for $47,500 on October 31.

NEWFIELD

• Kathnryn M Cernera  sold 
9 Wall St to  Sopea Sok  for 
$100,000 on October 29.

• Nicholas L Joseph  sold 
500 Trumbull Corners Rd to 
 Timothy L Davis  for $135,000 
on October 29.

• Linda Dean and Douglas 
Dean  sold Douglas Rd to 
 David Sagan and Lesli 
Sagan  for $38,000 on 
October 31.

ULYSSES

• Gates Acres LLC  sold 1574 
Trumansburg Rd to  Dillon 
C Lambert  for $90,000 on 
October 31.

Oct. 28 - Nov. 1

sales, craft and movie nights and a 
Gingerbread House Contest for the 
holiday. 

The Newfield Public Library Board 
of  Trustees has provided Chaffee 
with valuable input. Also, as part 
of  the Finger Lakes Library System 

(FLLS), the Newfield Public Library 
has access to the amazing FLLS 
team and to its collection of  useful 
resources.   

The Newfield Public Library is 
located at 198 Main St. Hours are 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 2 to 8 p.m., Tuesday from 11 a.m. 
to 8 p.m., Friday from 2 to 7 p.m., and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. For 
more library information, please call 
607-564-3594 or visit the website at 
www.newfieldpubliclibrary.org.

NEWFIELD
Continued from page 19

During the early stages of  the construction of  Ithaca Tompkins Regional 
Airport (ITH)’s new terminal, the construction crew discovered a time 
capsule that had been buried within the previous terminal’s wall during 
the 1994 renovation. “One of  the most interesting things about the terminal 
expansion project was discovering the time capsule that was buried 25 
years ago,” said Mike Hall, Director of  Ithaca Tompkins Regional Airport. 
The time capsule included contents such as the program from the May 21, 
1994 Grand Opening Ceremony, photos of  then-ITH staff, 1994 Mint Proof  
Sets, ribbon from the Ribbon Cutting ceremony, original blueprints, 
and other miscellaneous local and airport-related items from 1994. 
Miscellaneous items range from an issue of  Sky Mall Magazine to a long 
Wegmans grocery receipt. The time capsule also includes a letter from 
then-Airport Manager Robert A. Nicholas. In the letter, Nicholas makes 
several predictions about the future, ranging from technology to politics 
to the future of  aviation. His full letter can be read at flyithaca.com. The 
time capsule also includes a brochure from the 1994 airport update, which 
outlines a $11 million project that produced a new 33,000-square-foot 
terminal, a runway extension, additional parking spaces and boarding 
gates. Now 25 years later, ITH is nearing the end of  its nearly year-long 
$35 million renovation. This project is intended to expand and modernize 
the airport by doubling the size of  the 1994 building and including six 
total gates, four jet bridges, a customs facility, and a restaurant and bar.

Photo provided

Time capsule found amidst airport construction

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS



NOV.  27 – DEC. 3, 2019    TOMPKINS WEEKLY    21

CLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL NOTICES

CAR DONATION
DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY. Receive maximum 
value of write off for your 
taxes. Running or not! All 
conditions accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for details. 
1-855-587-1166

CARS WANTED
CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 
We buy 2002-2018 Cars/
Trucks. Running or Not! Na-
tionwide Free Pickup! Call 
1-888-416-2208

HEALTH
A PLACE FOR MOM. The 
nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact 
our trusted, local experts 
today! Our service is FREE/
no obligation. CALL 1- 844-
258-8586

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills 
for $99. 100 pills for $150 
FREE shipping. Money back 
guaranteed! Call now Save 

1-800-870-8711

OXYGEN - Anytime. Any-
where. No tanks to refill. 
No deliveries. The All-New 
Inogen One G4 is only 2.8 
pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: 1-855-839-1738

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. NOT just a 
discount plan, REAL cover-
age for [350 ] procedures. 
Call 1-855-434-9221 for 
details. www.dental50plus.
com/44 6118-0219

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Stay in your home longer 
with American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1500 off, including a free 
toilet, and lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! 
Call us at 1-855-465-5426

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 

today. 15% off and 0% 
financing for those who 
qualify. PLUS Senior & 
Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-400-4965

HOME SERVICES
Get DIRECTV! ONLY $35/
month! 155 Channels & 
1000s of Shows/Movies 
On Demand (w/SELECT 
All Included Package.) 
PLUS Stream on Up to FIVE 
Screens Simultaneously 
at No Additional Cost. Call 
DIRECTV 1-866-731-3285

COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON 
SITE! Virus Removal, Data 
Recovery! 24/7 EMERGENCY 
SERVICE, In-home repair/
On-line solutions . $20 OFF 
ANY SERVICE! 855-385-4814.

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 
Channels + $14.95 High 
Speed Internet. Free Instal-
lation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. 
1-855-614-5018

TRAINING 
TRAIN AT HOME TO DO 
MEDICAL BILLING! Become 
a Medical Office Profession-
al online at CTI! Get Trained, 

Certified & ready to work in 
months! Call 855-516-1375. 
(M-F 8am-6pm ET)

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Cayuga Assisted Living, LLC 
filed Articles of Organi-
zation with Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on November 5,
2019. Office location: 
Tompkins. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the 1229 
Trumansburg Road, Ithaca, 
New York 14850. Purpose: 
any lawful activity. 11/20, 
11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 
12/25. 

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Wellspring Environmental 
Consulting LLC filed Articles 
of Organization with Sec. 
of State (SSNY) on August 
19, 2019. Office location: 
Tompkins. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC 
at 184 North Applegate Rd, 
Ithaca, New York 14850. 

Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 
11/27, 12/4.
Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Notice of Formation of Drip-
catcher LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 9/03/19.
Office location: Tompkins 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 39 Ridge Road, 
Lansing, New York 14882. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 
11/20, 11/27.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
1229 Trumansburg Road, 
LLC filed Articles of Orga-
nization with Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on October 2, 2019. 
Office location: Tompkins. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of pro-
cess to the 1229 Trumans-

burg Road, Ithaca, New York 
14850. Purpose: any lawful 
activity. 10/23, 10/30, 11/6, 
11/13, 11/20, 11/27.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Apothecary Cosmetics 
LLC filed its Articles of 
Organization with the NY 
Secretary of State (NYSS) 
on 09/19/2019. The office lo-
cation is Tompkins County. 
The NYSS has been desig-
nated as the agent upon
whom process may be 
served. NYSS shall mail 
any process to the LLC c/o 
United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc., 7014 13th 
Avenue, Suite 202, Brooklyn, 
New York 11228. The LLC 
purpose is to engage in 
any lawful purpose. 10/23, 
10/30, 11/6, 11/13, 11/20, 
11/27.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Finger Lakes Opportunity 
Zone Fund LLC filed Articles 
of Organization with Sec. of 

State (SSNY) on September 
17, 2019. Office location: 
Tompkins. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC 
901 W. Seneca Street, Itha-
ca, NY 14850. Purpose: any 
lawful activity. 11/6, 11/13, 
11/20, 11/27, 12/4, 12/11.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
ELEVEN LAKES CATERING, 
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with 
the Sect’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/2/19.
County: Tompkins. SSNY 
has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it 
may be served and shall 
mail process to: Nathan J. 
Cook, Esq., 409 Taughan-
nock Blvd., Ithaca, NY 14850.
Purpose: any lawful act. 
11/27, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18, 
12/25, 1/1.

Notice of Qualification of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Notice of Qual. of EA HOLD-
CO 1 LLC, filed with the 
SSNY on 11/12/19. Office: 
Tompkins County. LLC
formed in DE on 8/23/19. 
SSNY is designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served 
and shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 314 East State St, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. Address 
required to be maintained 
in DE: Northwest Registered 
Agent Service, Inc., 8 The 
Green, Suite B, Dover, DE 
19901. Cert of Formation 
filed with DE Sec. of State 
Division of Corporations, 
401 Federal Street #4, 
Dover, DE 19901. Purpose: 
any lawful act. 11/27, 12/4, 
12/11, 12/18, 12/25, 1/1

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
MAPLE BABY LLC filed 
Articles of Organization 
with Sec. of State (SSNY) on 
September 27, 2019. Office 
location: New York. SSNY 

designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to 101 
Turkey Hill Rd., Ithaca, New 
York 14850. Purpose: any
lawful activity. 11/27, 12/4, 
12/11, 12/18, 12/25, 1/1.

Notice of Formation of a 
Limited Liability Company 
Articles of Organization 
for Common Strength, LLC 
(“LLC”) were filed with the 
Secretary of New York
(“SSNY”) on November 
19, 2019. Office Location: 
Tompkins County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of any process 
to the LLC, 71 Bald Hill Rd., 
Ithaca, New York 14850. 
Purpose: To engage in any 
lawful activity. 11/27, 12/4, 
12/11, 12/18, 12/25, 1/1.

The Ithaca Glass Works was one of 
several glass factories in Tompkins 
County in the late 19th and early 20th 
century. It was founded in the 1870s 
and was taken over by the United Glass 
Company of Pittsburgh in 1889. This 
drawing was made ca. 1880.

HISTORY OF TOMPKINS COUNTY



22    TOMPKINS WEEKLY    NOV.  27 – DEC. 3, 2019

COMMUNITY CALENDAR Sponsored by:

Saturday, Nov. 30

n Holiday Bazaar
WHERE: Jacksonville Community Unit-
ed Methodist Church, 1869 Trumans-
burg Rd., Jacksonville
TIME: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
MORE INFO: Over 30 vendors, many 
handcrafted items, silent auction, 
breakfast, lunch, baked goods, Santa 
visits and more! Bring your camera! 

Monday, Dec. 2

n Creating a Personal 
Encyclopedia
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 10 a.m. to noon
MORE INFO: This workshop, “Creating a 
Personal Encyclopedia,” offers par-
ticipants the opportunity to share life 
stories, using the letters of the alphabet 
as a starting point. Participants will re-
ceive creative prompts, write, and then 
they will have the opportunity to share 
what they’ve written. This workshop 
offers a safe, supportive, and stimulat-
ing environment for beginning as well as 
experienced writers.

n Shower of Stoles Exhibit
WHERE: Muller Chapel, Ithaca College, 
953 Danby Rd., Ithaca
TIME: 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.
MORE INFO: During November Muller 
Chapel at Ithaca College will be display-
ing the Shower of Stoles Exhibit. The 
Shower of Stoles Project, on loan from 
the National LGBTQ Task Force, is a 
collection of over 1,000 liturgical stoles 
and other sacred items representing the 
lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gender people of faith. This collection 
celebrates the gifts of LGBT persons 
who serve as leaders in their religious 
traditions in countless ways, while also 
lifting up those who have been excluded 
from service because of their sexual 
orientation or gender identity.

Tuesday, Dec. 3

n Coping with the Holidays
WHERE: Nina K. Miller Hospicare Cen-
ter, 172 E. King Rd., Ithaca
TIME: 6 to 8 p.m.
MORE INFO: Holiday time can be espe-
cially difficult after the death of a loved 
one.  Learn about ways to take care of 
yourself and honor your feelings as we 
head into the holiday season. Regis-
tration is required by Nov. 27. Contact 
Laura Ward at 607-272-0212 or email 
bereavement@hospicare.org.

n Wish List Night & Comics-
related Songs of the Season
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 7 to 8 p.m.
MORE INFO: At this meeting of the 
Comic Book Club of Ithaca, bring your 
best wishes for the pop culture world in 
the new year. What graphic novels are 
you looking forward to? And yes, there 
will likely be some singing of “Deck Us 
All with Boston Charlie.” The CBCI is a 
registered non-profit organization. The 
club meets on the first and third Tues-
days of the month, and meetings are fee 
and open to pop culture fans of all ages. 
Check out comicbookclub.org for more.  

Wednesday, Dec. 4

n Brooklyn, the Once and Future 
City
WHERE: Tompkins Center for History 
and Culture, 110 N. Tioga St., Ithaca
TIME: 6 to 8 p.m.
MORE INFO: Historic Ithaca and The 
History Center in Tompkins County are 
pleased to invite you to hear Thomas 
J. Campanella speak about Brooklyn’s 
urban development at the Henry Hinck-
ley Lecture Series’ inaugural talk. Now 
a Cornell professor of urban studies 
and planning, Campanella delves into 
the landscape, buildings, and people 
that influenced the development of his 
hometown in “Brooklyn: The Once and 
Future City” (Princeton University Press, 
2019). The lecture is free. 

n Setting up an Online Store
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
MORE INFO: At “Setting up an Online 
Store,” members of Cornell Tech Con-
sulting will instruct participants in the 
basics of setting up an online store, us-
ing the internet to start a business, and 
finding new customers. Participants will 
learn both how to set up an online store 
and how to manage it. No registration 
required. Free and open to the public.

Thursday, Dec. 5

n When Communication Styles 
Clash: How to Adjust for a 
Happier Workplace
WHERE: Tompkins County Public 
Library, 101 E. Green St., Ithaca
TIME: 9 to 10 a.m.
MORE INFO: Are you seeking ideas on 
how to work with someone whose com-

munication style is different than yours? 
Join us for LEADBold professional de-
velopment series presented by Cornell 
SC Johnson College of Business and the 
City of Ithaca. Better workplace com-
munication won’t solve all problems, but 
sometimes a shift in communication 
strategy can lead to less conflict and 
better results. Please register online. 
Light breakfast will be provided.

Friday, Dec. 6

n Pastorela Ithaca
WHERE: Unitarian Church, 306 N. Auro-
ra St., Ithaca
TIME: 7 p.m., 6 p.m. cast call
MORE INFO: Please join us in this fami-
ly-friendly, comedic, and didactical play 
that narrates the journey of the shep-
herds to see Jesus in the manger and 
the angels and demons they encounter 
on their way. The play will be followed by 
the traditional Posada songs with a re-
ception to follow that includes Mexican 
typical Christmas food catered by Old 
Mexico.  Please email afl38@cornell.edu 
for any assistance. 

n Cornell University Meet the 
Employer Session
WHERE: New York State Department of 
Labor, 171 E. State St., Ithaca
TIME: 1 to 2 p.m.
MORE INFO: A Human Resources rep-
resentative will discuss job search tips, 
the application process, and general 
information about working at Cornell 
University. All workshops are offered 
at no cost to you and will be held at the 
Career Center. However, space is limited 
and registration is required. Please call 
(607) 272-7570 ext.118 or register at the 
front desk. Tompkins Workforce is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer/Employ-
ment Service.

Saturday, Dec. 7

n Cookie Walk
WHERE: Center Ithaca, Ithaca Com-
mons, 171 E. State St., Ithaca
TIME: 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

MORE INFO: Habitat for Humanity of 
Tompkins and Cortland Counties is 
holding their annual “Cookie Walk.” 
Thousands of homemade holiday cook-
ies are for sale by the pound.Pre-orders 
are available! For more information, 
please contact www.tchabitat.com or 
info@tchabitat.com or tel. 607-844-
3529.

n Holiday Card Contest
WHERE: Dryden Community Café, 1 W. 
Main St., Dryden
TIME: 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., 4:30 to 6 p.m. 
More info: The Town of Dryden Rec-
reation Department will be holding a 
Holiday Card Contest at the Dryden 
Community Café. Visit the Café to vote 
for your favorite original artwork. The 
card with the most votes in their group 
will receive a prize from the Recreation 
Department. All cards will be sent to 
United States Troops the following week.

n Holiday Bazaar
WHERE: Longview, 1 Bella Vista Dr., 
Ithaca
TIME: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
MORE INFO: Longview, an Ithacare 
Community, will be holding its 22nd an-
nual Holiday. The event includes a large 
craft sale, bake sale, plant sale, white el-
ephant gift sale, live entertainment, and 
delicious treats from the Holiday Bazaar 
Cafe. The bazaar is free and open to the 
public. The Bazaar is run by Longview’s 
senior residents to raise money for 
special projects or resident needs. 

n Up the Lake
WHERE: Stewart Park, 1 James L. Gibbs 
Dr., Ithaca
TIME: 8 a.m.
MORE INFO: The Cayuga Bird Club will 
have an all-day field trip. Meet at 8 a.m. 
at the east end of Stewart Park to car 
pool. Dress warmly. Bring your optics, 
drinks and a snack. All field trips are 
open to the public, both experienced 
birders and beginners.  =For Information 
and updates, refer to the bird club’s 
website:  http://www.cayugabirdclub.
org

Sunday, Dec. 8

n Carols Across Cultures
WHERE: St. Catherine of Siena Church, 
309 Siena Dr., Ithaca
TIME: 4 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Cayuga Vocal Ensem-
ble presents “Carols Across Cultures” 
concert, with Melissa Rooklidge, interim 
artistic director, conducting. Join us for 
a holiday celebration featuring Benja-
min Britten’s Ceremony of Carols with 
harp, as well as traditional and new 
arrangements of carols sung in Nor-
wegian, French, German, Spanish, and 
more. More info at cayuga-vocal.org.

EDITOR’S CHOICE: HOLIDAY THROUGH THE AGES

Sunday, Dec. 8

n Holiday through the Ages Concert
WHERE: Ford Hall, Ithaca College, 953 Danby Rd., Ithaca
TIME: 7 p.m.
MORE INFO: The Ithaca Concert Band will be joined by the Ithaca College 
Brass Choir to perform holiday selections to celebrate the season. Admission 
is free, and donations are welcome. ICB’s portion of the concert will include 
holiday favorites through the ages, including arrangements of Gesu Bambino 
and Sleigh Ride by Leroy Anderson.

Photo provided
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unknown,” Jefferis said. “This year, 
I thought that it was an experience 
where we were more comfortable 
and able to have more fun.”

Another aspect that benefitted the 
comfort level of  the team was the 
location of  the meet. Ithaca College 
hosts the state championships inside 
the Athletics and Events Center, so 

having the biggest race of  the year in 
their hometown is a great help.

“It’s really beneficial because we 
got to have a good night’s sleep in 
our own beds,” Lindberg said. “We 
didn’t have to travel or worry about 
missing that much school.”

For Lindberg, this was her final 
season as an Ithaca swimmer. 
However, it’s comforting for her that 
the rest of  the third-place relay team 
consisted of  underclassmen.

“It feels great to know that after I 
leave, they’ll still be able to swim fast 
and still have enough talent on the 
team to make it to state competition 

again,” Lindberg said. “I really hope 
I can come back and watch them in 
the future.”

What made this year even more 
special for the Little Red was how they 
overcame adversity in the beginning 
of  the year. Head coach Roy Staley 
underwent successful heart surgery 
and was absent from the team for the 
first few weeks of  the season. 

According to the swimmers, this 
forced the team to dig deep and 
explore the leadership roles on 
the team. In the end, it became a 
unifying experience for the Little 
Red, resulting in a third-place finish 

at states. 
In Staley’s absence, Amy 

Zimmerman, a middle school girls 
lacrosse coach in the Ithaca City 
School District, temporarily stepped 
into his role, and the swimmers 
expressed plenty of  gratitude for her 
contributions to the team this season.

With Lansing’s Grace Kadlecik 
finishing fourth and the Ithaca 
relay team placing third, the state 
championships had great results for 
Tompkins County. Four of  those five 
swimmers will be back for more next 
year after standing on the podium for 
the first time on Saturday.

SWIMMING
Continued from page 24

and I grew up at Cass Park watching 
him play on the sidelines,” McLennan 
said. “I thought I was pretty good at 
it, so I loved it and played summer 
ball and high school. I knew I wanted 
to play it in college, so I honed in on 
that sport to get recruited, which I 
eventually was at Ithaca College.”

McLennan, a two-time NYS All-
State softball player for Lansing, was 
part of  a historic run for the Ithaca 
Bombers. She played first base for the 
1996 softball team that reached the 
College World Series for the first time 
in program history.

“That was amazing,” McLennan 
said of  the experience. “We felt so 
cool riding the bus down in Salem, 
Virginia. All the hoopla and the 
NCAA insignia everywhere … it was 
an amazing experience being among 
some of  the most elite Division III 
athletes in the country.”

As previously mentioned, after 
a great softball career at Ithaca, 
her career path diverted and she 
had to pick up a sport she hadn’t 
played before: volleyball. McLennan 
discussed how she first got involved 
with the sport.

“Pam Hoerup, the former 
Trumansburg volleyball coach, 
she came to me,” McLennan said. 
“I was a student teacher for her in 
physical education, and she needed a 
JV coach. I was adamant about not 
doing it because I had no idea about 
the sport.”

Hoerup convinced her to try it 
and helped mold her into the great 
volleyball coach who has been at it 
since 1998. It’s gone well, to say the 
least. McLennan’s teams have won 
four IAC Championships and three 
Section IV Championships and have 
an overall record of  246-40 since she 
became head varsity coach in 2004.

In addition to Hoerup, McLennan 
learned from many great coaches 
over the years. At Lansing, it was 
Stu Dean, Diane Hicks-Hughes and 
Cathy Haight who passed down their 
knowledge to McLennan. 

“Every one of  my coaches shaped 
me in a different way,” McLennan 
said. “Each one of  them had a huge 
impact on me. I continue to take 
what I learn from them and pass it 
down to the girls I coach (with my 
own style, of  course). I was blessed 
with some amazing coaches over 
those years. They’ve all shaped many 
athletes over the years, and I’m lucky 
to be one of  them.”

With a great honor about to be 
bestowed upon her, McLennan 
looked back at her four years at 

Lansing High School.
“My coaches were great in every 

single way,” McLennan said. “I 
keep in contact with them still, 
and I think that says a lot. Those 
relationships were built 30 years 
ago. My experiences at Lansing were 
nothing but the best, and I am so 
grateful that I was able to grow up in 
that community.”

Now McLennan is the one building 
those relationships with players 

on the other side of  the lake. While 
she may wear the colors of  the rival 
Trumansburg Blue Raiders now, 
on Saturday, McLennan will be 
immortalized as a Lansing athlete. 

The Lansing Hall of Fame festivities 
will take place this Saturday at the 
Lake Watch Inn beginning at 6 p.m.

 Tickets are available at the Lansing 
Parks and Recreation Department 
Office and can also be reserved by 
calling 607-533-7388.

HALL OF FAME
Continued from page 24

Photo provided
Lansing Hall of Fame inductee Angela McLennan poses in her softball uniform back 
in her playing days. She is currently the head coach of Trumansburg girls volleyball.

Photo provided by Samantha Little
In white, Ithaca High School’s Ilah Jefferis (top left), Elise Nishii-Kim (top right), 
Gwen Lindberg (bottom left) and Willa Royce-Roll (bottom right).
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KEY MATCHUPS: 11/29: Women’s Hockey - Cornell at Ohio State • 11/30: Men’s Hockey - Cornell vs. Boston • 12/3: Girls Basketball - Watkins Glen at Dryden

In partnership with:

Lansing set to induct Hall of Fame Class of ’19
By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA

This Saturday, the Lansing 
Athletic Hall of  Fame will induct 
three exceptional athletes and two 
Section IV championship-winning 
teams. The class consists of  three-
sport athletes Angela McLennan 
and Kim Van Pelt, track star Caitlin 
Wright, the 1998 softball team and the 
2007 boys bowling team. 

Van Pelt was a standout swimmer, 
basketball player and track and 

field athlete. In the pool, she was 
named Lansing’s most valuable 
swimmer twice and was a two-time 
IAC champion in basketball. Her 
most notable accomplishments, 
though, are in discus. On top of  
three top-six finishes in discus 
at the state championships, she 
represented Lansing in the national 
championships, where she placed 
11th in the country.

Wright was an incredible runner 
for the Bobcats, winning 20 Section 
IV and IAC championships during 

her time as a Lansing athlete. She 
graduated with school records in 
nine different track and field events 
and was named the Senior Female 
Athlete of  the Year in 2006. 

McLennan has been in Tompkins 
County her entire athletic career. 
From high school to college to 
coaching, McLennan has navigated 
around the lake, excelling wherever 
she has gone. It started in Lansing, 
where she was a member of  the 
swimming, softball and basketball 
teams. From there, she swam and 

played softball at Ithaca College. 
Then, she began coaching volleyball 
at Trumansburg, which she has been 
doing since 1998 along with teaching 
physical education.

While she’s played and coached 
several different sports, softball 
will always have a soft spot in 
McLennan’s heart. It was a love she 
acquired early on in her life.

“My dad was a big softball player, 

HALL OF FAME

See HALL OF FAME, on page 23

By Dan Doherty
ESPN ITHACA

On Saturday, Nov. 23, the New York 
State Swimming Championships took 
place at Ithaca College. Representing 
Tompkins County at the event were 
several Ithaca High School swimmers 
and Lansing junior Grace Kadlecik. 
It was a great day for both, as Ithaca’s 
relay team finished third in the 200-
yard medley and seventh in the 
400-yard freestyle, while Kadlecik 
finished fourth in the 50-yard freestyle 
and ninth in the 100-yard freestyle.

Along the way, Kadlecik set a 
Section IV record in the 50-yard 
preliminaries on Friday with a time 
of  23.71. The following day, she did 
even better in the finals, posting a 
time of 23.56, breaking her own record 
and coming up just .02 seconds short 
of  All-American consideration. After 
the event, Kadlecik explained what 
the difference was in the 24 hours.

“[On Friday], I really wanted to 
just see where I could go, I wanted to 
make finals,” Kadlecik said. “Today, 
it was more about having fun. I really 
think that helped me go faster.”

Being just a hair short of  All-
American consideration in her 
junior year certainly gives Kadlecik 
something to strive for in 2020.

“It’s incredibly motivating,” 
Kadlecik said. “I’m really looking 
forward to trying to get that time 
and trying to get All-American 
consideration. I definitely want 
to work on my turns more and 
practicing my overall racing ability.”

It was a 15-place improvement 
from last year to this year for the 
Lansing junior, as she finished 19th 
as a sophomore. She credits her 
improvement to adding training with 
coach Reed Dewey to her regimen 
on top of  all the work she does with 
Diane Hicks-Hughes and the Bobcats 
varsity team.

After a top-five finish as a junior 

in the state championships, Kadlecik 
will be one to watch in her final 
season with Lansing. She had her 
two best swims of  the season when 
the lights were shining brightest on 
Saturday, which is a great indication 
of  her mentality moving forward.

Ithaca’s 200-yard medley team 
consisted of  swimmers of  all grade 
levels: senior Gwen Lindberg, junior 
Willa Royce-Roll, sophomore Elise 
Nishii-Kim, and freshman Ilah 
Jefferis. The four swimmers worked 
together to finish with a time of 1:47.91 
in the finals, which was good enough 
for third place among 44 public 
schools. The lone senior discussed 
what was going through her mind as 

Nishii-Kim swam the final leg of  the 
relay.

“We weren’t leading when Elise 
went up on the blocks; we were one of  
the last ones,” Lindberg said. “I don’t 
think we expected to end up where 
we were. We were just hoping to get 
anywhere we could at that point. So, 
when we saw Elise finish and get 
her best time, it was one of  the best 
feelings in the world.”

Last year, the Little Red were 
disqualified in the 200-yard medley 
in the state championships due to 
a faulty exchange between two of  
the swimmers. That gave the team 
something specific to improve upon, 
and it paid off  greatly.

“This year, we were a lot more 
aware of  who we are when coming 
into the wall,” Royce-Roll said. “That 
definitely helped with our timing and 
making sure we weren’t DQ’d in a 
competitive year.”

Comfort was a big factor in the 
team’s success this year too. Jefferis 
had one year of  state championship 
experience under her belt while the 
other three swimmers all swam at 
states for two years.

“This year, especially for me, I 
knew more of  what the meet was 
about and what was going to happen, 
whereas last year I was going into the 
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Ithaca relay, Lansing’s Kadlecik excel

Photo by Dan Doherty
Lansing’s Grace Kadlecik (standing) prepares to dive into the water for the 50-yard freestyle state final. She proceeded to 
break a Section IV record, finishing fourth among racers from public schools.

See SWIMMING, on page 23


